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could heal Sorrows rift

For they have sown the wind, and they
shall reap the whirlwind,
Hoscen 8:7

\When officinls from Our Lady of Sor-
raws Cntholic Scheol first approached the
Farmington Public School District about
providing teachers for arts, music and
physical education, they made one very
startling mistake,

They didn't first talk to everyone who
would be most affected by the decision.

A small group of people within the
church community knew, but many par-
ents have come forward to say they had
no iden - and if they had been told,
would have opposed it from the begin-
ning. Sorrows purents by the scoro have

ded infc ional i signed
petitions, submitted lotters and apoken
out at public mectings organized by a
core opposition group.

Lunst week, Farmington School Board
members quite rightly put this issue on
the table, until parents and OLS admin-
istrators and church officials have time
to work out their differences. At a time
when the public school district is relying
on every single dellar of projected rev-
enue to deal with millions in red ink,
that couldn’t have been an easy decision.

Or maybe it wns. Board member
Priscilla Brouillette, who first offered,
then withdrew, the motion to npprove the
shared-time agreement, put it best: “This
goes completely against my feeling as a
public servant, that you haven't been
heard.”

Parents who pay private school tuition
often talk about being doubly taxed, and
wa're not going to delve into that argu-
ment here, But the parents at Sorrows
have every right to demand their tuition
dollars ensurc an education that is
entirely faith-based, from arithmetic to

zoology and everywhere in between.

Parents also have the right to defend
the decision to *hire out” public school
teachers. Wo can sce plenty of rensons -
for the financial henlth of the school, to
keep those tuition rates affordable to
more students, to tap into Farmington's
award-winning K-12 music department,
just for starters.

Our point is: Both aides should have
been heard.

Bringing public school teachers into a
private school environment is an earth-
shaking issue for parents, particularly
those who are passionate about their
child's education. We believe church offi-
cials could have avoided most or ull of
this difficulty by grounding their decision
with the mnjority, ensuring a stable base
of support before taking what Farming-
ton Superintendent Bob Maxfield called
“this leap of faith.”

We hope that's what thoy do now, with
additional time to sort out this thorny
issue.
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THE SOLLTION IS “INVOLVEMENT, "
CHARLIE BROWN! You sHouLD
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H Pride In every kid

QOur family has lived in Farmington
Hills for 27 ysars, and we are still
surprised at the letters you receive
bnshing the Hi football pro-

faith-based teaching in those three cur-
riculum aroas? Believing that public
school courses incorporate, rather than
exclude, a diversity of religious themes,
we might argue that it is. '

But we're not the ones paying thou-
sands for our own children’s education
and to support public schoola, .

The people who are deserve to be
heard, deserve the indulgence of a pro-
cesa that will allow everyone a seat at the
table and not just a select few, Private
schools aren't a democracy, but employ-
ing ita grassroots origins in this instance
might go a long way toward calming this
whirlwind of controversy and getting
everyone back to the busincss at hand.

In case we've all forgotten, it's this:
Doing what's best for the children.

Aftorthought: It started Monday morning, this steady stream of people in our
office (some of whom work here) complaining about road construction, That's
when Road Commission of Onkland County workers closed off Farmington Road
from Nine Mile to Grand River, thus effectively bottlenecking traffic for yet
another senson of rond construction. Folks, we don't like it any more than you do.
But when you get tired of the delays, the honking horns, the irate drivers and
confusing detours, do yourself a favor ~ take a long, slow drive down Farmington
Road SOUTH of Nine Mile and remember better roads are only half a year away.

It’s time to stop cuts
in mental health care

It isn't necessary to go all the way to
Texas to see the value of mental health
care — although Andrea Yates’ conviction
in the death of her children scems the

best of what b
when peaple with mental illness don't get
proper care.

Most don't suffer so spectacularly, in
such a wash of medin attention. They
and their families live each day trying to
bnlance a world that is permanently tilt-
ed, to live with imperfection and the
struggle to find “normal.”

Decades ngo, mental health p

patienta housed there, keep in mind that
10 psychiatric hospitals were closed in
the 19908, Where have all these people
gone? How many are in our jails, how
many have disappeared down the rabbit
hole of homelessness?

Detroit Medical Center in January
announced plans to curtail emergency
paychiatric services, on the rond to the
county’s rebidding community services in
October. Officers bring 20 to 30 people a
dny into the facility; hospital officials sy
they’ve served about 15.0'90 omergency

als and ndvocates successfully - and
rightly - convinced lawmakers to move
away from warchousing people with
mental il in state institutions.
Now in Michigan, local mental health
boards have been charged with ensuring
people get the services and help they
need.

