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BY PAUL R. PACE
STAYY WRITER
Pppace@ochomecomm.not
Despite the recent rise of, con-
flict in the Middlo Enst, somo
local Jewish and Arab Ameri-
can students are dnlng thmr
part to form an undor

have on Iarael,” he said. “I
found that there {8 not ono uni-
versal opinion, but several gpin-
ions which were all very differ-
ent.”

The 17-year-old said it was
interosting to learn about dif-

among the twe cultures they
believe will one day lead to
peace.

‘The good news is the students
have agreed to meet rogularly
to spread tho word among their
friends and pcors at their
respective schools about what
the other culture has to offer.

Graduates and staff from
Sceds of Peace held a teen coex-
istence workshop recently in
Farmington Hills.

Members from the organizn-
tion’s Michigan chapter chose a
group of local Arab-American
and Jewish-American young-
sters for their excellent leader-
ship abilities to participate in
coexistence activities and dis-
cussions led by Sceds of Pence
stafl,

The nonprofit erganization
helpa teens learn the skills of
making peace.

Walced Brinjikji, a junior at
Andover High School, was one
of the students invited to
attend. He said he walked away
wiser.

“I finally clarified the stance
that Jewish people in America

ferent religious nspeets.

“I also appreciated being able
to got my feelings across in a
formal way,” Walecd snid.

Jennifer Bloom, 16, a sopho-
moro at West Bloomfield High
Scheol, also was chosen to
attend the confercnce,

“It was a really enriching
experietice,” she said.

She and Waleed pointed out
the workshop had the 20 stu-

Area students sow seeds of peace

what other people labeled
themselves as,” Waleed aaid,

What do students plan to do
with the information they've
learned?

“I plan to help climinate any
misconcoptions anyone has had
about Islam,” said Waleed. “I
will also try to find out more
about the Jewieh standings on
Isracl. Onco I have learned this,
1 foel as though T would be
cmpnwnred to help both com-
munities, in the Middle East
and here, become more close.”

This menth, the teens will
meet ngain to discuss starting
their own Sceds of Peace youth
chapter. 'l'hu workshup was an

t succesa the

dents perform ses-
sions whore games based on
trust were played.

She said some of the isaues
the students spoke about were
difficult to hear at times.

“A lot of it was trying to
understand each other,” she
said. “Me being Jewish and
their beliefs... they asked us
about the Jewiah religion -
there is o big differcnce in what
wo think.”

Waleed pointed out nnother
activity at the workshop. He
said students had to pick four
classifications about them-
selves, and place the descrip-
tions on labels and label them-
selves,

“It was interesting to sce

students will continue to talk
with cach other on their own,
Jennifer said.

“Wo hope to get more people
involved, maybe set up activi-
ties together to understand
each other,” Jennifer said.

“I was touched by tho experi-
ence,” she added, pointing out
that her friends and peers at
school have shown an interest,

Waleed snid he was glad he
attended the workshop.

“I believe that education is
what climinates ignorance,” he
said. “Now that I am cducated
about what ‘the other side’
thinks, I feel ns though 1 have
less ignorance and more
power.”

By SUE BUCK
BTAFY WRITER
wbuck@os.homocomnunet
Three Farmington clerks were
ticketed for selling tobacco to an
underaged decoy March 21,
However, 20 clerks did not sell
to the 17-year-old Farmington
High School student, who was
omployed by the Fnrmlngmn
Publlc Safoty Department.

City tobacco sting results
in three tickets, 20 comply

Clerks ticketed this time were®
Iman Michael, of Sunoco Station,
31238 Grand River; Steven
Miller, Grand River/Halstod
Shell Station, 37376 Grand River
and Robert Sahagh, Capital
Cigar, 34785 Grand River in the
World Wide Plaza.

Each appeared in 47th Distyict
Court April 1 beforc Magistrate
Denmn Feeney and ptud guil ty,

The sting was dono in

part of an effort statawide,
because the state-wide compli-
nnce rate is in jeopardy of falling
belew 70 percent, said Farming-
ton Public Safety Director Gary
Goss.

“Consequently some federal
funds are jeopardized,” Goss said.
“Weo've been asked to bring that
compliance rate back in line.”

Farmington has a compliance
rate of 85 percent, higher than
the state average, he said. Farm-
ington Detective Aaron Malewski
and Commander Robert Schulz
conducted the tobacco sting oper-
ation.

“This wns the worst of the
atings,” Gosa said. “Last time we
didn’t have any (violatars).”

In the first, on March 10, 1998,
two out of 23 businesses visited
sold to the dccuy. The second,
which resulted in 100 percent

i amang 18 busi
was May 22, 2001.

DISAPPEARING THIRD-ROW SEAT STANDARD.

The Mountaineer's third-row seat folds down easlly, virtually disappearing to
create up to 81.3 cubic feet of cargo space.

tion with Oakland Count;, as .

g to o court sp
The violation {8 a misdemeénor
which carries a penalty of 8600
and/or 80 days in jail.

None of the stores cited provi-
ously sold tobacco to a minor,
Goss said,

At loast one business/owner
disagrees with the way the stings
were conducted.

“My concern is the procedure,”
said Luma Barkho, manager of
the Sunoco Station. “The proce-
dure wasn't right. I wasn't here, 1
wasn’ t the one who sold to the
minor.”

The storo hos been operating
since 1896 and has a clean
record, Barkho said. They plan to
take videotape of the transaction
to an ns-yet-unacheduled court
hearing.

“The peraon sold to was min-
utes in and out,” Barkho said.
“We didn’t know if he was under-
age or not.”

The manager at the Grand
River/Halsted Shell Station
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declined comment ’l‘uesdny She’
sald’ Millor was no longer:
employed thero.

Calls made to Capital Cigar
requesting comment wcrenl
returned.

Farm:nglnn Clty Councilwom-
an Mary Bush wanted to maoke.
sure that those who did not sell
tobacco received the proper recog-
nition. :

“Weo had three who sold to:
minors but we had many more
who did not sell to minors,” Bush .
said at the Apnl 1 Farmington®
council meeting, *

The stores that didn't sell to
the decoy were: Mobil Station,
33330 Eight Mile; Clark Station,
22146 Formington; Amoco Sta-
tion, 22420 Farmington; Farmer
Jack, 22128 Farmington; CVS
Pharmacy, 23391 Farmington;
Orchard-10 1GA, 24065 Orchard
Loke; Rite Aid Pharmacy, 24089
Orchard Lake; Grand/Orchard -
Party Store, 22840 Orchard Lake;
Nine/Grand Party Stors, 30790
Grand River; Sammy's Pizza,
32330 Grand River; Benner's
Amoco, 32410 Grand River; Cigor®
Emporium, 33185 Grand River;
Tweeney's Deli, 34707 Grand
River; Fresh Approach, 356243
Grand River; GR/Drake Mobil
Station, 36366 Grand River;
Kmart, 37176 Grand River and
Marathon, 32340 Grand River.
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