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Annual Breakfast: The
Farmington Masonic Hall
-at Grand River and
Farmington Road is hold-
ing its annual breakfast
from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Sunday, Feb. 24. Eggs,
bacon and ham will be
served.

Joint meeting: Farming-
ton School Board will
host the city councils from
Farmington and Farm-
ington Hills at the Farm-
ington Training Center
Tuesday, Feb. 26 at 7
p.m., for a meeting to dis-
cuss common issues. On
the agenda are school and
community safety, the
47th District Courthouse
project, high school start
times and other district
projects. The meeting is
open to the public.

State of the citles; Busi-
" ness leaders and residents

of the school’s namesake.

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WRITER
ppace@oohomecomm.net

Acadomic stafl changes aro taking
place at William Tyndale Coltege,

According to college Presidont
Jerry Bringard, Gary Oster has been
named tho new provost and will also
retain his previous responsibilities as
vico prosident of Academic Affairs,
+ Oster. said ho will maintain the
daily operations ut:f the Christian col-

are invited to attend the
annual State of the Cities
breakfast, held Thursday,
Feb. 28 at the Holiday
Inn, 38123 W. 10 Mile in
Farmington Hills. City
managers Frank Lauhoff
and Steve Brock from
Farmington and Farm-
ington Hills, respectively,
along with Superinten-
dent of Schools C. Robert
Maxfield will speak about
the issues in their com-
munities. Tickets are $25.
Call 248-474-3440.
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lege wh e focuscs
his attentions on outside mattera,

He is looking forward to helping
oversee the college he deems specinl.

“Qur professors have one of the
finest relationships with students I
have ever scen,” he said. “The profes-
sors have a lot of personal contact
with the students.

“Even though we're a Christian col-

New provost: Gary Os&cr, the new provost at William Tyndale College, stands next to a portrait

College names new provost
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He said he is excited about two now
programs that will be started this
year, o new communications degree
division and the college's first on-line
bachelor’s degree program, offered in
product manogement.

“I plan to build on the good things
that are hero,” Oster said.

He lives in Livonia with his wife

Priscilla and children George, 13, and

Genn, 10.
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Ready -
for more
numbers

H A new area code may not
change your phone
number, but it will change
your dialing habits.

BY PAUL R. PACE

BTAFF WiaTER

ppacc@oc.homecomm.nat

Just what you always wanted, o new
telephone area code to remember,

Fortunately, most phones belonging
to the 248 arca code already in exis-
tence in Farmington and Farmington
Hills won't be changed this year, But
the requirement to punch in 1 and the
umul !code first ~ no matter who you eall
- will,

According to Ameritech, after June B,
local ealls will not be completed unless
people punch in nll 11 digits, just like a
long-distance cail.

That means calling your neighbor
across the street will require just as
much effort as your cousin in another
state.

For attornoy Barry Brickner who
makes lots of local phone calls, the
requirement will be “something you
have to deal with.”

“That's the price you pay for n socicty
that communicates,” said Brickner,
who also serves on the Hills city coun-
cil. “And 1 am just starting to swallow
tho new Macomb area code.”

He said he is getting used to using
area codes whenever he calls outside
the Farmington Hills arca anyway, due
to changes in recent yeara,

“1 am gotting pretty good at it,” he
snid of the challenge in remombering
80 many numbers,

He joked that once the change goes
into effect, ho will be buLi_lding a
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lege, we have over 30 different
denominations represented here, It's
a rich environment.”

Oster has three master's degrees.
They are in systems management,
librarianship and arts and i

¥hen king;-ho-said~ho=
enjoys reading and working on the
computer.

Reparting to Oster willbe:

B Doug Chapman of Southfield,
pamed chairman of Christian Studies
Division. Previously, he was an
instructor in that division.

M Barbarn Bockbrader of Toledo,
Ohio, named chairwoman of Natural
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Beechview kids learn about

city’s

AFF
sbuck@oe.homecomm.not

Beechviow Elementary parenta and
relativea Jed students along an imagi-
nary underground railrond Friday in
henor of Black History Month.

