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Parochial shared time talk postponed

By SuE Buck
STAF? WRITER
sbuck@oe.homecomm.not

Discussion of the proposed
shared time programming between
Farmington Public Schools and
Our Lady of Sorrows Schoal, tenta-
tively scheduled for the Feb. 19
school board meeting, has been
delayed until March 5.

*I couldn’t get it done and
reviewed in two weeks,” explained
Cheryl Cannon, assistant superin-
tendent for business, finance and
opreration.

Winter break also cntered into
the timeline, she said.

A draft plan is the hands of
Farmington Public School board
members, she snid. The delay was-
n't due to criticism by some OLS
parents.

The plan calls for four Farming.
ten public school teachers to teach
OLS students in art, music and
physical education at OLS in the
2002/2003 achool year. The num-

remain cautiously optimistic,

“It's a wonderful opportunity,”
said Msgr. Walter Hurley. “There
hae been no final decision, We
don’t know if the public school
board will agree to the project.”

Farmington School Superinten-
dent Bob Maxfield had predicted
the school board would approve
ghared time programming with
OLS at its Feb, 19 meeting. Max-
field couldn’t be reached for com-
ment, because he was at an admin-
istrators’ conference in San Dicgo.
Farmington Scheo! Board Presi-
dent Cathy Webb said Thursday
she didn't know why it wasn't on
the agenda.

“It could be because there was
some negative renction from par-
ents,” Webb said.

The’ Farmington Observer
reccived several calls from OLS
parishioners whose children attend
OLS school, They were eager to
rogister their opinions and ask

ions, but were rel to be

Cannon said she received and
returned all threo phone calls from
OLS parishioners. Besides ques-
tions about the plan itsclf, they
asked whother a teacher dress
code would be enforced and
whether teachers could have body
piercings. Cannon veforred tho
question about dress to the person-
nel office.

Callers told her they wouldn't
hove known about the plan if they
hadn't read the local paper.

Hurley forwarded information
contained in the parish newsletter
Feb. 8, 10, and one for today, Feb.
17

“As we began to discuss the pos.
sibility of a shared time program, I
explained the concept to the School
Comnmittee, the Stewardship Com-
mission and the Parish Council,”
Hurley wrote in the Feb. 17 col-
umn. “They concurred that the pro-
posnl had possibilities and was
worth further exploration, I also

Ited with various Archdi

ber of OLS faculty is to
remain at 47.

After startup costs, the district
.hopes to create » revenue stream
. of about $175,000-$200,000, a wel-

come amount because the district
is Jooking at a budget deficit.

Parish leaders also considers it a

positive exchange, although they

quoted directly for a variety of rea-
BONS.

Callers expressed a fear of being
“black balled” or ostracized and
worried that they would be per-
ceived as being distrustful or dis-
courteous to Hurloy, They feared it
was "a done deal.”

san staff, as well as.parishes
where the program has worked in
the past. A shared time program in
not a new concern but one that has
been in place in a number of
Catholic schools, at least back to
the 1960s."

The intent was to inform parents

about the datails of a shared time
program once there was a better
sense of the outcome of the discus-
sions with Farmington Public
Schools, ho wrote,

*“Could we have done a botter job
communicating with parents?”
Hurley anid, “Yes.”

Hurley's conversations
Other points noted in his

columns were:
M Participation wouldn't compro-

* mise the Catholic character of the

achool, There would be no change
in the number of religion clanaes
and other religious activities.

B Only two of the 48 crucifixes
in the school would necd to be
repositioned in the school as
required by state law.

@ If the plan gots the go ehead,
both OLS and the Farmington
School District have the option to
terminate the program if it is

determined not operating in the-

best interests.

M For many years and, until just
recently, physical education, music
classes and the management of the
library program was qut-sourced to
Mack Services, a private firm, and
others prior ta that. A shared pro-
gram will cnable OLS to offer a
more highly developed program for
gym classes. It would also provide

Give shared time a chance, proponents say

By SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER
sbuck@oc.homecomm.net

Sue Jokinen is sold on the idea
of shared time programming pro-
posed between Farmington Public
Schools and Our Lady of Sorrows
in Farmington.

Her vote of confidence comes
from i When daugh

changed their morals or ethics
because of it. It was great, a nice
opportunity. We got some use out
of our tax money. We were very
pleased. I fully support it. 'm anx-
{ous to see whnt they have to
offer.”

