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Legislation would give more
ballot access to 3rd parties

BY MIEE MALOTT
HOMETOWN BERVICES
mmalott®homecomm.not

Legislation designed to make
it easter for third parties to got
their candidates on tho ballot is
expected to win approval from
state lawmakers,

‘That's right, Republicans and
Democrats appear ready to vote
for n law making it easier for
third parties to get on the ballot
despite the common belief those
parties draw voters away from
the major parties. .

*It does sound counter-intu.
itive, doesn't it,” said Rep. Bruce
Patterson (R-Canton), chair of
tho state House Redistricting
and Elections Committee, “But
there is also a belief that if the
gystem ie seen as more legiti-
mate, voters will view it less cyn-
ically and it will increase votor
pérticipation overall.”

Standard is the issue

-At issue is thoe standard third
parties must meet to maintain
ballot access. Curront Michigan
law says the party's “principle
candidate,” the onc highest up
thie ballot, must get 1 percont of
the number of votes cast for win-
ngr,in the Secretary of State's

race.
That produced an odd result in
ta!2000 elections. A dispute in
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the Reform Party kept that
porty’s candidates for president
off tho ballot in Michigan. Liber-
tarians had a presidential candi-
date, Harry Browne, but he did-
't fare very well, According to

to run a candidnte at the top of
the ticket, but go for some lower
offico or some obacure seat in
order to maintain ballot access.”

Success predicted

Libertarian spol n Fred
Collins, voters returned to the
major parties because the Bush-
Gore race was so close.

So Libertarians didn't meet
the standard, The Reform Party,
whose highest condidate was
running for U.S, Senate, howov-
¢r, did, Yet the Libertarian can-
didate for Senate got 20,000
votes more.

Collina said that to get back on
tha ballot, his party had to circu-
late petitions at an expense of
$30,000 and innumerable volun-
teer hours. Rep, Leon Drolet (R-
Clinton Township) hoa spon-

sored House Bill 5237 to change’

the standard. His bill would
define o party’s principle candi-
date as the one that gets the
highest number of votes, regard-
less of which offico he or she is
running for.

Drolet contenda the current
standard “distorts the process”™
and “ponalizes partica with the
brondest number of candidates.”

“I've been told that these third
partica would like to run people
higher up the ballot,” Drolot
explained, “but have decided not
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F predicts the bill was
win approval when it comes up
again before hia committee on
Thursday, Feb. 21,

The change has won the sup-
port of the Libertarians, the
Constitution Party and the
Green Party of Michigan.

The Reform Party too supports
the change, even though it kept
ita place on the ballot in the last
election. Party officials have told
lawmakers they agree the out-
come of the last clection was
unfair,

The change would solve “onc of
the more oncrous quandaries”™
for third porties in current clec-
tion law, according to Green
Party  spokesman Marc
Reichardt,

Drolet said the nssumption
has always been that if ballot
access laws were made easier,
that third parties will load up
numerous candidates at the top
of the ticket. That hasn't hap-
pened in the 34 states that have
similar standards for ballot
accens, he said. The highest
number of candidates at the top
of the ticket in those states has
been seven, he said.

INK WELL

CEDARVILLE SCHOLAR
Farmington Hills native Ben-
jamin Blackner recently received
a Faculty Scholarship from
Cedarville University in Ohie.
The scholarship is awarded to
first-ycar atudents who have
high ACT/SAT scores and a
cumulative high school grade
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Delicious Red Wine!
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point average of 3.0 or higher.
Blackner i a senior at Farming-
ton High School and the son of
Robert and Cindy Blackner of
Farmington Hills, R
POWER FUNDRAISERS .
Mr. Ross and Mrs. Mammina's
seventh grade clasaes at Power

Middle School, recently initinted
o fundraising week for the Food
Bank of Qakland County. Some
of the week's festivities included
shaving off Mr. Ross’ beard,
renting tics for a day, and the
school's annual Turkey Trot. A
total of $2,500 was rnised for the

*food bank.
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GRINNELL

BROTHERS PIANO

Hammell Muslc, Michigan's on;j

The Grinnell Piano name s

\

synonymaus with quality In
Michigan. From the Introduction
of the first Grinnell piano In
1902 these fine handcrafted
planos have adorned the living
rooms and teaching sludios of
teachers and  universitles
throughout Michigan. This
weekend only, you can

Steinway representalives, for a
price that Is well below what you
expect to pay for any other plano
of comparable quality. There are
a small number of these fine
Instruments avallable in a varlety
of finishes. Visit us thls weekend

at  Hammell Music’s

Livonla showroom where

obtaln a limited edition
Grinnell Grand Plano
designed excluslively for

you can scc and hear
these beautlful limited
edition grand pianas.
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