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high standard for future squads !

1 with the local VFW Yaku Moton-Sprulit, 88 center; The Wastland 3 |
and American Legion. John Glenn grad, who also doublos as tha team

So what were conches and fans snying comedian, found a home on Hoggerty Rood afer ¢
this year about Schooleraft? stints ot Parls JC (Tex.) and Mount Zion Chrls-

There may have been moro athletic tlon Academy (N.C.). He has the size, butk {260
teams, but not many were smarter, pounds), footwork ond tauch sround the baskel
more disciplined or better d 1y, 10 contribute to a mid-mejor or low mid-major

All five Ocelot starters averaged in achgol. If he Improves his rebounding skille,
doublo figures for the tournament, o8 wateh out. . )
woll 05 a key reserve. Emlr 6-8 forward: A solld role ..

This team brought their ‘A’ game to player who got tougher 88 the season wore oa. » .
the table most nights. Ho often guarded the oppasing toam's top play-

Wha could forget the three tourna- eor, He scored 16 ung 15 in his finel two gomes **
ment wins at Southern Idaho, the rip- o8 an Ocolot and proved ha could grab rebounds -
ping of Flint Mott, followed by the and loosa balla. He should fiad & home at a low
impressive run through the conforence, mejor and wilt not disappolnt, w
state and region tourneya?

Nat to be forgotten was the 13-hour
h odyssey to Wahp N.D. and n 52-82
victory before 4,000 fans at North Dako-
ta State College of Science.

The opening round NJCAA Tourna-
ment overtimo victory over Allegany
(Md.) was another highlight followed by
a lopsided win in the quarterfinals over
Itawamba (Miss.).

Tho 12 Schooleraft players who trav-
eled to Hutchinson all brought some-
thing unique different to the table.

Ironically, only two players roturncd
from laat year's 32-4 tenm which quali-
fied for Hutchinson — guard Javon

DA(F)

S’craft team set

Javon Clark’s th
the dend corner as time expired.

Dixie escaped with a 72-68 win and
went on to rally in the second half to
boat homestate favorite Coffeyville
(Kan.) for the national championship
the next night before 7,000 in tho
lex‘tcLhin‘snn §pnrtn Arona, 82-81.

an

Wabash Valley (IIL.) were left to play for
third place. And to the Occlots' credit,
they bounced back from their only blem-
ish on the year with a resounding 111-
86 win.

The NJCAA Tournament is like no
other. It brings 16 high-caliber teams
from across the country into one venue,

And it's quite an extravaganzn,

First, it draws a slew of
geouring for talent.

Big name coaches seen last week

t from

Clark and North Farmington's Emir
Mcdunjanin, :

Here's a briof look at the pieces of the
puzzle, which resulted in 8 remarkable
fit and tho most successful basketball
season in school history.

It was o senson to remember for the
Schoolcraft College men's basketball
team, one which may be hard to dupli-
cate.

When a team wins 35
of 36 games, takes on
all challengers and
wins tough games on
the road, you have to
it back in amazement,

Only onc bad seven-
minute stretch separat-
ed the Ocelots from a
Nationnl Junior College
Athletic Aasociation
Division 1 title last
week in Hutchinson,

THE STARTERS AND HEAD COACH

Mike Willlams, 8-7 forward: Made tho Atl-Tour-
nament squad while averoging o ble-doudl
Daspite weighing obout 190, Willlams an uncen-
ny reboundar who can score and pass. High
mojors oro Jooking ot him, but he may bo sulted
batter for o good mid-major. We haven't heard
the last of him, Hod he not sot out lost yeor
becouse of grades, Schoolcraft might hove wen
tho nationat title In 2001,

Rulon Harls, 64 guard: The tranafer from Flint
Mott was overlooked for tho Small Man Awaed in
Hutchinsan. Ho was simply outstanding In the
loumament opener ogainst Alleghany, scaring o
gome-high 29 polats. His ploy reminds you of
Mourlce Cheoks, the prototypoe polnt-gusrd. Unk
vorsity of Dotrolt Morcy is getting a steal, A vorf
officiont player.

Javon Clark, 60 guard; The team's top 3-point
marksmon ond saconc-Hoading scorer was hound-
od defensivaly by taller guards ‘hroughout the
post-season tourney, but he scquittod himself
quite well. Ho's o team player who doesn't meka
mistokas and ploys solid defonse. His shooting
alone wit garmer him serlous Division | looks,

Carlos Briggs, hend coach: His flve-yeor record
of 141.24 speoks at Schooicraft speaks for .
Itself, Ha teatned a fot from his fiest experience * *
(n Hutchinson, Ho put this team togethar virtual. . <
ty fiom scratch, You wonder how much longer «
o'l bo in Livonla because Divislon 1 pesistant .o
Jobs wilt be offerad, The former Schoolcraft Alk- s«
Amarico relates well to his pleyers and gots «
them (0 buy Into his system, Ha is also a relent- ;
fess rocrulter.

