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Residents suggest privatizing

BY SUE BUCK
BTAFF WRITER

A aparso crowd listened to
budget cut 1s May 21 for

Maxfield said.
“It's quid pro quo,” he said.
Bob Stulberg, a parent of two,
u'skud nbout outsourcing non-

the Farmington Public School
district.

Of about 20 people who
attended, half oither woro
employed by or voluntecred with
the district.

Added revenue of $200 per
pupil announced by Gov: John

services, like cleaning.
“I'm just wondering if this wauld
be cheaper before we cut teach-
ers.” he snid. “There seems like o
lot is being cut: student teacher
ratios, other positions which
teach our students. Have wo
looked at reducing olhni_’centml

Engler Feb. 6, while ,
won't solve an anticipated bud-
get crunch, officinls said.
Although the amount will
decrense the projected deficit of
$6.4 million, the district will still
be short $4 million for the 2002-
2003 school year, according to
district information,

The district also expects a
shortfall for the 2003-2004
school year.

“This is a two-year problem,”
said Cheryl Cannon, assistant
superintendent of business,
finance and operations,

Officinle intend to use $1.2

million from the district'a fund *

balance to reduce the shortfall.
This is a one-time only adjust-
ment from the fund balance.

August Blomquist compliment-
ed presentations made by Farm-
ington Public Schools Superin-
tendent Bob Maxfield, Cannon
and Mary Reynolds, business
manager.

In answer to Blomquist's com-
ments about cfficiency and
duplication of services b

The district studied privatiza-
tion about six yeara ago, Cannon
said. Custodinl positions have
been reduced in the past. Con-
tracting out bus transportation
isn’t n good idea because onco
buses are sold, it's difficult to
come up with the money to pur-
chasc them again, sho said.

Regarding central office
staffing cuts, Cannon said last
year budgeted positions for o
director of student services and
accounting supervisor weren't
filled.

When an employee in the
school/community relations divi-
gion left, the position wasn't
filled, Cannon said.

“We're constantly asking the
question, ‘Can we do the samo
th'{gg for less money?',” Maxficld
anid.

Field trips

Sharon Bussall, an active Lon-
gacre Elementary parent, was
concerncd some children may
not be nblg to aflord field trips.

the local district and the inter-
mediate school district, Maxfield
snid Oakland Schools is purchas-
ing the 47th District Courthouse
on 10 Mile. The facility will be
turned over to Farmington for
instructional media support in
return for nccess to the Farming-
ton Troining Center on Thomas,

Her q dealt with con-
tracting privately to provide field
trip transportation, di

proposed reductions will moko
the situntion tighter.

“In my school, wo are working
with PTAs and we are trying to
find additional ways to fund
them,” Lowis said, *I' don't
expect and I didn't hear from my
collengues that this will mean a
significant decreasoe in fiel
trips.” '

Torry Klenczar, director of
adult and community cducation,
said the district is looking at
grants. One would allow one
field trip per elementary school.

The question of grants
PTA Council President Kim
Heath asked whether a seminar
could be held for parents to
teach them how to Jook for and
write grants, One waa offered 8
faw years ago, Cannon said.
Parent Kim Garfinkle asked
about establishing a linison with
a university. The Oakland Uni-
versity dopartment where her
husband, David, tenches is fund-
ed by grants, sho said.
Maxficld snid the district is
hat limited in obtaini
grants, because it already
sponds about $10,000 por stu-
dent. .
Resident Dick Wallaco faulted
cuts in school bus purchases.
“You are merely deferring future
expense,” he said, “You are not,
in any way, reducing future
expense, It's a matter of conve-
nience and safety. I don't think
this is o savings and should not
be labeled as a savings in any
ey’

14 ndmi

d that admin-

the range of field trips, issucs of
linbility and allowing parent
transportation.

Forest Elementary Principal
Lloyd Lewis represented clemen-
tary achool principals studying
the field trip issue. He agreed

B “ dget from page Al

istrators have decbated thia
amang themselves. He anid Can-
non comes closer to Wallace's
peint of view.

“We have done such a good job
of replacing eight to 10 buses a
year,” Maxfield said.

affect classrooms.

