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Why publish bad news?
Because it’s our job

Over the past year — and particularly
sinco Sept. 11 — we've occasionally been
chided for publishing so much bad news.
A.n;lh to be porfectly honest, we're guilty
as X

Beliove it or not, however, thereisa
method to our madness. .

1t may look as though we simply .
splash crime stories on the front page
beeause it sells papers, but that’s not
true, In fact, we know people are tired of
reading about murder, rape, child
molesters, slave girls and drug buats.

1f a crime story shows up on our front
page, there's & good reason. Sometimes,
the police are looking for suspects, addi-
tional victims or evidence. Publicity
might jog sompone’s memory or convince
someone to reveal information,

Whenever the police are involved, your
tax dollars are at work. The same holds
true of government., We try to give our
readers as much information s posaible
about what goea on at public mestings,
with the idea that shining a spotlight on
those activities will provide the incentive
for citizens to learn even more.

Not all the news wo publish is “bad.”
We'll tell you about school plays,

stories about any kindness or good deed
- and ita pasitive eflects ~ done for you.

For Instance, last week, we ran a letter
of thanks sent by the folks at Antioch
Pre-School, after some kind soul
returned their registration banner. That
may not seem like n big deal to anyono
olse, but the folks at Antioch were
mighty grateful,

If someone’s done something nice for
you, tell the Commission, and wo'll pub-
lish your story. Stories must bo mailed or
emailed by March 30 to: Beverly Papai,
Farmington Community Library, 32737
W, 12 Mile Road, Farmington Hills, MI
48334; papaibev@farmlib.org.

This is all part of the Farmington
Community Library’s “Everybody’s Read-
ing: Pay It Forward” program. The idea
presented in the book and movio is sim-
ple: Instead of paying a favor back, pay it
forward by doing something for someone
they couldn't do on their own.

Trevor McKinney, the fictional child
central to the book, had the idea that if
one porson helped threo people, and
those three helped another three, thou-
aands of lives could be touched. We
believe resi of Farmington and

nity cultural events, local businesses -
the kinds of thinga that make these cities
a community. And now it's your turn to
give us a hand.

In the coming wecks, the local Com-
mission on Children, Youth and Familics
will collect stories about the value of
good decds, The commission is asking for

;Iift Detroit’s

A New York Times writer once wrote
he wouldn't rank Petroit Metro Airport
as the world’s worst airport. But that
was only because an airport in
Bangladesh was overrun with beggars,

In.its annual rating of national air-

ports, the Wall Street Journal has regu-

larly rated Metro at the bottom and hos
always had some tart commentary on the
airport’s dreary looks, inept service, inad.
equate parking, poor layout and confus-
ing traffic patterns,

The political squabbling over contracta
has further tarnished the airport’s repu-
tation,

But on Sunday, Wayne County Execu-
tive Ed McNamara, Airports Director

_Lester Robinson and the executives of

Northwest Airlines are expecting the
jeers to change to cheers with the open-
ing of the Edward H. McNamara/North.

‘west World Gateway Terminal.

' Previow open houses have already

‘drawn oohs and aahs. The sirplane

;8haped Concourse A finally brings world

iclnss amenities to the Motor City,

¢ Frequent fliers will think they've sud.

1denly landed at the Oz airport ~ “Toto, 1

! don’t think we're in Romulus anymore.”

i Fliers will have a choice of entering at

! the old Merriman entrance or trying out
the John Dingell Drive south road by

; exiting 1-276 at Eurcka. .

* They'll be able to park at the 10-story
parking garage with more than 11,000

. parking spaces,

" Once through the gantlet of up-to-the.
minute security, ticket-holders entering
C A will find th lves in a
aparkling clean building with a soaring

- ceiling. They can move to their gate (one
of 66 gates in the concourse and a total
97 gates in the now facility) along moving
sidewnlks or take the milelong overhead
tram. They can browse and buy st the
numerous retail stores or eat at o wide
range of restaurants, or maybe just grab
a coffee ot Starbuck’a or the Java Const

- Cafe.

. Increasing creature comforts ia just

! part of the story. The new Northwest tor-

i minal and a new fourth runway will

" allow more flights in and out of Detroit.

: The old Smith and Davey terminsla will

* be replaced over time by new facilities to
provide more gatea for other airlines,
even a8 Mctro continues to be a hub for
Northwest. -

. ‘The now terminal is the first atep in

¢ what some visionarica sce as a Tenais.

* sance for h Mi '8

. In a world that depends more and more

’on speed, a world-clasa girport is essen-

: tial toward making the Detroit aren a
player again in the world economy.

The airport is a key element in severnl

Farmington Hills can help make that
happen in the real world.

For those of you tired of hearing bad
news, here's your chance to make head-
lines. Frankly, we hope to be over-run by
these bits of cheer,

Like you, we sure could use a little
good news.

