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Cafe owner is

BY BUE BUCK
BTAYY WRITER
shuck®oohomecomm.net

‘baffled’ by school illnesses

an i in tion with
the achool incident.

A report was expected to be
finalized this aft (Thura-

* The ofa
cafo said there will be no charge

. for meals delivered to the Farm-

.ington Public School Pistrict fol-
lowing reported instancoes of
sickness.

. . But Erica Wasser snys she has
no idea what might have caused

,the stamach upsets that plagued
at lenst 26 people who attended
Students Operating Schools Day

’March 8,

+ The sandwiches propared by
Smooth Moves Juice Bar and
Cefe, 30333 Southfield Road

*were delivered about 10:46 a.m.

+ to the Farmington Training Cen-

- ter, Participants had gathered
a‘mz: 3 n}omigg when st)udentu

ant
trators to learn about o career in
education. About 90 people were
{nvolved, half students.

“We don’t know what hap-
poned,” said Wasser who co-
owns the businesa with her hus-
bana Jeff, “We got cited for noth-
ing. Everything was up to code.”

However, Larry Harris, envi-
ronmental services supervisor

. for the Oakland County Health
: Division, said several violations
- were issued to the cafo followi

day).

“The number one thing was
that bare hand contact was
being used,” Harris said, That
means employees didn't don
gloves whilh handling food.

Other observations that will be
mentioned in the report were
that one hand sink didn't have
paper towels and the dishwasher
wasn't properly sanitizing, he
said.

Erica Wasser said that hor
business, located in a health
club, has never before been cited.
Also, people who frequent the
henlth ciub ate the same sand-
wiches March 8 and no ono
became ill.

Interviews, testing

. Dr. Corolyn Bird, chief of med-
ical services for Onkland County
Health Division, said Fridey
that the eafe was inspected after
the incident. Of 87 people picked
for samplo interviows, Bird said
that 28 reported being ill. Of.
thase, 20 people ate the chicken
snlad sandwich. The others ate
tuxén salad, turkey ung cheese
an ' i

caused illnesses in staff and

‘He’s a tough kid, but he
was white, mom says

At loast ono Farmington Public School District porent is
grateful to school officials for more closely examining what

who

Operating Schools day.

the chicken salad.

Linda Stulberg, whose son Bradloy is o North Farmington
High School sophomore, said ehe called both the school district
and the health department to report her son's illness. He ate

She expressed hor gratitudo to school district officials, who
sent o lotter informing her of the incident. She wouldn't have
mado the connection to the cause otherwise.

«'m sure this was nothing intentional, but my concern is for
my eon's well being,” Stulberg said. “My son was sick nll week-
end. He's n tough kid, but he was white. T hope it doesn't have
a long-term impact on his health.”

*The food enten was contami-

. nated but we cannot tell the pre-

cise mechanism. We can'’t say
100 percent what contaminated
it or the factors which contami-
nated it. The chicken salad was
contaminated. There was some
organism in it. We don't know
the organism yet,” Bird said.
Stool were i

said it is possible to obtain good
samples from people who are
already feeling better.

The culture results arc still

pending and can take up to threu.

weeka, Bird said.

That docen’t ncgate what
needs to be done in terms of any
improvement, Bird said.

She lained food products

from four or five people. Bird

Cassaaniasars

spokesman,

nates.

| Oskland Press.

Gill student steals
contest by spelling
‘burglary’ right

Gill Elementary fifth graders Niharika
Shastri and Christopher Lavalle were the top
- spellers in tha Feb. 18 apelling bee.
Shastri came in first place and Lavalle net-
ted a close second place ranking. Shastri won
on the word “burglary,” nccording to a school

Kovin Pilszak and David Mclntee are atter-

. The judges were parent Lynne Hnlton,
Elaine Carlson, a media center specinlist,
Carol Roble, a Reading Recovery teacher and
Carolyn Rittner, n teacher leader.

- Shasti and LaVallevill go on to the March
. 17_regional conlxpctiuon sponsored by the

Finals are Moy 26 in Washington D, C.

Niharika Shastri and Christopher Lavalle
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Come enjoy Beauty Advantages, happening right now!

Wae'll show you tha exciting new beauty trends end colors of the season,
and makeup artists will share their expertisa with you In 8 personal
consultation. Stop by, or cali us 1o book an appainiment.

Discover what's new from:
Estée Lauder

'Right now, we have $20 just

Come see the newest fashions! With your Beauty or Fragrance
purchase of $100 or more, we'll give you 8 $20 certificate to use
quard your total look for spring.