However, there will always be a group
of people whose state of mind neccssi-
tates their being hospitalized long-term,
cither for their own protection or that of
those nround them. And we arc doing
less and less to protect them.

According to the Michigan Department
of Health, lacal boards served 206,000
people state-wide in 1998, Lost year, in
Oakland, Wayne and Macomb counties,
86,000 people received help through this
“managed care” system. But it'a a system
wocfully underfunded and about te be
crippled by yet another state budget cut
of $100 million. N

Worse yet, the Mental Health Associn-

hiatric p
l\:‘{hnt'a going to happen to those peo-
¢

It seems to us that closing any of the
fow remaining facilitics and slashing
bndly nceded funding ia the last thing
our state government should be doing,
especially at a time when we have all
been touched by depression, anger and
stress in the wake of n national trauma.

Alrendy, Michigan usca publicly oper-
ated beds at half the national average, a

fact tho Association calls one of the.

state’s “pressing mental health service
gaps.” Recently, State Rep, Andrew
Raczkowski (R-Farmington Hills) pro-
posed reserving space in locnl hoapitals,
s0 that psychiatric treatment can remain
a family issue and those important ties
with friends and loved ones can be used
to help in n patient's recovery.

But that can't and shouldn't be accom-
plished without the state picking up its
foir share of the burden, Without signifi-
cant public pressure, we don't sce that

tion in Michigan, an 'y group,
estimates more than a million Michigan-
ders have some kind of mental health
issucs, nn indication that many people
who need help right now may not be get-
ting it.

The State has announced plans to sell
one of its lnst remaining psychiatric hos
pitals, located in Northville, within three
years. While politicians argue over
what's géing to happen to the 300

Mental health issues won't simply dis-
appear aa our state continues to disman-
tle its systom of caring for these vulnera-
ble citizens, Somedny, something 80 spec-
tacularly tragic as the case of Andron
Yates will come to Michigan. We will
wonder how this could have happened
here.

And if we do nothing now, we will have
only ouraelves to blame.

gram. Why are members of the com-
munity jealous of the wonderful pro-
gram we have at Harrison? .
Coaches Herrington and Sutter
were JV coaches at North Farmington
and when Harrison High School
opened in 1971, they started the foot-
ball program at Harrison. Through
tho years, they have developed a first
rate program, but more importantly,
they developed “Hawk Pride” at Har-

rison,

“Hawk Pride” is a tradition. Qur
son, Chris, was only four years old
when he told us that someday he
would be a “Hawk” football player.
His sister was a cheerlender at the
time, and he would attend all the
games. .

He finally was able to play feotball
with the Farmington Rockets when he
was in the 5th grade. It wasn't ensy
for him, because he was frequently ill
with asthma, but he was happy to get
his “five plays a game.” In his Junior
year, he finally was on the Varsity
tenm. He was told to try out for nose
guard. So, he worked hard, lifted
weights and never gave up.

And guess what? In his senior year
he made first string nose guard! He
now has two State Championship
rings, BOTR of the year award (2000),
Spirit Award (2001}, All-Division, All-
County and many Player of the Game

Awards, This is what “Hawk Pride” is

all about.

Our son is aleo captain of the Uni-
fied Farmington Lacrosse team, and
all the students are from Farmington
High, North Farmington and Harri-

practice hard when they can be
together as a team, and they are edu-
cated on how to stay healthy in the off
senson, a8 well in good shape. They
are well disciplined.

The entire coaching staff is out-
standing, Does any one care that they
have hall of fame coaches on their
staff? Not just one but I think as
many as five or eix. These men work
hard at their program,

My father coached football while
was growing up and I know he didn’t
put that kind of effort into his pro-
gram. They nlso didn't win. Anybody
that goes to Harrison goes there
because they want to, not because

. they are going to mada into a football

star. In fact, a majority of the young
men that have played for him don't
play past high school.

‘Why can't this city be proud of each
and every school’s accomplishments?
Why is there so much jealousy?

Harrison wins more than football
championships, They have won the
marching band state championship,
marketing competitions, and engi-
neering state championships. High
quality program apeak for themselves.
Harrison has n lot of students and
parents willing to wark hard to be the
best. I believe that the coaching staff
could take any group of young men
from and make them a good team. Is
every group of students and parents
willing to make the sacrifices?