-New Metro terminal may

turnaround

Michigan cconomic developments.
Despite cyclical declines, the nuto indus-
try is still a vital part of our local econo-
my, but it depends on good air service for
parts delivery. A new life-sciencea corri-
dor is taking shape linking science and
medical facilities and biochemical compa-
nies from Detroit to East Lansing. Onk-
land County’s Automation Alley and the
area’s numerous universities also dopend
on reliable air travel and air delivery ser-
vices.
John Kasarde, a1 of manag

vww.observerandeccentric.com

Geor Brocks
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W Lawsuit problem

The dollar limit in Michigan small
claims court has recontly been
incrensed to $3,000. But it still is only
f?& actual monetary costs to the plain-
i, .
The big problem still exists - that is
- a plaintiff necds to be able to aue in
small clnims court for other than actu.
al monetary costs. A plaintiff in small
claims courts needs to be able to sue
for the snma things for which he can
sue in a civil court, but without an
attorney and with the eame $3,000

limitation. A little higher would be
okay too,

1t would make life a lot easier for
claimants with small civil claims
which do not justify the cost of an
attornoy. It would be less paperwork
for both claimant and the court, and
would help unclog the civil court sys-
tem. It would grently reduce the intim-
idation factor inherent in civil court
because no attorneys would bo
allowed.

In a nutshell, it would simplify jus-
tice, Other states do it. Why should
Michigan citizens tako a back sot
when it comes to our justice system?

Kenneth Kemp
Farmington Hills

B Goodfellows say thanks

Tho 2001 Goodfellows year is over,
and our pledge of “No child or senior
without a Christmas” wos succeasfully

ment and director of the Kenan Institute
of Privato Enterprise at the University of
North Coroling, says that metro Detroit

is duc in developing a new t

pleted. Our delivery dato was Dec,

iVith the economy on a slight down-
tr:lm this year, the Farmington Area

district linking Wayne County's two air-
ports = Metro and Willow Run. Kasarda,
working as a consultant for the county,
sees the airports as n magnet for ottract-
ing software companies, e-busincss
phone centers and warchouses which
dopend on fast turn around on filling
orders, food cold storage centers to guar-
antee freshness and even corporate head-
quarters for companies that need to be
close to their operations.

In addition the new arca, that Kasarda
dubs an “aerctropolis,” would generate
activity for restaurants, shopping cen-
ters, hotels and resorts. The county’s pro-
posed Pinnacle Acropark, south of the
airport, will bo an 1,800-ncre mixed use
project that will include an 18-hole golf
course, office and commercial apace. The
public-private devel t i d

dfeltows helped 159 families,
which included 334 children undex the
age 9!‘ l?. Tl!ero were 162 aep(n're t!mt

member and could do mere with a
camera than anyone I know. His pic-
tures were able to capture the moment

. and tell the story better than anyone

could put into words, Frank will cer-
tainly be missed.
All of us on the Benrd of Directors
want to extend our most hoartfelt
thanks to all thoso who were part of
the team. We hope you enjoyed what
you did, that it mada you fesl good to
help others, and that you will consider
helping us again next year.
Richard L. Tupper
President and General
Chairman

Area G

M Not less, not more

Since the Mayflower, America has
been the ultimate gonl of those secking
a better life. Their skills, morals and
dedication created this melting pot of
prosperity proudly named tho United
States.

Has immigration become a threat to
our existence that must be stopped?

We cannot block everyone arriving
illegally by land, sea and air in this
enormous country. We cannot return
millions of aliens to their honelnnds.

‘We can halt legal immigration, but-
illegal arrivals would increaso and be
difficult to monitor. Wo should return
to tho basics of Life, Liberty, and tho
Pursuit of Happiness to encourage
those that improve society.

" Halt free medical care and welfare
benelfits to discournge ill and unskilled
people that come for handouts, Permit
everyono to work. Talent and ingenu-
ity create jobs that did nat exist ~ they
do not take jobs from others,

Provide gl children an education
taught in English, our common lan-

and 38
adults.

This program happens each year
because of the many generous people
who live or work in the Farmington
area. The two weeka before delivery
day we had over 14 people at our head-
quarters cach day to help sort and
pack the food boxes, Many people
came in the evening to help with the
toy packing and the home boxes for
the seniors. We put others to work typ-
ing gift certificates and sonding out
thank-you notes to thoso who sent us
monaey in responae to our “All Commu-
nity Mailing.”

On delivery doy we had over 50 stu~
;ionu from the three high schools

12 18 proj
for completion by 2016 and will represent
an investment for $1.6 billion and is
expected to creato 26,000 new jobs.

Plans are also being drawn to develop a
*ring rond” connecting the two airports
with office, warchouse and commercinl
development.

For all these reasons Sunday, Feb, 24,
will be an important date in the history
of the Detroit economy. .

