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Hills doctor’s practice focuses on pain management

BY PAUL R. PACE
*STAY? WRITER
ppaceBos.homecomm.nol

Imagine trying to live a life with
constant pain and no hope for
relief in the future,

That's what David Wingerter of
Farmington Hills said he faced not
long ago, with back pain he'd

_endured for nearly 30 years, His
lifo was returned to him, thanks in
part to Farmington Hills Dr. Den-

- nis Dobritt. ' .

“They've given me back my qual-
ity of life. I can live with what I
have enough to keep mo happy
and busy,” said Wingerter, 64.

Dobritt leads the Tri-County
Pain Consultants in an office in
the lower lovel of Providence Hos-
pital, 30055 Northwestern High-
way in Farmington Hills. The

. practice that opened last fall is
solely dedicated to treating chronic
pain through o holistic approach.

Wingerter said his lifo before
being treated by Dobritt was

hing the point of hopel:
after n job that required heavy lift-
ing eventually left him with back
pains. As years went by, tho sover-
ity of pain increased to the point
where his regular doctors were
clueless as to how to treat him,

even after several back operations.
Since seeing Dobritt 11 yeara
2go, he's been granted a new lease
on life. He calla Dobritt a “phe-
nomenal doctor.” .
‘Wingerter also pointed out that
Dr. Peter Ianni, the paychologist
on stafl, plays a role just as impor-
tant as Dobritt’s.
*Chronic pain, year after year, is
emotionally dovastating,” ho said.
By treating the pain with tech-
nology, medications and therapy,
Wingortor snid he can once again
lead a productive life even though
ho ia disabled.

Team effort

“It's tho tenm effort hero,” he
said. “The people aro nice here,
they understond.”

Though Eve Hovarter is now a
nurse ot the pain management
facility, sho was referred to the
doctor after typical dingnoses
failod to locate the causo of her
pain. Working previously at a Jocal
hospital, putting in long houra and
lifting pationts, she experienced
back pain that became so severe
she couldn’t move.

Hovarter discovered she hod
threo cracked discs in her verte-
brac that were leaking fluid,

a patient’s spine.

which was causing the pain.
Instead of fusion techniques, she
pgreed to o new procedure called
IDET that didn't require surgery.
The cracks were seaied ond she
walked out of the office the samo
day the procedure was performed,

Targoting the paln: Dr. Dobritt performs a procedure on

[
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The burning pain ceased immedi-
ately, she said,

*[t progressively got better,” she
said. “I have my life back. I work
full time, F'm busy. I want to be
busy.”

After a follow-up appointment,
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" SISTER MARY FRANCINA FABIANO
Sister Mary Francina Fabiano,

ing. ?ulriul‘folluw.ed at Holy

. RSM, a Sistor of Mercy of 67
years, died March 9 nt McAuley
Retirement Center in Farming-
ton Hills. She was 88 years old.

Baptized Ervina Mary Fabiano

. at St. Francia de Sales Church,
Holland, Mich., she was the
daughter of Patsy and Mary

- Fabiano. She entered the Sisters

. of Mercy in 1935 in Duk

Mr. Obidzinski was born Oct.
27, 1623 in Dotroit, Mich, He
died March 7. Mr. Obidzinski

She was born Donna Lou Cox
on March 3, 1936 in Farmington
Township. She died March 8 in
Farmington.

A graduate of Farmi

sho agreed to Dobritt's request
that sho work for his office.

The doctor, who is a nationally
recognized lecturer and editor, has
participated in f + 4
and conferences on the subject of
pain menagement. He said chronic
pain is a growing field that has
finally gained ncceptance as a
medical ailment in itself, though it

. atill has many hurdles to overcome

in acceptance, even politically.

He was appointed by Gov. John
Engler to the Advisory Board on
Pain and M t

Dobritt said he was the first' to
use implant spinal cord stimula-
tors. And he is nlso among the
first to focus on using nerve block-
ing and radio frequency lesioning,
among other techniques.

He said he onjoys his job
because, “We give people hope.”

Many of his patients have fol-
Jowed the doctor to his new prac-
tice since meeting him years ago.

*“We try to isolate the source of
the pain and do something conven-
tionally. We ix}legrate different

where he served as subcommittee
c]’mirmnn on professional educa-

tion.
In the '80s, he nccepted the frst
hip at

P and therapy
as part of the treatment,” he said.
He said there are pain specinlist
offices at St. Mary Mercy Hospital
i? Li.vo'nin and at Garden City

pain fell
Providence Hospital and was a
primary care doctor,

*1 felt there was & better way to
do things and developed an office
base,” the 48-year-old doctor said.

