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Attorney calls the question on cable free speech

Access user Todd
Levitt asks judge
to rule against
SWOCC bylaws

BY PAUL R, PACE
STAYF WIITER
ppace@oc.homecomm.not

Does the Farmington area local cable
autharity violate freedom of speech?

One Southwestern Onkland County
Conble Commission public access user
claims it does, And that accusation and
a request for a remedy will be brought

before an Onkland County Circuit Court
judge to be decided Wednesday.

Todd Levitt, who broadeasts his own
*The Todd L. Levitt Show" on channel
12 governed by the Farmington, Farm-
ington Hills and Novi local cable com-
mission, is nsking that a judge rule that
the commission seriously modify ita

bylaws.
“I will be declaring the rules and reg-
lati to be itutional,” anid
Levitt's nttornoy, Stephen M. Taylor.
inj! ion on

H Levitt, an attorney, pro-
duced a wine tasting seg-
ment in March 2000, said
Taylor. He sald Levitt was
suspended by director Caren
Collins for one year, because
he violated the rule that no
alcohol Is allowed on SWOCC
premises.

Technical difficulties

Then in April 2001, Taylor aeid o
show Levitt produced had technical dif-
ficulties and he wanted to redo the sog-
meont. Taylor said Collins insisted tho
original show ba brondcast nonctheless
and that's when Levitt decided to tape
his show ut other studios outside
swocc.

Ho alyo said Collins wanted certain
portions of a show removed because she

idered them to be iali:

“We want a t
the rules,” he snid.
The issuo started nearly two years

ago.

Levitt's talk show pokes fun ot
lawyers, Taylor said, Lovitt, an attor-
ney, produced a wine tasting segment in
Mareh 2000, said Taylor. He said Lovitt
was suspended by director Carcn

Collins for ona year, becauso he violated
the rule that no alcohol is allowed on
SWOCC promises.
Lovitt appealed the decision to the
cable commission and received a lighter
at th probati

tion. , .

Taylor claims Collina has unlimited
authority at the studio and his client
wants it stopped.

“Cable TV is like any other modo of
expression, it comes gloved in tho first
amendment,” Taylor said, ~

Collins said the issue ia not about vio-

lating Levitt's freedom of speech, but
about campany policy. .
“Any kind of business you run has

operating rules,” said Collins. *That T

why we hava thom, but they pertain to
operations. They hava nothing to do
with content {of the shows produced).”
Collins apid Levitt has not beon
banned from' using the studio; but like
any other access user, ho hns to eit
down in a prepreduction meeting with
SWOCC staff before n show is taped, -
The reason behind the meeting is that
staff needs to know how the facility will
used for a show so tho stafl can accom-
modate those needs, she said, .
Taylor has requested a summary
Jjudgment in his client's request before
Oakland County Circuit Court Judge
Deborah Tyner at 8:30 a.m. Wedneaday.

USINESS NEWS

NEW OFFICE

Dr. Albert Bayer is pleased
to announce that he has moved
his growing psychintric practice
to a new facility in 33481 West
14 Mile Road in Farmington
Hille. He had previously prac-
ticed at 7001 Orchard Lake Road
in Wegt Bloomficld.

Bayer is a board-certified psy-
chintrist who specializes in gen-
eral and geriatric psychiatry, na
well as sexual dysfunction and
forensic medicine.

He is also an ndjunct instruc-
tor at Wayne State University
and Clinical Coordinator of
Michigan Peer Review.

For more information, call
248-661-6708.

NEW FLOWER STORE
Sparr's Flowers new store,
Heorts and Roses, 27899
Orchard Lake Road, in Farming-
ton Hills brings a European fla-
vor to their fresh floral designs.
The Sparr's difference is in the
arranging and in the freshness.
Just ns the Dutch masters do on
the streets throughout the
Netherlands, Sparr's bouquets
are hond-tied and make attrac-
tive free-standing ornnmentation
in a'tray of water or in a more
traditional vase.
“Because Sparr's Flowers pur-
chases direct from growers in
Hélland, it eliminates five doys
/oh o londing dock,” said Jared

Sparr, owner of Sparr's Flawers,
,“We also throw out any unsold
flowers after eight hours, further

ensuring a fresh product.”