Despito tho long palitical rancor over
airport opevations and construction and
the many questions that still nced to be
sottled, the county executive can leave
office at the end of the year with a senso
of real accomplishment. It has beon Ed
McNamara’s vision, drive and, some
would say, cunning which have finally
lifted Metro into the ranks of modern air

ports.

And if all the pieces come together ns
McNamara envisions them for a new
urban center linking the two eirports,
McNamara's legacy will be n stronger,
wealthier and more vibrant Wayne Coun-
ty and Southeast Michigan.

1 Honor Socicty) to help with
delivery of the boxes and packages.
The volunteers of the Farmington area
are the greatest. Howover, most resi-
denta don't realize the amount of time
and effort that it takea to make the
Goodfellows program happen.

We have 14 di i

guage, Mi

people by race, religion nnd language,
making integration into the American
mainstream difficult, .

Permit them the same opportunity
our ancestors had ~ not less, and not
more.

Hank Borgman
Farmington

B Culture shock

Let us forget for just a moment tho
fiseal irresponsibility of the lato start
proposal for Farmington high school
students, I would liko to offer yet
another perspective. -

In listening to the various argu-
ments for this {ll-conceived proposal, it

- is obvious that in addition to over-ced-

dling theso kids today, thoy are baing
set up for culture shock in the not to
distant future, Onco they leave the
fantasyland that is high school, they

who start working in early November

to do the work needed to complete our
mission. And, of course, wo are all vol-
unteers, no one is paid.

We have many folks that spont
countless hours working at our head-
quarters, but onc person put in moro
time than any of us, and that's Jim
Dale, our warchouse manager, Jim
had a very able assistant this year in
Don Graff. There are three others that
1 must mention - Joy DeFranco, who

was in charge of the toy packing, Lisa .

Ellis for sending out the thank-you
notes, and Alota Bame of Metro Bank,
our treasurer.

This year wns also a sad time for the
Goodfeilows organization with Frank
Grady, a hoard member, passing away
this January. Frank was a dedicated

will be diately slapped in tho face
with the reality that only thoso who
adapt to the system, and not oxpect it
to adapt to them, are met with sue-
cess,

For those that go onto college, there
will ba zoro sympathy when they feel
that tho 7:30 a.m, Biology Lab, which
is required oven though their first
choico was the comfortable 9:00 am.
slot, conflicts with their ability to
watch Seinfeld re-runs the night
befora,

For those who don't go onto college,
because of that choice, thoy have set
themselves up for a lilotima of being at
the mercy of others scheduli

LIETITERS

bility if not probability that not every-
one will succoed in their academic
career. They need to be reminded of
this simple fact, we cannot foster
grentness in our children if the possi-
bility of failure is not evident.
Recently, ot o committee meeting
considering this issue, a representa-
tive from the teachera union offered
this gem: “The current start times
nmount to child abuec”. This distorted
sanse of reality is a perfect example of
why public education in this country is
quickly becoming a cocktail party joke.
Robert Blair
Farmington Hills

H Taxpayers, OLS will lose

This lotter is in responso to the - = ...\
February 7th article describing the
plans for the Farmington Public  ~
Schools to nssume the costs for
instruction at Our Lady of Sorrows
school, -

Befaro this becomes a reality, I'd like
to call everyone’s attention to the win-
ners and losers in this proposition:

The Winncrs: The taxpayers of the
Farmington Public School District, tho :
Tencher's Union and the parents of
OLS Students. Through creative use of
state laws, net revenue will be provid-
ed the public school system and teach-
er's ranks will grow while simultane-
ously frecing up more OLS parent-
paid tuition for additionnl religious
uses. Win-Win.

The Losers: The taxpayers of Michi-
gan, OLS Teachcers and the parents of -
OLS Students. Does anyone think that -
this private achool revenue allocation
will stop here? Other school districts
will jump on this effectively shrinking
the overall state funds. Win now, pay
later,

After OLS teachers lose their jobs,
how long before will it be befare the
issue of union and non-union teachers
working side by side comes to the fore-
front? And most importantly, parents
of OLS studenta must understand that
public school instruction is non-secu-
lar. Thero will be no “Christ” in
Christmas art, no music of Jesus
asleep in the manger, cte, Only Santa
Claus, Peter Cotton Tail and the like. ©
Lose-Loso.

As the parents start to loso some of
the reagons to send their children to
QLS, ider if a Catholic educati
is really necessary, Over time, maybe
not. Let all buyers beware,

Tom Gurka.
Farmington Hills'

Share your opinions .
We welcome your letters to the editor. .
Please Include your name, address and:
phone number for verlfication. We ask :
. that your letters be 400 words or less,
We may edit for clarity, space and  ©
content. .

Mall:

Letters to the Editor
Jont Hubred
Farmington Observer

- 33411 Grand River

Farmington, M) 48336
E-Mall:

requirementa, As for the members of
the administration who support this, it
appenrs that they are attempting to
eliminate or at lenst reduce the possi-
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