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Adjustability important |

in closet systems

BY JAMES AND MORRIS CAREY
FOR AP WEEKLY FEATURES

We recently built closet
systems in our homes. Our
wives helped with tho instal-
lation and we wanted to
sharo our experience with

you.

Pro-fabbed shelving sys-
toms are a bit more bulky
than most individuals can
handle, so enlist the help of a »
friend or spouse.

Store owners like to spruce
up their displays with the
most claborato and most
expensive combinations of
products such as pull-out tie
racks; pull-out hampers; pull-
out belt racks; built-in iron-
ing bonrds; raised panel
doors; clear acrylic doors;
drawer dividers and more.

Fancy finishes can make
your new closet system look
moro attractive and can
increase versntility,

Experts told us that most
folks buy systems with fewer
features. It does take some
imagination to figure out
how to use all of those whis-
tles and bells;, but once in
place, & well-appointed closet
system can be a plensure to
use. So, keep these features
in mind aa you design your
own system.

‘The popular combination of
items requested by moro
than 80 percent of closet-sya-
tem purchasers includt: t.hn;-n

basic a

W Experts say to plan in advance for what
you will want to store In your closet. We
agree, planning Is smart, but no one can be
absolutely sure of how a storage system will
ultimately be used. Therefore, we feel it
makes sense to leave yourself cholces.

Alao, if needs do change,
the adjustable closet system
can change, too. We think
that adjustability is an
important feature and that
adjustable shelving con
reduce anxiety over how
one's garmenta eventually
will fit within the now
scheme of things.

Experts suggest consider-
able savings can be realized
by purchasing and using a
fixed-shelving system. Sorry,
but we found that the added
veraatility of an adjustable
system reduced our anxioty
which in itself waa worth the
cost,

However, it's your closet
and your pocket book, so you
get to decide,

Pre-drilled adjustable sya-
tema go way beyond being
able to simply changae shelf
positiona, With these types of
closet systems the shelves
can be replaced with clothes
poles. In this way, the same
space can be used for eithor
hanging or shelf storage.

And later, the syatem can

gle-p
section for long hanging; a
- shelf aection for folded items,
shoes, ete.; and a double-pole
section to maximize hanging
space for shorts, shirts, etc.

Almost oll pre-fabbed clos-
ot shelf systems have
adjustable shelves. Again,
experts tell us that when vis-
iting past customers, thoy
find most shelves are not
moved aRer installation. Is
this silly, or what? Adjuatable
shelving costs more, but jan't
taken advantage of?

This is where we have to
-disagree with the experta.
Although one might not
adjust shell placement later,
having the ability to initially
msake adjustments can be
extremely important to the
novice who ian’t sure exactly
what to plan for.

dified — without the
use of tools — as either hang-
ing or shelving space. Simply
slip out the shelves and slip
in the pole.

In our syatem, each module
came with shelves and a
pole. We mounted the pole
brackets in every unit
whether it was going to be
used for hanging or not. In
locations where we decided
to uso shelves, we pulled the
pole out (leaving the pole
brackets in place) nnd stored
the pole in the corner of the
closet.

Later, if we need more
hanging and less shelving,
we will be able to make the
change in reverse just as
fast.

Plan ahead
Experts say to plan in

advance for what you will
want to store in your closet,
We agree, plananing ia
smart, but no one can be
absolutely sure of how a
storage system will ulti-
mately bo used. Therefore,
wo feel it mokes aonse to
leave youraelf choices.
Install a shelf system that
can be used either for hang-
ing or shelving. This way,
you can't go wrong.

Be careful not to box in
corners in walk-in closets by
plocing shelving so that
clothing abuts the shelf
foce, This might be OK
when the closet is only par-
tially full, but once clothes
poles are completely filled,
getting to shelves in corners
can be a real problem.

Corner units ave available
that eliminate this problem,
This is where spending
slightly more can get you a
big return on your invest-
ment.

Yet, there are things that
cost a lot that don't improve
atorage, such as:

W Chrome clothes polea
{painted ones hold equally
well),

] Glass shelves
(melamine ones nre casier
to keep clean).