30,
oward A single

2002 ond may nol bo usad for Boouty or Fragranco
of $100 or more at Jacobson's.

Your purchase

ore
D must Inciudo at loast one
- Sba your Associato for detals,

MON-SAT 10-9 » OPEN SUN AT NOON |

Jacobson’s

Birminghan » (245) §44-6000 Livonia o 801-7808
Rochester (248 6318000 30

Jacobsons.com

Itom peicod 81 $20 o more. Some oiher restrictiona apply.

for you!
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can be contaminated if the per-

son prep the food didn't use
gloves or if the food handler was
ill. Eggs and chicken are known
to carry salmonells, she said.

The Oskland County Health
Division questioned preparation
and food temperatures, Erica
snid,

“They said the preparation
was fine,” she said, *We talked to
Farmington Schools and asked if
there was anything wo could do
to resolve this, We've been in
business for over four years. I
have no idea what happened.
"l-'hc flu is going around like wild-
ire.”

Prepared fresh

Everything was prepared
fresh, Erica said. “The chicken
was newly delivered and the
mayonnnise was fresh. Every-
thing was freshly opened. The
chicken came in the day before.
I'm very baflled.” :

Erica said she didn't find out
about the complaints until the
afternoon of March 12, The dis-
trict sent out letters to parents
and staff en March 13. The
health division interviewed stu-
dents with the permission of
their parents Thursday evening.

While the food waa delivered
ta the Farmington Training Cen-

DDA director Downey

BY SUE Buck

STAFP WRITER

sbuck@oc.homecomm.net
Downtown Development

Authority  Director Judy

Downey's last doy isn't untit Jan.
2, 2003, but she decided to
announce her retirement carly.

Downey, 65, and a long-time
Lapeer resident, plans to help
raise her grandchildren. Her son,
Scott, n head golf professional at
Currie Galf Course in Midland,
has two children, Kyler, 7 and
Ethan, 5.

She is also pursuing her deci-
sion to become a deacon in the
Episcopnl Church, a part-time
position, She will assist the priest
and work with for the bishop in
the Enstern Michigan Diocese.
She's been studying Monday
nights at St. Paul in Saginaw and
should finish by the cnd of next
year. Field work will follow,

“Just as 1 am the linison
hetween the DDA and the city 1

W ‘It's been a wonderful
time in my life. It has
been interesting, chal-
lenging and rewarding
to work for this munici-
pality.’

Judy Downey

DDA Director

tor in coolers, there wos no
refrigeration in the building. *I
understand some people took the
sandwiches home,” Erica said.

Maxfield said students began
eating lunch about 11:16 n.m. s0
he didn't belicve refrigeration
was an issue. “We've been cater-
ing meals there forever,” Max-
field said. “I'm sorry for them
(the business) that it hoppened,
but it is their responsibility.”

Bird said it isn't probable that
the contamination took place at
FTC because each sandwich was .
individually wrapped.

*“Jt's hard when you don't know
what happened,” Erica said, “We
have no idea where it came from.
This is our life. Qur business is
family owned. It is a major thing
for ua.”

This was the third time the
cafe delivered to Farmington
Schools, The first time was in
February, Erica said, when some
female cmployees took advan-
tage of coupons Jeff had handed
out for five free lunch sandwicli-
es, like those delivered March 8.
The cofe also catered s meal
served before a school board
meeting.

Onkland County aanitarian
Keith Krinn didn't return sever-
al requests for more information.

will retire

city and DDA plan to again apply
for the National Main Street
Technical Assistance grant, an
Oakland County grant which
helps provide expertise to citica
with downtown business dis-
tricts. She hopes to nasist the
new employee in that process.

Downey's salary is $54,500 and
her duties also include mannging
d cvent.

will be the lisison between the
community and the church,”
Downey said.

She will be ordained in 2004.

Family is important to Downey,
who lost her doughter, age 20, in
o drowning necident at a small
Inke in Lapeer. The accident left
lingering sorrow.

“I have to be very busy,”
Downey said.

Having held her position for 10
years, she predicts that a new
DDA director will need to be
hired by November, because the

“It's been n wonderful time in
my life,” Downey said. "It has
been interesting, chalienging and
rewarding to work for this munic-
ipality.”

DDA President Ron Oglesby
told Farmington City Council
members Monday he reluctantly
accepted Downey's retirement
natice. *1 think she has her mind
made up,” he said,

Revitalizing the Downtuwn
Farmington Center and develop-
ing n community pavilion are
part of the DDA's three-year
action plan, Oglexby =aid.