Combined effort

He felt it was important to make
the management of pain a commu-
nity-based resource, as opposed to
treating pain as an

There's still many pain treat-
ment technologies left to be devel-
oped, he said. “There are limited
resources, we've got a ways to go.”

Asgisting him at Tri-County are
Dr. Mario Roveda and Dr. Timo-
thy Wright and physician assis-
tant Jim Gilson. Tri-County Pain
Consultants is affiliated with
Michigan Pain Consultants, which
has 14 locations in Michi :

issue,
“We combine the psychology and
spiritunl support,” he said.

Call Tri-County Pain Consul-
tants in Farmington Hills at (248)
626-8200. .

St. Joseph Catholic Church, 830
Lafayette, in South Lyon for
Margaret T. Muccino, 83, of
South Lyon. Visitation will be

waas o resident of Farmington
Hills.

He is survived by his wife,
Josephine; a son, Joseph
(Michelle); a brother, Stanloy;
sisters, W‘n'nfl_n_ and Irene; and

Town, and as Sister Mary Franci-
.na, made her perpetual vows on
August 18, 1940 in Cincinnati,
- Ohie,
Sister Mary Francina earned a
BA degreo from Mercy College in
- Detroit in 1949, Following that,
- she began a 49-year career of
- elementary school ministry in
: Catholic Schools in Grand
; Rapids, Parnell, Cadillac, Bay
1 City, Lanaing, Traverse City, Big -
i Rapids, Muskegon, and in her.
* home town of Holland, In addi
¢ tion, sho taught ono year.in Clo-
{ vis, Now Mexico. . | -
She received recognition from
* local police departments and the
Michigan State Police for the
. *Safety Patrol Guidelines for
Children,” which she developed
and taught at a number of
schools in Michigan.
She loved hi

two

The family requests memoriala
be directed to the Alzhcimer’s
Association or Hospico of Michi-

gan.

Funcral arrangements were
under the direction of Heenoy-
Sundquist Funeral Homein ~ *
Farmington.

ROBERT HADDO HARRISOR
Funeral services were held

Tuesday, March 12, for Robert

Haddo Harrison, 77, of Farming-

ton, They, were officiated by Rov. .

Austin, Burial was at Ft.

Larry
. Custer National Cometery in

‘Augusta, Mich, .

Mr. Harrison was born July
29, 1924, in Hobart, Mich. and
died March 9, in Farmington.
Before moving to Farmington, he
was a resident of Waterford for
20 years.

Mr. Harrison was a tool and

math, *She had a mind for math,
a skill sho learned from her dad
when she worked in his store
befare sha entered the Sisters of
Merey,” said Sister Margaret
Platte who was hor principal in
Holland for nine years.

Sister Francina was also
deeply loved her family who
were, and continuo to be very
good to the Sisters. Her love for
the city of Holland and St. Fran-

- ¢is do Sales parish was evident

- in her Saturday walks down-
town. When visitora cama to the

: convent, her spirit of hoapitality
made people feel comfortablo

- and welcame, :

In her later years, Sister

Francina continued her ministry
. to childron by tutoring at St.
. Francia do Sales School in Hol-
* Jand. She moved to McAuley
- Retirement Center in 1088,
Sister Francina's love of God
: and her deep spirituality wes
: apparent in the warm way sho
< greated people and in hor affec-
*tion for the sistera and her fami-
*1y. She dearly loved the younger
. sisters and would often connect
* with them, Sister Francina had
- a direct woy of apenking and a
* wonderful senso of humor.
She is survived by inembers of
. her religious community, and by
 two brothers, Paul and Bill, and
+ two sistors, Bez Stokes and Rose
- Muto, ns well as by nieces,
nophows and cousing.:
A welcoming service was hold

dic and served in the
Navy during W.W.IL, He enjoyed
painting.