Kan. .

After building a 13-point second-hall
lend in the semifinals Friday night
against eventual national champion
Dixie (Utah), the Ocelota found them- included Roy Williams (Kansas), Steve
selves in jail — all five starters on the  Alford (Iowa), Eddie Sutton (Oklzhoma
bench in foul trouble. . State), Stove McClain (Wyoming), Rod

Schoolcraft's top player, Mike Barrics (Mississippi) and Gary Waters
Williams, picked up his fourth on a  (Rutgers). .
dubious call with 13:07 to go. And the The list of current and former NBA
team’s heart-and-soul, ppint-guard players who havo played in “Hutch” is
Rulon Harris, fouled out with 3:17 left. impressive as well.

Stili, the Qcelots had a chance to tie, The community of Hutchinson gets
but tournament MVP Jaime Lloredn, a  totally behind the event with network
6-foot-9 center headed to LSU, blocked  of volunteers, many of whom are war

(Brad Emona is the Livonia-Westland .
sports editor for the Observer and can be m
reached at (734} 963-2123 or by e-mail
at bemons@oe. homecomm.net.} i

o

3rd-place finish leaves Ocelots ending on positive note |

BY BRAD EMONS
BTAFF WRITER
v t

B COLLEGE HOOPS

Their dreams shattered by foul
trouble in Friday's NJCAA Divi-
sion I semifinals, the Schooleraft
College men’s basketball team
was determined not to let their
glorious season end en a sour
note.

In Saturdny's consolation
final, Schoolcraft finished its

banner yeor 36-1 with a convine-
ing 111-86 victory over defend-
ing champion Wabash Valley
(111} at the Hutchinson (Kan.)
Sports Arena.

Dixic (Utah), which ousted
Schoolcraft from the winner's
bracket Friday, 72-69, rallied

late in the second half to win the
national title agninst Coffeyville
(Kan.), 82-81, before 7,000 fans

in Hutchinson,
“Our goal was to finish as high
ible.” enid Schoolcraft

both offensively and defensively,
that we've shown all seasen.”
The Ocelots nlso had some
incentive against Wabash, led by
Kentucky Bign% and lnst year's

tM in Bar-

as p

coach Carlos Briggs, whose team
settled for third place. “We didn’t
achieve our ultimate goal of win-
ning a national championship,
but I thought we came out

tonight with same intensity, -

www.HomeTownlLife.com
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bour.

The Warriors ousted School-
craft in overtime during last
year's quarterfinals and went on
to win the covated crown,

Schooleralt shot 67 percent in
the first hall (19 of 28) to toke a
48-39 halftime lead as 6-foot-8
center Yaku Moton-Spruill
(Westlond John Glenn) and 6-
foot guord Javon Clark (Detroit
Cass Tech) cach scored 12
paints.

‘The Ocelots maintained their

on double figures as Clark fin-
ished with a team-high 21, hit-
ting five of 11 from three-point
range.

Moton-Spruill added 18 points
and seven rebounds, while Mike
Williams, a 6-7 forward from
Deotroit City High, added his
third double-double of the tour-
ney with 17 points and 11
rebounds,

Emir Medujanin (North Farm-
ington) contributed 15 points
and five assists, while point-
guard Rulon Harris (Detroit
Mumford) added 12 pointg,
including four of seven shots
beyond the arc. Harris also
dished out five assists.

Reserves Delvar Barrett

-
Hill cach contributed 16. ™
‘The Warriors were missing,,;
starter Quinnel Brown, n 85 .
freshman forward who puffered ',
34 stitches to his leg after kick-~
ing a glass window in disguat fol- .,
lowing Friday night's 71.70:
semifinal loss to Coffeyvillo. \
“Schooleraft has depth and
size, it's tough to play them with "
a six player rotation when you
normally go with aeven,” '’
‘Wabash coach Mark Nelson eaid. | .
“Quinnel is o big player for us ;,
and a big rebounder for us, We' |
had some mistakes we made
inside, but I wes pleased with
the effort considering who we
had out of the rotation.” N
The Ocelota were superior in ™
all phases of the game againat 2"

...
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