A2(F)

The Observer & Eccentricl SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2002

connected from page Al

-
TI me from' page Al

also got digita! cameras, which allow them to
share pictures.

“The four of us can talk at the same time, if
you will,” David said. “We can e-mail and
include all of us on it from our offices. We can
communicate a lot easier than trying to set up &
conference call.”

Technology is not only a part of the Haron
family's life ~ it's part of David's wardrobo.

“On the left side of my belt, I've got a cell
phone, on the right side of my belt, I've got the
Blackberry,” he said, the Intter a wireleas devico
that allows him to retrieve and send e-mail mes-
sages, wherever he is.

As independent professionals — Pamela owns
an insurance agency - the couple sees business
i ivity, Not mias-
also be o

ges in
ing o contact is a real boon, but m’m
burden.

You don’t get a break

David admits to toking his laptop computer
along on vacations, It has wircless capability, so
he can use it anywhere. And therein lies the
Tub,

“You don't really get o break from it,” he said.
“People con reach us all the time, and they
oxpect o response immediately. With a fax, you
could at least have the time to walk to the
machine, pick it up and read it, E-mail you have
to respond within seconds.”

As with any i ion, the world of technol
gy is ding. David r bera buying
the family’s first computer, and Apple II Plus, in
1982. “Back then, I was a genius. It was n very
simplo computer, and 1 knew overything about

it,” ho said.

Pamelo earned a maater's degree in computer
acience from Wayne State, and tho couple had a
special line installed to conneet their computer
with Wayne's, so she could complete her course-
work. :

Tho Harons helped teach kids at Forest Ele-
montary how to work with carly Commodore 64
computers, when Eric and Andrea were students
thero. Eric’s teachers were taken aback when he
submitted work he'd typed on the family’s com-
puter, so his porents had to sign his papers,
attesting that he'd dono the work on his own.

*And we had to swear he didn't uso spell-
check,” David laughed.

Now, the family's technology inventory
includes Time Warner's Road Runnoer high-
apeed Internet service and direct satellite telovi-
sion. David’s always looking for n newer, better
cell phone. 1t may be possible in the future to
complately replace home phone service with cel-
lular, as his service provider is now offering
2,000 regular minutes, all over the country, and
3,000 night and weekend minutes, for one fee.

I think that's why AT&T just dropped their
rates,” he said of the new compatitive atmo-
sphere.

David believes his Blackberry may go by the_
wayside as well, as cell phones become more and
more ile. In some Europ ies, it's
already possible to use a cell phone like a debit
card.

*I think we're all gaing to be connected all the
time,” he said, *But thatl) eliminate the down-
time."

actual implementation.

The four subcommittees studying
the issue will mect again ot 7 p.m.
March 4 at the Farmington Training
Center, 33000 Thomas Strect to talk
about the forum and other informa-
tion. Supporters say the plan will help
teens who get insufficient aleep, which
ia linked to, among other things, low
grades and poor achool porformance,
negative moods such as anger, sad-
ness and fear and increasod likelihood
of atimulant use, including caffeine
and nicotine,

Nogative reaction haa included con-
corn over costs involved in purchasing
additional buzes and implomenting
the plan, Tho district has attempted to
gauge public opinion through a variety
af sources. An employee survey was

tached to an i 1 3 '
but some district staff members said
they didn't receive it. The forum
attendeca filled out surveys which are
also available to enyone in the com-
munity by calling Diane Bauman,
dircctor of schoal community relations

* at (24814893349,

English clagses in grades 9-11 were
also polled. “We did not ask sonfors
bcf:;uau it did not affect them,” Harris
sad.

Tom Shurtleff, a parent and district
graduate, said he's a "natural cynie.”

“I resist vagaries of fad and fancy,”
Shurtleff said. “The i needs

to understand that thers needs toba o
minority present un committeos. I
hope what you take away tonight is
not an overwholming negative but
what you hear is much more balance,
more conversation and moro deliber-
ate thinking. Anecdotal evidence and
opinion is not a way to aend people
with a brand new thought process.”

He recalled other things like inven-
tivo spolling that have gone by the
wayside.