He is survived by sons, David
(April) of Flint, Mark (Machelle)
of Pontiac, Matthew (Monica) of
Livonin; daughters, Sherri
Daniela of Walled Lake, Mary
(JefD) Allen of Ortonville, and
Bonnia of Brooklyn, Mich.; a sis-
ter, Kathleen; brothers Pat of
Sault Ste. Marie, Mich, and
Mike of Sault Ste, Marie, Mich.;
11 grandchildren and 4 great-
grandchildren,

The famil;

il

High School, Mrs. Neff was
employed as an office clork for
the City of Farmington Hills.
She is survived by two sons, *
David of Denver Colo., and Tad
(Lois) of Novi; a daughter, Leslie
(Lloyd) Johnson of Vail, Colo.,

T from 7 to 8 p.m. and
Friday from 1 to 8 p.m. at
Phillips Funeral Home, 122
West Lake St., South Lyon.
Mra. Muccino was born Mar-
garet T, Coseo on July 30, 1918
in Detroit. She died March 11,
2

! 002,

M'gh ':Ill'; g:&ndchvldren. Mrs. Muccino was a resident of
be direeted to H:splcc of }iidﬁ' :o South Lynl;h;l; ::::ﬁx‘::v‘ng
gan, 16250 Northland Drivo, She is survived by daughters,

Suite 212, Southficld, MI, 48075.

Arrangements were under the
direction of Thayer-Rock Funeral
Home in Farmington.
LLOYD LOWELL SZTANYO

Funcral services were held
today for Lloyd Lowell Sztanyo,
67, of Howell. Rev. Frank Graves
of Shopherd of the Lakes Luther.
an Church in Brighton officiated.
Burial followed in Onkwood
Cemetery in Farmington, -

Mr. Sztanyo was born Dee. 21,
1944, in Detroit. He died March

11.

Nicknamed “Mr. Trucking,
Inc.,” Mr. Sztanyo began work at
age nine sweeping docks for his
father, Rudy, the owner.of Bucks
Express Service, Inc, He Inter
worked as a dispatcher before
starting his own trucking busi-
ness. He was most recently affili-
ated with Rush Trucking in
Wayne.

Mr. Sztanyo was a 27-year
member of tho Western Gglf and
Country Club in Redford. He
was a aportsman who enjoyed
golf, hunting, decp sea fishing,
archery, nature, and was very
active in Boy Scouts.

Mr. Sztanyo is survived by his
parents, Rudy and Dorothy of

\ Hills; fours sons,

Y
ba directed to the Farmington
Health Care Center (recreation
department), 34225 Grand River
Ave., Farmington, MI, 48335.

Arrangements were undor the
direction of Thayer-Rock Funeral
Home in Farmington.

HERMAN JAMES GIOVANN)

Funeral services were hold
Tuesday at Our Lady of Sorrows
Church for Herman James Gio-
vanni, 78, of Farmington.
Entombment followed at Glen
Eden Mausoleum.

Mr. Giovanni was born April 8,
1923, in Coluimbus, Ohio, and
died March 8, 2002 in South-
field. . ;

He was self-employed as the
owner of Bob and Herm's Stan-
dard Service in Detroit from
1852 to 1984,

Mr. Giovanni was a membor of
Our Lady of Sorrows, Monaghan
Council of the Knights of Colum.

Jordan, Zackary, Cheyne and
Chance; sisters, Glorin Jean and
Linda Jana Abidin; and one
grandchild,

The family requests that
memorials be directed to the Boy
Scouts of America.

ELAINE LOUISE OLDFORD

Funeral services were held
March 11 for Elnine Louise Old-
ford, 82, of Farmington Hills.
The Rev, Trent Fraser,
Redecmer Episcopal Church,
Southfield, officiated. Interment
was at Roseland Park Cemetery
in Berkley. .

Mrs. Oldford was born Elaine
Louise Vroman, Aug. 27, 1818 in
Jasper, New York. She died
March 7 in Farmington Hills.

Mrs. Oldford was a secretary
for 20 years for Southfield Public
Schools before retiring in1972.
Sho had nlso worked ns.a secre-
tary and sales clerk for the J. L.

- on March 11, at McAuley Center bus and American Logion Post Hudson Company.

*in Farmington Hills, followed by #271in Redford. Mrs. Oldford was o member of
- n prayer sorvice at 7 p.m. He is survived by his wife, the D.A.R. (Daughtera of the

* " The funoral mass was cele- Doria; aons, Vincont ( American Revolution) and the

. brated in McAuloy Center James (Colleen), Michael (Deb- Mayflower Socioty.