Sparr is one of approximately
700 floral arrangers in the worl
who have met the rigorous stan-
dards necessory to be inducted
as 0 member of the American
Institute of Floral Designers.

Sparr's Flowers was founded
in 1953 by Louis Sparr, Jared's
grandfather.

“{ think my grandfather would
be proud,” Sparr said of his
AIFD acereditation.

Sparr's Flowers also has locn-
tions in Northville and Novi.
STOCX SPLIT

Toll Brothers, Inec., the
nation’s leading builder of luxu-
ry homes with Midwest hend-

duced over 20 percent compound
average annual growth in rev-
enues and earnings for the last
one, three, five, seven and ten
yenr periods.

Toll Brothers was established
in 1987 and became a publicly
traded company in 1988, The
company serves move-ip, empty-
nester and active-adult home
buyers, and operates in 21
states, including Michigan. For
moroe information visit www.toll-
brathers.com.

AAMCO OPENS SHOP

Tho latest membor of the
AAMCO chain of transmission
specialists recontly opened its
doors at 33350 Nine Mile Road.

“We're proud to join the F{lm_-'

quarters based locally in Farm-
ington Hills, today da
2-for-1 split of its common atock.
Stockholders of record as of
the close of business on March
14 will be entitled to ono addi-
tional share for each share held
at that time. The new shares
will be distributed on March 28,
Chairman and Chiel Executive
Officer Robert 1. Toll stated, “We
are pleased to announce this
stack split for our stockholders.
We believe that this action,
which reflects management's
fid in our tr d
growth potential, will increase
investor liquidity and enhance
our appeal in the retail market.”
Toll Brothers, Inc. gencrnted
$2.2 billion in revenues and $213
million in carnings in fiscal
2001. The company has pro-
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Gesund takes another
shot at county board seat

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFY
ppacc@oc.homecomnunet

Ryan Gesund is running for
Oakland County Commissioner
in the 14th District, which con-
sists primarily of Farmington

‘ Hills, west of Drake and the

entiro city of Farmington.

This is Gesund's third run for
county commission, having cam-
paigned in 1998 and in 2000,

Gesunad has lived in Farming-
ton Hills sinco age 12, He is o

d of North Farmingt

the new AAMCO franchise.
“This is wonderful place to set
i"p business and a great place to
ive”

The Farmington location joins
726 other locations across Narth
America in offering quality,
value-priced  tranamission
repairs,

AAMCO of Farmington offers
drivers expert t ission per-

High School and holds a bache-
lor's degree in poiiticull'aglunc::

# Gesund also wants to
revamp the county’s
vaccination process.
He sald the Farmington
area needs flu vaccina-
tion clinics in the city
such as the high -
schools or the Costick
Actlvitles Conter as
opposed to forcing
people to drive outside
the city boundaries to
get shots.

from Eastern Michi

ty.

He joined his father and broth-
er after graduation to help run
Super Car Wash Syatems, where
ho serves as vice-president and
sccretary. The company owns
eight car washes in Oakland and

vico featuring qualified techni-
cians, atate-of-the-art diagnostic
equipment, and a choice of war-
ranties that are honored from
const-to-const.

Longenecker said, “We like
AAMCO’s commitment to 100
percent customer satisfaction,”
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709 OFF
' Your Entire Bill
i Everyday!