Jokinen puggests critics give the
a chance. “A lot of com-

Amy, now in OLS fifth grade
attended Our Lady of Loretto
School on Six Mile at Beech Daly
in Redford Township, that schoal
had a similar program with the
Redford Union School district.

“It worked great,” Jokinen said.
“It helped to provide programs we
were unable to provide. It was o
nice way to build rapport between
the school system and Our Lady of
Loretto.”

‘When Amy was in kindergarten,
the Loretto children wero bused to
Volney Smith Elementary School
where they tooksart, gym and com-
. putors. “Lorotto didn’t have com-
puters,” she said,

After the RU district experi-
enced an ovetflow of students, pub-
lic school teachers came to the Qur
Lady of Loretto building.

*It wns a positive educational
experience,” Jokinen said, “It's atill
a Catholic school. They have not
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Councilman Jerry Ellis asked
whether the outside storage area,
which is designed as a high brick
wall with wrought ivon railings
on top, could be made to look
“less like a jnil.”

Home Depot representative
Tim Platt replied, “That is a bit of
a security issue, It's hard to gar-
nish that in a way to provide
needed security, but we’re open
to suggestions.”

Councilwoman Vicki Barnett
suggested a wrought iren lattice
might provide a “softer look.”

Officials also discussed the
height of the building, which at
its front peak is 43 feet and
exceeds zoning ordinance require-
ments. However, the majority of
the building is 35.5 feet high,
which falls within standarda,
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ments are rumors,” she said,
Neither Msgr. Walter Hurley or
Principal Roberta Clemak would
do something that would jeopar-
dize the school, Jokinen said, Mark
Meclnerney also threw his support
behind the plan, Though he no
longer has children in OLS schoo),
he sits on the OLS parish council.

“I'm surprised there has been as
much consternation,” McInerney
said. *It sounds like a good thing
for both the school aystem and
OLS. It allows for the teaching of
programs Sorrows doesn'’t do right
now, The Monsignor has discussed
thia with us and everybody
thought it was a good iden.”

Commission -
seeks ‘Pay It

an opportunity to expand music to
the upper gradea and possibly add
a band for both beginning and
advanced students,

Unsigned

An anonymous communication
from “Concerned Parents of Our
Lndy of Sarrows Students,” was
sent Feb. 13 to Maxfield and
school bonrd members, as well as
religious officials. Tho writers sug-
gested withholding financial sup-
port of OLS until their positions
are reconsidered.

“Anonymous e-mails are destruc-
tive because you don't know who to
address,” Hurloy snid.

Concerns mentioned were:

W OLS can exorcise no control
over who {s hired to teach these
subjects, na control over the perfor-
mance of the public school teachers
provided, and no control over the
means and methods of the teachers
provided by the Farmington School
Diatrict,

B Crucifixes will be displaced. .

@ There will no longer be reli-
gious content in art, music and
gym programs furnished by public
school teachers,

M Pubtic school teachors selected
to teach at OLS could make ns
much as $70,000, “creating a nega-
tive impact on the morale of our
own devoted teachers making sub-
stantially Jess.”

M Tuition is “alrendy substan-

Youth and Families each

ward” theme to recognize
deeds and acta of kindness

only, that the recipient

Commission’s program
ports Farmington Comm

Council,

moualy, Stories will b feaf

Hills, MI 48334; papai

Forward’ stories

The Commission en Children,

yoar

honors community voluntoors
and has chosen the “Pay It For-

good

Based on the book and movie
of the snme name, “Pay It For-
ward” represents the concept of
doing o good decd, then asking

doa

good deed for someone else. The

sup-
uglty

Library's “Everybody’s Reading:
Pay It Forward® effort, which is
also endorsed by the Multicul-
tural/Multiracial Community

To encourage participation,
the Commission I8 secking sto-
rics about good deeds and their
benefits. Tho good deed may
something large or a smnll
kindness, may have happened
anly once or more frequantly, It
may have been performed by a
stranger, friend or loved one,

Writton responses should be
no more than two paragraphs
and may be submitted anony-

be

tured

in the local press, and must be
mailed or e-mailed by March 30
to: Beverly Papai, Farmington
Community Library, 32737 W.
12 Mile Road, Farmington
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Free Pad: 6lb pod on cut pile carpet (#171537 or #7774);
7Ib pad for Berber carpet (#171539 or #78664)
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Zero Payments,
-Zero Interest

for 6 Months!”

On every flooring purchase you make aver $299 on your Lowe's credit card
January 31, 2002 - January 31, 2003 if paid in full within & months.

See soles associcte for details.

professional
licensed installcrs
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