Those coaches take a group of boys
and make them into men who respect
their team mates, coaches and other
clnss mates. It is the program that is
outstanding, not “recruiting,” not
*undue influence” that produces win-
ners. Qutatanding programs speak for
themselves. !

Tho only problem that some people
in this town have is a case of the

d (By the way, my

son — but it docan’t matter k
they all come together as a unified

team.

Also, the bands at the three high
schools are excellent and they come
together on Tag Days. And Dean Cobb
and the students of North have dono
an excellent job of brondeasting on
channel 10, all the events at all of the
schools. And aren't we lucky to live in
a community that supports an alter-
native high school?

The school diatrict never gives up
on any student. I know that when we
read about any school from “our town™
(Farmington High, North, Mercy, *
Alternative, Harrison) we are proud
of their accomplishmenta,

Harrison High School's football pro-
gram is number one in the state and
is also rated nationally, can't the com-
munity be proud of every school and
every student in our ity an

& Y Y
daughter doesn't play football.)
Sandra McNeil
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and the denths of millions of homeless
animals, i
1 urge everyone to purchase pet -
supplies only from stores that do not i
sell animals, and most importantly,
always adopt companion animals
form shelters rather than purchase
them. It is time for the publicto .-
understand that for every animal that
is bought in a pet store, anotheris "
killed in a shelter. !
’ George Sarhisian
Farmington Hills

o

M Eyes on the prize ..

For the past couple months, [ have *
read all the editorials from both sides
about the ideals and morals of Harri.
son and their football team. I must” =
say that it makes me disappointed i v
the class exhibited by both parties * {
(Farmington parenta and Harrison = |
parents.) N

I firmly beliove that an editorial in «
not the place to discuss the moralness
of Harrison's football team. I'm not
sure that people have their eggsin !
thoe right basket. We have an A.D. fory
the School System, his name is Mr. {
Swinehart. His job is to be sure that §
the coaches and all their actions are |
in line. I must say that aince he gets }
paid to inveatigate things like this, 1
peoplo from both parties have to trus{
in his decisions and realize that what
he says is what goes. 1

1 as a Farmington football player :
havo been through ell the hard times:
of 0 9-0 scason and I also was able to?
witness Harrison’s victories under thé
domie in Pontiac. I think that Coach
Herrington has something special  ;
about his “powerhouse football pro- +
gram” and us at the other side of the .
city need to respect what Harrison
has, and we a8 Farmington High's
football team need to strive for the

]| that Harrison has had in +

gton Hills

Far

M Upset at puppy sales

T am upset that pet stores that sell
animals continue to turn a blind eye
to the millions of healthy, adoptable
animals who are euthanized overy

year.

Their complicity and advecacy for
the purchasing of animals, rather
than their adoption, is contributing to
the death of more than fifteen million
animals in our nation's shelter each
year, .

Pet stores’ actions not only fly in the
faco of thousands of individuais and

quit this bnshing! It serves no pur-
posc.
Chris and Maureen Kuclo
Farmington Hills

& Green-eyed monster

I am so tired of listening to parents
whine about “unfair practices.” My
child is a freshman at Harrison High
School and by school of choice.

1 watched the varsity football team
for the first time play this year, I have
lived in this community for 16 years
and have rend about Harrison's win-
ning record over the years. Consider-
ing there have been 12 state champi-
onships in the 32 years, there has
been anly one football coach. He has
done his job well, He runs his pro-
gram like a well oiled machine, They

who are working so
hard to curb the tragic death of mil-
lions of animals, but they nlso perpet-
uate the callous cruelty inherent in
the puppy mill industry.

1 am also appnlled at the miserable
lives that puppy mill animals are
forced to endure, Breeding animals

their past seasons, ;
‘We as a toam need to point our bar}
rels at our desired success not at the s
envy of Harrison's. '
Kyle Washer
Farmington Hills

Share your opinlons
We welcome your letters to the editor,
Please Include your name, address any
phone number for verlfication. We ask’
that your letters be 400 words or 1ess:
We may edit for clarity, space and
content.

Ma:

Letters to the Editor
Jon! Hubred
Farmington Observer
33411 Grand River

F 1 M! 48338

spend their entire lives ped in
small, filthy cages, breeding litter
after litter until they are used-up and
either killed or aold to reacarch insti-
tutions,

‘Tho offspring of these poor animals
often suffer from severe genetic prob-
loms.

It would be very easy for pet stores
to change their policies and become
truly caring companies by using the
store space where they scll animals as
adoption centera for local shelters and
rescue groups, If they truly care about
animals, they will stop contributing to
the suffering caused by puppy mills
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