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itself is the noarest object to

the camera, The image exists
only on two planes ... the sub-
ject and the background, Tho
results are often just ordinary
shots,

Yet to make
your photos
more effective,
use of the fore-
ground can be
a big benefit.
In addition to
helping create
an impression
of depth and
diatance, a
strong fore-
ground can
make an
important con-
tribution to the composition
and overall impact of a photo-
graph.

In some cases, the fore-
ground can be used to lead the
cye toward the center of inter-
est auch as the fence toward
the barn or a river toward a
distant mountain, Imagine the
furrows created by a freshly
plowed ficld and how by careful
composition, you can have
them lead to that lone tree in
the middle of the field.

Composition aid

Another way in which the
foreground can be used to aid
the composition is to use itas a
“frame” around the subject, For
example, tree branches fram.
ing the steeple of a church will
dramatically add to the overall
impact of the shot. Shooting a
charming outdoor scene
through a decorative window
frame will add a special touch
not otherwise obtainable,

When using the foreground
in your photography, you must
pay particular attention to the
depth-of-field, Because you'll
want the foreground as well as

I n many pictures, the subject

Using foreground makes
photographs more effective
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‘Blues Lessons’ sad, joyful -

Biues Lessons, by Rabert Hel-
lenga (Scribner, $25),

Interesting view: How’s this

for using the fore-

ground? Mickey Nagler used the “cannons” as a won-
derfully effective foreground in this impact-filled

view of the Eiffel Tower.

your subject sharp and in
Tocus, you'll need to use @ small
lens aperture. Learn how to
read your camera’s depth-of-
field scale, or, if you're using
an automatic camera, learn
haw to program the camera to
attain the necessary small
aperture.

Compose carefully and use
the foreground to complement
the subject, not dominate it.

Usc of the foreground will
ndd strength to your shots and
will produce pictures of which
you'll be proud.

Monte Nogler is a fine art
phatographer based in Farm-
ington Hills. You can leave him
a message by dialing (734) 953+
2047 on a touch-tone phone,
His fax number ia (248) 644-
1314,

BY VICTORIA Diaz
SPECIAL WRITER
his engog-
500k K ing novol
REVIEW tells the
atory of Martin
Dijksterhuis,
who grows up

on o proaperous
epple farm in
Michigan.
There, through
migrant farm
workers, he is
introduced to
— 7% countryblues ~
a music in which “the notes of
joy and sndness can sound the
same.”

Nearby on the same farm lives
Corinna, with whom Martin
eventually folls in love. A beauti-
ful African-American, she is the
high-spirited daughter of the
orchard foremnn.

When she finds that she is
expecting Martin's child, his par-
enta pay her and her family to
“disappear,” 8o that their son
cannot marry her. If he marries
her and takes on the responsibil-
ity of the child he has fathered,
they believe he will forfeit o
chance to better himself outside
the confines of the provincinl
farm community. The fact that
this is their dream for him and
not Martin’s drcam for himself
turns out to be a major theme in
Blucs Lessons.

Set in the years 1854-1974, the
novel takes readers in several
different directions. These pages
provide commentary on every-
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thing from race relations to Viet-
nam to the writings of Ayn Rand
to extra-marital affairs to apple
growing to bowling to mortuary
science to economics to guitar
picking to the finer points of
country blues and its aging, leg-
endary musicinns — und then
some.

Wezak spots
In fact, should we quibble

about wenk spots in Bluex
Lessons, we might observe that
Hellengn has perhapa tried to
include too much in just one
story. Often and at some length,
for instance, he has his lead

h (both Ameri i

Ultimately, though, these mat- .-

ters nre superseded by the suc-
cessea of this novel,

Here, Hellenga takes ua con-
vincingly through a tumultuous
time many readers will remem-
ber, while spriting us away to
the apple orchards of lower
Michigan, the juke joints of
Chicago, the sidewalks of New
York, a city-wide spelling bee in
Madison, Wisconsin, even a rail-
way post office between the
Windy City and Detroit,

He does this mostly by giving
us characters who captivate
(although they sometimes
remain a bit elusive). And it's

joning that much of

in
this all-American story) show off
their knowledge of French. As
we read, and when this tale Is
ended, we're not sure why he
does this, not sure how it moves
things forward or what purpose
it has really served. Consequent-
1y, it tends to feef superfiuous —
like yet another item tossed into
an already highly flavored liter-
ary stew. (One wonders if Hel-
lenga is a writer with an aston-
ishing varioty of personal inter-
cats, who just couldn’t resist
sharing most of them in this, his
third novel.)

Other times, Hellenga maybe
gives the reader too much credit,
lavishly ladling on the lingo of a

ician, for i Thia can

worth
their credibility and vibrancy
lies within their dialogue - the
musicality of their conversa-
tions. (If Hellenga haa never
penned o play or authored 8
seript, he should most definitely
give it o shot.) In a novel that
goes on for 330 pages, hardly a
single note of dialogue (and this
is a fairly talky story) rings
untrue or tinny or falls flat.
Like country blues, Blues
Lessons tells a tale of sadness
and joy, haplessness and happi-
ness, woven together with heart-

rending notes of nostalgia. At itsa | _

center is Michigan, perhaps a
surprising spot for a story about
country blues. But Hellenga's

be utterly cryptic, of course, for
those of us who are non-musi-
cians, and could hordly tell a
tonic chord from a pentatonic
scale or a flatted seventh, should
they dance through the front
door wearing brightly ecotored
name togs.

kdrop works beautifully, and
should provide special appeal for
alt area readers,

Victoria Diaz is a Livonia resi-
dent and writes about books,
travel, movics and theater for the
Obscrver & Eccentric Newspa-
pers.
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The Birmingham Musicale will feature the win-

artists during an afterglow ten.

Wednesday-Sunday
at the Fox Theatre
Tickets on Sale at the box
office and Hockeytown
Authentics in Troy
Ticketmaster: 248-433-1515

ners of their various scholarships in concert 1
p.m. Thursday, April 11 at the Birming} Com-
munity House, 380 S. Batea. M and the

§ctzolnr§hips

holarship, t

being presented include the Junior

the Demd'ny Kemp Roosevelt E'i:mo

public are invited to attend.
Scholarship.

After the program, the audience will have the
opportunity to meet and congratulate the young  ed.

Donations are not requi
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ship and the Charlotte Ruppel Memorial Voice
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*FRIDAYx

May 17 12pm-12am
AARON TIPPIN

*SATURDAY~*

May 18 12pM=-12AM
GIORGE JoNES

Davio Batt KENTUCKY HEADHUNTERS
EMERSON DRiVE Steve Howy
Kevin DENNY LivTE Big Town
PINMONKEY

*SUNDAY*

May 19 1-10pm
TrAcY BYrROD
S1x WIRK
JEFFREY STEELE
RODNEY ATKINS
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