(wlth this coupon only)

NONG RONG BUFFET « Good thra Aprl 30, 002

ROH9 ROKg

BERUFFE Ti§
“Chinese Buffet Re 3

| Szechuan, Hunan and Cantoiicse Cuisine |
28333 Grand River (ust N. of8 Mile, seross from Botsford Hospital)
Farmington Hills » 248~442-9054

Open Mo Thurs, 10:50-10:00; Fri.-Sat, 10:30-01:00; Suz. 14:00-8:30
Carry-Out and Dine-In Avallable

OPENING

oA

taurant

BUFFETS:
Lunch Buffet.....

(ALl LJay Sun. 11:00-

Alt-Vou-Can-Eat

Over 50 Dishes to Enjoyu!
Joo— A 9'5 roreeens $6.25 1

SERVING LOBSTER riiday & Sabuntay Diner- Sunday All Dy

*Cliildren 2 years of age ent FREE! |

!

l

Adult  Child udcr 12y |

$8.9; .$6.50

" BUFFET INCLUDES ICE CREAM |i
S L k11000 i|

ECTRONICS

The Home Theater Specialist
SALES « SERVICE ¢ DESIGN*INSTALLATION
TVs » VCRs « Camcorders * Stereos *» Computers

Panasonic.

Just slightly ahoad of our timas

Simply The Best
High Definition TV*
Money Can Buy
PT-4TWX49

* HDTV Monltor (10801, 480p)

* 16:9 Aspect Ratlo

» 2-Tuner Picture-In-Picture with
Split Screen Display

« Progressive Scan Doubler

 Free Dellvery and Set-Up

» HDTV Ready

47" HDTV PROJECTION MONITOR

$1999%

Stop by for a Demonstration

www.clearviewelectronics.com

FREE ESTIMAYES ON
NEW CONSTRUCTION
'REWIR,
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ZED H
«Panasonic sMarantz *Onkyo
sintegra ¢NHT sMirage oM & K
sNilos ¢Speakercratt *Panamax
sSharpvision & More

s
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svazmacren
Your HDTV Spacialists!
Visit Our Websito at
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Store Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 to 8; Friday 9 to 7; Saturday 10 to 4: Sunday Closed
-

3355 Orchard Lake Road * Keego Harbor

(Between Cass and Commerce Rd.)
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He hus served on the commit-
tee to increase voter participa-
tion for three years. He said he
attenda council meetings and
study sessions. | .

The 29-year-old believes he is
the most qualified candidate,

after attending 60 percent of the
county commission meetings in
the last four yenrs.

His plan includes updatea on
the drainage and sewage system
and initiating quarterly town
meetings. As ho has promised in
past campaigns, he said he
would introduco five resolutions
in tha first three months of 2003,
all of which pertain to issues

. about which he is concerned.

Gesund also wants to revamp
the county’s vaccination process.

Ryan Gesund

He anid the Farmington area
needs flu vaccination clinics in
the city such as the high schools
or the Costick Activities Center
as opposed to forcing peaple to
drive outside the city boundaries

.to get ghots,

He said ho is a Democrht, bist
is running on his own isaues.

[Observer Classifieds selll Call 1-800-579-SELL|
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CANO
SPORT

dvéiture

hosted by:

leffrey Arena

3990 Jackson Road
Ann Arbor, M1 48103
734-997-7465

Sport

March
2324

Where can you take your family and experience
adventure sports such as kayaking, canoeing, mountain
biking, mountain climbing, camping, scuba diving, and
fly fishing all at one convenient location? Easy answer...
The Adventure Sport Expo is the perfect solution for
those who are interested in exploring outdoor
challenges, testing equipment and skills needed to
ehjoy these activities safely and responsibly. You will be
introduced to several hundred of the latest model :
canoes, kayaks, and
sea kayaks as well as
the adventures you
can experience in our
great outdoors! The
expo is hosted by
leading outfitters,
interest groups,
_clubs, and related
manufacturers.

SUNGSNOW

Jeffrey

Hours: Saturday 10-6; Sunday Noon-5 Admission: Adults $5.00; Child 12 and underlfvce.
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