: Chapel on March 12, Burinl fol-  bie), Joseph (Theresa); daugh- She is aurvived by her hus-

" Jowed st Holy Sepluchre Ceme-  tors Patricia Cesarz and Maria band of 62 years, McDoneld Old-
- tery in Southfield. (Christopher) Franklin; sisters, ford: a son, John Oldford of Ari-

" Momorial tributes may bo sent  J! ‘cacphine Gibson, Yolanda 20na; a daughter, Dorothy

* to the Mercy Retirement Fund or Fella, snd Mary Carroll; n broth.  (Frank) Donncllon of Sterling

: the Morcy Ministry Fund, 28000  cr, Thomas; and 20 grandchils Heights, Mich.; five grandchil-

< Eloven Mile Rond, Farmington dren. . dren and 13 great- grandchile

* Hills, Mich. 48336-1408, The family requésts memorials  dren.

" Funera! arrangoments wore be directed to tho American The family requests memorials
- under the direction of McCabo Lung Association. to: Redeemer Episcopal Church,
- Funcra) Home in Farmingt A wero under the 18140 Cornell Road, Southficld,
- Hills, Mich. ! g‘iumﬁoln Ell’f Heoncy-Sundquist MI, 48075. dor th

* JOSEPH JOMN OBIDTINSX! noral Home in Farmi Ar were under the
* ™ Funoral sorvices were held DONMNA LOU NEFF direction of Thayer-Rock Funcral
: Mareh 11 for Josoph John Funeral sorvicea weroheldon  Homo in Farmington.

: Obidzinski, 78, at St. Gérald's Sunday for Donna Lou Nefl, 68, MARGAREY ¥, MUCCINO *

: Church in Farmington n Mfotime rosident of Farming- Funcral masa will be held Sat-

, with
* Father Gerald McEnhill officiat

ton. Burinl was private,

urday, March 16, at 11 a.m. at

Joyce {Don) Wahl of Howell, Jan-
ice (Ronald) Miller, of Florida;
sons Raymond, Jr. (Diane) of
South Lyon, Craig (Colleen) of
Farmington Hills; a brother,
Roymond Cosco, 13 grandchil-
dren and 32 great dchil

her husband Raymond, two
brothers and ono sister.

The family requests memorials
to the American Heart Associa-
tion, Dept. 77-3968, Chicago, IL,
60678; or the Alzhcimer’s Associ-
ation, 17220 W. 12 Mile Road,
Suite 100, Southficld, MI, 48076,
DONALD F. JEWSBURY

A celebration of life service
was held Thursday at Shalom
Lutheran Church in Pinckney
for Donald F. Jewsbury, 71, of
Gregory, Mich. Burial followed
in Pinckney Cemetery; The Rev.
Kurt Hutchens officiated.

Mr. Jowsbury was born Aug.
11, 1930 in Detroit. Ho died
March 8 in Chelsea. Ho lived in
Farmington Hills for 30 years
before moving to Gregory.

He retired in 1988 aa design

i for General Motors

ren., .
She was preceded in death by

truck plant, after 35 yeors of ser-
vice,

Mr. Jewsbury was a member
of Shalom Lutheran Churchin :
Pinckney, the Masonic Lodge in
Hazel Park, and a member of the
Society of Automotive Engincers.

He ia survived by his wife, ©
Elizabeth Garrisen; sons, Steven
of Florida, Tim (Dennis Snyder),
of California; a doughter, .
Suzanne Conlon of Lakeland,
Mich.; a sister, Jean McClain of
Columbiaville, Mich. and two
grandchildren, :

Mr. Jewsbury was preceded i
death by his first wife, Pauline,.
in 1997. .

The family requests memorials
be sent to the Huntington's Diss
ense Society of America, 107 .
Mark Dr., Mt. Clemens, MI, .
48043. L
Arrangements wero under the
direction Boll-Borek Funeral
‘Home, in Hamburg. B

YOU HAVE ARRIVED.

VISIT THE SPRING

BUINNY

MARCH 16TH TO 30TH

WEDNESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY AT 1PM © NORTH CRAND COURT

BUNNY BRUNCH

SUNDAY, MARCH 17TH @ NORTH GRAND COURT
9.30- 1 1AM » ADMISSION: $15 & CHILDREN UNDER TWO ARC FRLC

You wander inta the center of a Town Square.

“The ganlen 1s full of flowers, the lawn is jmmaculate and

the white picket fence lsw perfect touch. It is Spring

and you are hete to see the bunny simply because you

wish to sce the look of jay on your child's face.
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SOMERSET
COLLECTION

NN MARCUS, SAXS FIFTH AVENUL, NORDSTROM, MARSHALL FiEtDs
ANG MORL THAN 180 OTHIR UNIQUE SHOPS AND RESTAURANTS
+ FOR MORE INFO LOGON TO W TIHESOMISETCOLLICTION.COM




