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State rep takes letters personally

BY JONI HUBRED
STAFY WRITER
jhubred@oechomecomm.net

‘When the letters started pour-

ing into her Lansing office from
Clarencoville Middle School stu-
dents, state Rep. Laura Toy (R-
Livonin) decided to do something
more than just write back.
. On Monday, Toy visited stu-
dents in Anthony Salciccioli’s
social studies classes, answering
questions and giving them a clos-
er look at how government really
works.

Salciccioli snid he encouraged
students to correspond with any
government lender, right on up to
President George W. Bush, as o
way to help them become more
civic-minded.

I told them if you're going to
complain, complain to the right
people,” he said,

Toy felt responding in persen
might be o little more offective
than mailing ofl a report on an
issue. “Especinlly ot these ages,
you can influence them. And it's
nice to hear their viewa on
isgues,.”

Studenta in Salciccioli’s 2nd
hour class tock a hard line on
whether Andrea Yates, a Texas
mother recently convicted of
killing her five children, should
have gotten a doath sentence,
mthor than life in priann,

h she’d been di

Checks and Balances: State Representative Laura Toy
talks about the different branches of state government.

who try to sell their own children.
“There are six thousands meccs
1 "

of I ion and 148

aible for there to be “shared
power,” with Republicans and
D having an equal num-

who have to make these deci-
sions,” Toy snid,

While Gov. John Englcr hus a
lot of power, uhe ila

ber of votes.

“If you have a majority, that
party has all the (committee)
chai hips and vice chair-

bill is stopped in the House or

wnl.h a mental illness, most fclt
she should have been

Senate, it doesn’t go any farther
b ing o law. With 110

“Just because you'ra crazy
doesn't menn you can kill peaple
and get away with it,” said 13-
ycnr-old Jeremy Spriggs.

Toy then pushed the issue of
capital punishment a step fur-
ther, asking how they felt about
imprisoned Dr. Jack Kervorkian,
who hos admitted helping others
end their lives. The conscnsus
appeared to bo that was different,
because the “victim" wanted to
dic anyway.

‘Change with the times

Using varicus examples of how
times have changed, Toy said
lawmakers have to use their
experience and undurulnndmg
when they deal with issues the
law docsa't cover.

*Laws have to be tweaked and
changed to suit the times,” she
snid, citing new laws that govern

* Intornot predators and parents
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to
legislators in the House, it's pos-

manships,” said Toy, who serves
on the powerful nppropriations
committee, which has 27 mem-
bers, 17 of whom are Republi-

cans,

Becnuse of the 2000 Census
and redistricting, Toy'a district
will change to cover all of Livo-
nia, She explained representa-
tives serve two years and are lim-
ited to three terms.

“Same peaple say six years isn't
long enough, and believe me it
isn't long enough,” she said, *The
focus becomes getting re-clected
und people  don't  get
involved...and about the time you
get to know the answers, it's time
to leave.”

While issues Jike gun control
and the airport authority were
touched on, students also asked
about isaues close to their own
hearts.

“Are there any new lawa about
go-karts?” nsked Lee Diaz, 13,

Because those machines aren't
classified as motor vehicles, they
can't be driven on streets. Howev-
er, Toy said, the issue is slso a
local one,

“{ would write my city council,”
sho advised Diaz.

Toy left students with one of
her favorite aspects of serving in
the legialature.

“What's neat is all 110 people
come from all over the state and
they have all different points of
view. The Speaker (of the House)
is a farmer. How important ia
that to us? We live in a city so we
don't have to be concerned with
the different issues farmers face.
As a state rep, I have to find out
how the other reps feel.”
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Admission $2.00 * Lunch Available
No Baby Strollers, Please
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