Doniel Chomet, a North Farmi

plan is far less then the up to
$800,000 in fnitin] transportation
costs up to $250,000 annually that’
officinls have estimated, 24
“That plan is called parenting,””
Leads eaid. “Shame on those people’
who lot their kids stay up to 12 o'clock *
at night. Shame on them for not feed.
ing thelr kids brenkfast.” -
Denise Albrecht, an active “booster””
parent at Formington High, made sov--
eral points including considerations

teacher, foulted the timing of the pro-
ject. “I've had great first hour clagses,”
Chomet said. “Their test scores are no
different.”

Chomet hos n problem with hiring
moro bus drivers and cutting teaching
positions, Linda Stalberg was interest.
ed in class size. “I thought thera was e
commitment by the district of main-
taining class size of one teacher to 23
students,” Stalberg said. “As a parent
ia important to maintain that front-
line of educational excellence.”

Michael Leads applauded the efforts
of the committce but cited the axiom
he lives by, *If it ain’t broke, don't fix
it,” he said. “I'm concerned that of the
studics done, we didn't hear apposing
atudies, so the community could dis-
cern the information and make a valid
decmnnf:; hythma )t ith

B o] fall into place wi
a b hedule, Leads snid. His

With proper legn! advice:

Medicaid.

if properly done.

» Specific asaets are exempt and PROTECTED under

» Gifts REDUCE LIABILITY of a nursing home patient,

Worried About Nursing Home Costs?
The Nursing Home doesn't have to get everything!

¢ Certain trusts SHELTER ASSETS for a disabled

person’s care,

ASSETS for his or her own care,
+ Legal expenses ta find out your options are at
ALLOWABLE EXPENSE.

* A nursing home patient's family may PRESERVE
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about scheduling athletic

She sald that tho approximately 80:
100 students she spoko to didn't have”
enough information about the late:
start plan. “Kids haven't been sur-
veyed, or proporly informed sbout
this,” sho said. *"When my son hos o
lnte start, he goes to bed lator.” R

There's also possibility that elemen-
tary students could arrive homa before
high school students, she said. !

A woman identified os B. Quain,
“hsked how many of the district’s stu.
dents are sleop deprived. Farmington
Suporintendent Bob Maxfield didn't
have an answaer,

“Wo've hoard lots of good sugges.
tions,” Muxfield said. “We don't take
any of this personally. Just because
it’s worked effectively in other commu-
nities, and just because research soya
it makes senso, maybe it’s not right in
this community.”

Without proper legal advice:

per month, (56,436 per year!)
+ Without planning you may only be able to save
$2,0000

+ The average Michigan nursing home costs $4,703.60

+ Ifthe “at home apouse” dies, tho “nursing home

spouse™ may Inherit joint assets and
DISQUALIFIED from benefits he or sho was
receiving.

« The expense and delay of guardianship and probate

court often add stresa,

East of Farmington Road) West of Novi Road)

Even if someonc is already in a nursing home, it's
not too lato to get help! I you want help
understanding  your optionsa and  whether
Medicaid {s oven one of them, attend this
seminar. This is nol an insurance snles seminar!
You have tnore options than you realize!

Refreshments Served - FREE Parking - Seating Limited -

Florka & Schmitzl:}’. C’

between Ten & Eleven

sy (South gt Wos Sqvare Lok Bond,
il ) of West Square
: Sastof Crooks Roady

Counselors and Attorneys at
aventry Place Exccutive Officos
1630 W, Big Beaver » Troy, MI 48084
Macomb County Branch Officet
4D Macomb Place, Suite D  Mt. Clemens, MI 48043.5500
Register online at: wwie.florkalaw.com

Call us toll free at (888) 396-9917 to Reserve Your Seat NOW!

Members Amesican Academy of Estate Planning Attorneys, National Network of Estate Planning Atomeys and National Academy of Elder Law Attomeys.