B Exotic lighting (the
good old-fashioned fluores-
cent kind still is best),

Bright lighting is a good
investment in any closet.
Not exatic lighting - bright
lighting.

Lighting that can help
you differentiate between
nevy blue and black and
between dark green and
dark blua ia helpful.

Tie racks can bo uged for ’

ties and suspenders, too,
Wire drawers can be used
up high for drawer storage
that you can sce through.
And don't forget shoe racks
and dirty clothes hampers.

Different mortgages good
for different situations

Purchasing a home is gen-
crolly the biggest investment
most pedple make,

How you choose to finance
is eoxtremely important.
Options can be confusing
because loans are nearly as
varied as the homes thoy're
designed to help peoplo pur-

for a fixed-rate loan, at lenst
until the first adjustment, so
ah ARM gencrally allowe
buyers to qualify for a higher
loan amount than they could
with a fixed-rate loan.

Mae to offer a menu of spe-
cinlized mortgage products
through Fannie-Mae
approved lenders,
The second major category
of loans, a8 ls,mted earlier, is
11

But in exch the home
buyer must bear a greater
nmount of interest rate risk.

gov N
The most popular loan in
thia category is a Federal
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You're invited to see Pine
Creck Ridge. a master-
planned community of
natural elegance with

chase. Most ARMs have cape to regu-  Housing  Administration access to Brighton Lake
Basically, loans fall into  latethe amount the interest mte loan. and Lime Lake. Enjoy

two categorics, conventional  can increase or decreasa during With an FHA.insured loan, - e = p

and government individunl adjustment periods a homobuyer can make a POUUHQ- swimming, ish-

insured/guaranteed, with sev-  and across the life of the loan. down payment as littlo as 3 ing and nature troils, os

eral optiona in each. Torms vary for ARMs, with percent. well as a community pool,

The most popular kind of
conventional loan is fixed rate.
The interest rate for fixed-rato
loans remains the same for
the life of the loan, which is
generally 15 or 30 years.

some maintaining a fixed
rate for up to 10 yeara before
any adjustments occur, while
other may adjust one year
after closing.

The third most popular cat-

With a 30-year 4
morc interest is paid over the
lifo of the loan and equity in
the home is built more slowly.

egory of | loans is
a balloon mortgnge. They can
function like either fixed- or
adjustable-rate mortgages for

The FHA charges the bor-
row an upfront mortgage
insurance premium plus o
monthly charge.

Veterans Affaira (VA) loans
are also used to finance
homes. Qualified US. veter-
ans, active service members
and reservists can obtain
homeo loans without making a
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cabana and teanis court,
You' have access to a
beoutiful, spacious com-
munity lodge and beach
for private use to all
homeowners. Pine Creek
Ridge is located in
Brighton’s award-winning

But monthly paymonts are the first soveral years. down payment, _ Ravine & Lakefront school district, and min-
lower than with a 15-year  Generally, the interest rate  First-time VA borrowers Heavilyj Wooded utes from mojor frecways.
mortgage. ia lower than a parable only pay o 1-p t funding

A 15-year mortgoge means
higher monthly payments,
but faster pay down of princi-
pal and generally lower inter-
cst ratea than a 30-year term.

The sccond most popular
conventional loan is an
adjustable-rate mortgage
(ARM). An { starts with
a lower initial i rate,

30-yoar, fixéd-rate mortgage.
But once the designated time
period ends, the borrower
owes the remaining balance
on the loan in a lump sum.
As a practicn] matter, the bal-
ance is refinanced, but the
terms are renegotinted at the
time of that refinance.

Con i 1 mortgage

then ndjuste periodically
according to the terms of the

loans require private mort.
gage insurance if the buyer

fee, which can be rolled into
the loan. VA loan guidelines
are generally more flexible
than conventional and FHA
loan guidelines.

Other government insured
or guaranteed loana include
those offered by the Michigan
State Housing Development
Authority, (800) 327-8168 or
www,mshda.org, and the
Rural Housing Service.
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