To save $1,333,600, the dis-
trict will increase classroom
staffing ratios from 23:1 to 24:1.
The impact will vary by school,
depending on schedules and the
number of students per grade
levet.

Reducing three full-time and
one half-time extra teaching
staff positions at schools will
yield a savings of 5526,000_‘.

On the
chopping block
M Supply and purchased
service budgets will be reduc-
tions: $600,000
M Reduction of funds for
new and replacement equip-’
ment,:new and:replacoment.
“technology; and-school bu
replacement: $895,000
B Reducing special educa-
tion iti

Extra hing stafl arc assi

for special purposes within
buildings to accommodate specif-
ic needs.

Administrative positions have
been and will continue to be
reviewed for reduction during
the year, with a targeted savings
of $200,000. Cheryl Cannon,
assistant superintendent for
business, finance and eperations
said it's possible there mny be no
further cuts in this area or

room

and a portion of psychologist
time: $207,480

R Eliminating some clerical
and support staff positions:
$200,000

.M Medin technician hours
will be reduced from cight to
six hours per day as well as
the two days worked when
students are not in session:
$175,000 ’

_l Discontinuing driver's

1,

may be li
through attrition.

Central office staffing was
reduced last year when the posi-
tion of Jim Myers, executive
director for K-12 services, was
eliminated, and two other posi-
tions weren't filled.

There hasn't been an carly
retirement incentive offered for

dimins “Dr. Maxfield is

& Eliminating a bilingual
paraprofessional position:
$35,000

instructionnl services from
Farmington, resulting in three
reduced positions instead of four,
Cannon snid,

An allocation of $5 per pupil
'will no longer be provided to

too fearful half of his administra-
tora will leave,” Cannon quipped.
Restructure, reduce

Restructuring services to
school buildings will reduce four

ildi to help defray the cost
of student field trips. “Hopefully
the PTA in the buildings will
support them or use their per
pupil allowance,” Cannon snid.

In an effort to both reduce
duplicati itions and ser-

instructionnl support positions
housed at the Farmington Train-
ing Center nnd saves $280,000.
Hoswever, it's possible that Oak-
Iand Schools will contract for
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vices at the Alameda and
Fairview Early Childhood Cen-
ters, the district will fill elemen-
tary schools first before offering
the kindergarten through second

grade program and the carly
childhood centers. The district
targetas a $362,000 savings.
Alameda Principal Helene
Blackman is expected to retire
and Michele Meyers, an admin-
istrative intern, ia leaving the
arca. -
Implementing & new dial tone

- gervice provider. for.telephone

gervice July 1 will reault in a
$90,000 savings. *It will cause o
(phone) number change for some
of the schools in the north,” Can-
non aaid.

The controversial shared-time
arrangement with Our Lady of
Sorrows School to provide art,
music and physical education,
would increase revenue by
$226,000. The contract will be
discussed again at the April 23
board meeting.

Transportation for secondary
students who in the School-of-
Choice program will be climinat-
ed to save $50,000. This will also
save time because all sccondary
students were transported to
schoal 20 minutes before the
start of school to accommodate a
shuttle going between schools.

The community education pro-
gram providing preschool, Edu-
care, summer school and com-
munity educntion programs will
work toward covering all direct
and indirect program costs, a
savings of about $75,000.

The district will continue Ger-
man and Japanese langunge
instruction at high schools, Ger-
man will be offered via TV for
next year. Japanese language
students will be bused to one
school for instruction, allowing
reduction of a part-time staff
person and a savings of $42,000.

“Picky, Picky, Picky"
CARPET CLEANING.”

5 Rooms

0
12'X18'

Only average room

sz,

s during
March

Plus...Special Easter Animals by s
. 1
WL
X Fun Asiortment
e )
W i
SN WM

YW surern 12 Mie R
) l Bertiey (DI
) T oy

Coupon for Carpet Cloating ot
www.hagoplancarpelcieaning.com

(800)696-1260

Olfer explres 4/6/02.
*Soma restrictions apply.

7 Sofa or 2 Chairs

AL ..