Robert is woll known in the artis-
tic community ns a ceramic and
design instructor at Onkland Com-
munity College's Orchard Ridge *
campus in Farmington Hills, A
teachor for about 30 years, he has
ona of his ceramic picces on display
at the Smithsonian and another at

The husband and wife favor
caramics to express their art, and
Robert ia particular well known for

air-tight containor. The result gives
_the pletes a_metallic, woatherod

play looks like metal, but in fact
ceramic.

um,” she said, adding that she
Farmington High School.

the Detroit Instituto of Art. has obviously always been around,
- Gail is an art instructor at Farm-  Gail pointed out, but sho sald she
ington High School. nevor pushed her girls into it,

fun of making art on their own.

deaign and artwork,” Gail aaid.

* ?e""m"" for improper gifts could diequalify a person his raku cornmies. Jeesica, 20, is o graphic design
oF years. “Ho's written a number of books. student at the University of Michi-
Attend One of These FREE Medicald Seminars He wrote the first raku book,” Gail gan, where she is staff photogra-
LIVONIA NOVI FARMINGTON HILLS 0 snid as she and Leah were putting  pher for the Michigan Daily. Her
Tucnday, March 5 Wedneaday, March 8 Thuraday, March 7 Thursday, March 7 up pleces in order. photographs will be displayed at
7:00-8:30 pm. 7:00 - 830 pan. 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 7:00 - 830 p.n. The rak lque involves tak-  the Costick
Livania Civie Center Library Novi Civie Center Longacee House ‘Troy MSU Mansgement Centar . The raku technique involves tak-  the Coatick. R
32777 Five Mile Road 45175 West Ten Mile Rond 24705 Farmington Road Room 103 ing the ceramic plece out of the kiln Gail and Leah are taking jewelry
(South aide of Fivo Mile Rosd, (Sauth of 10 Mile Road, (Weat side of Farmi West Square Lake Road while hot and letting it burn in an  making class together, and Leah

won awards for her photography.

One wall piece that Gail will dis.

“Clay i such a wonderful medi-
teaching jewelry and ceramica at

Artistic expression in the family

Instead, she said, they adopted the
“They developed an eye for

has her photographs and some jew-
olry on display. Leah has alrendy

Not surprisingly, there is a kiln
nt the Picpenburg home where art-
is nlways in progress. - :

“He's o well-loved instructor,”
Goil eaid of her husband. *He's o
good spirit in that studio.” -

Robert.said when Gail suggested
displaying tholr artwork as a fami-
ly, he thought it was a great idea, -

*“We do a lot of things together,™
Robert said of his wife. “Wo don lot
of workshops.” ;

But this is tho firat time the fam-
ily is displaying pieces together.

*I'm just grateful to be a part of
it,” Robert said. .

He said he enjoys teaching art
because it allows people to find
their true selves, .

Robert doesn’t favor any particu-
lar piece he will be displaying.

“I'm pretty proud of )} them,” he
said, “Each is unique and special in
its-own right. I don‘t just whip
them out.” T
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Blackstone
Cabernet Sauvignon,

Merlot & Chardonnay,
Lusctous Caltfornia

Fruit!
9,993

"%J

Michigan's Fi.ncsl

Cotes Du Ventoux
ch Wines
Rose, Blane, Rouge
[}

&x

Jumbo Ocean Mist

Broccoli

Jumbo Dole 9 Count

Cauliflower
99°pd.

olavita Extra - Virgin

Olive Oi

Farmers Beat

Colavita Balsamic
Vinegar

52.69%

Scaltest
.Whole & 2%

oz,
Edy's
All Natural
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MI 48152
477-4333

Croerare

Aneann CF € TN HIATIN

THE COUNTRY'S FINEST CANCER SURGEONS
APPROVE OF THE WAY
WE OPERATE.

For thz range of our cancer care sarvices, the skill of our staff and the day-to-day operations
of our Cancer Program, the American College of Surgeons Commissten on Cancer granted
St. Mary Mercy Hospltal thelr highest level of accraditation. This honor, necdless to say, was
«  welcomed with a healthy dose of appreciation, Learn more by calling our Physician Referral
Sarvico at 1 888-484.-WELL or visit www.stmarymercy.org.

ST MARY MERCY
HOSPITAL

Livonia, M1
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