The school was darkened as children
visited classrooms where adults played
the rolea of peoplo like Sojourner
Truth, Harriet Tubman, Frederick
Douglas and Harriot Beechor Stowe,
who were involved in the effort to free
slaves.

Children learned the City of Farm-
ington had its roots in the abolitionist
movemant. Stacie Hensley played
Selinda Power, the wife of Nathan
Power, an carly resident, Nathan was
tho otdest aon of Farmington founder
Arthur Power.

Nathan Power used the old Quaker
:nonting house ns a station on the

Tod 1 Railroad in Farmi
according to “If Walls Could Talk,” n
book about Farmington history, The

original house is hidden under the
romodoling of the Qak Hill Nursing
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Perspectives: Omar Odeh
comments on differences
between commercial versus pub-
lic news organizations. David
Nachtweih sits to Odeh’s left.

s
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) ing: B

tary stizdents pass through
darkened halls, following the
underground railroad.

home on Grand River and Gill Rond,
aceording to author Ruth Moehlman.

Nathan also occasionally took slaves
to Seymour Finney’s hotel on State and
Griswold Streets in Detrait.

John Thayer, who lived at Drake and
Nine Mile, was known to harbor slaves.
The Philbrick Tavern at the intersec-
tion of Orchard Lake and 11 Mile, too,

‘Underground Railroad’

was reputed to be an Underground
Railroad station, :

Just as slaves recognized sofe houses
by symbols, Beechview Elementary
hung quilts to peint the way to the
areas set up as safc rooms.

Hensley doled out water and corn-
brend to students just as slaves
received; bandages were offered for
cuts and bruises suffered along the
wny. :

“The neat thing is adults learn as
much as the kids," said Beechview
Principal Norma Jean Snss,

Children moved silently in the hall-
ways because adults cxplained the
importance of not being scen or heard
when they traveled the Underground
Railroad,

“Some people didn't believe in safe
houses,” Hensley explained,

Students seemed to enjoy the elabo-
rate recreation, and learned something
as well,

~I think it is very interesting,” said
Mike Erickson, o third grader. *It tells
us n lot about how they got here and
about safo houses in Farmington.”

. else.
But he will also have to reprogram the
40 numbers he has on his office nuto-
dinler.

Brickner painted out that people who
use an Internet dinl-up connection on
their computers will nlso have to repro-
gram their machines to include area
codes.

According to Ameritech, because of
the increasing demand for new
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Story-telling: Brenda Cook tells
the story of escaped slave
Linda Brent, who hid in an
attic, much like Anne Frank,
Brent finally escaped on a ship,
by dressing as a sailor.

Are ‘cafeteria cliques’ a problem in schools?

BY SUE BUCK
BTAF? WRITER
abuck@oe.homecomm.net

Common intercsta and comfort zonea
determine where some students sit in
Farmington school cafeterias.

Somo aay thesc divisions are by
cliques. But is this perceived aa n prob.
lem by students?

Do students sit in a bubble for four
yoars without ever trying to mingle
with othera?

High schoolers from Fari ton
North Farmington, Harrison and

at the Student Diversity Conference
Feb. 21 held at tho Farmington Train-
ing Center,

Cliques are formed according to
grade, race, nationality or socinl
groups, like those who party or do not,
atudents said, .

*The first attraction or coming
together is physical foatures,” said
Bobby Kolly, a Harrison teacher who
1ed the discussion.

Though people look the same, they
may be nothing like you, ho paid.’

“How do we get beyond that? Are we
d to nlways be comfortable?”

Mercy High schools pondered the topic

Kolly asked. “There's risk involved. If
you are comfortable all the time, you
aren't going to accomplish anything.”

*If you are n shy person you can't
oxpoct a lot of friends,” satd Erin
Deroo, n Farmington High student.

Others believe what'a inside a per-
son’a mind and heart counts when
choosing fricnds. “Their insides match
my insides,” explained Jayne Vainer, 8
Farmington High school student.

Ashley Rosenberg didn’t think the
I‘{uﬂh Farmington cafeteria was exclu-
sive.
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