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The sun dapples water rushing
cver ancient rocks, and whito
flowering dogwood blooms under
thia green canopy of the forest.

It's spring along the Roaring
Fork Motor Nature Trail in the

Fun things to do

One worthwhile fun thing to
do in the evening is to tako in
the dinner and show at the Dixie
Stampede in Pigeon Forge. You
are served a basic meal by n
highly efiicient staff, and nt the
-samo timo treated to a horse

Great Smoky show, complote
Mountains. You with trick riding
can gtop many ’f you go and  buckboard
places along the % = races. If you enjoy
trail and see the sophistication this
seenory from your might not be for
car - the “motor™ you; but if you
trail was designed enjoy nil-American
tu;dojustthnt. entertainment
April is a grent with a country fla-
time to take the vor and a friendly
day-long drive to North and South
the Smoky Moun- I‘g:gllng?aid‘m;upl:;(:: “competition”
tding, America's thrown in, then
most-visited W Another site, Biveitatry.
national park - gljthesmokles.com, is Other attractions
more than 10 mil-  good because It links to  near the asouthern
lion visitora a yeor  dozens and dozens of  cdge of the park

The conservation
group's Web slte Is vety
helpful: npca.org,

Other Web sltes
include:

W rodagulde.com, a
vary good private site

make thoe journey. other sites. include the town of
The park i8 pop- W The traln ride site  Cherokee, and
ular becouse of its  |s gamr.com. their casino, the

start of the Biue
Ridge Parkway,
‘and’ the Great
Smoky Mountains
Railroad in Dills-

For places to’ stay try
the Fairfield, the Holi-
day Inn Express’ or.
Music Road Hotel,
which has a qulet loca-

wild countryside
and becauso it is
within a day'a
. drive of about two-
thirds of the U. 8.
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population.

Most travelers
from Michigan
would go down 1-76
to Knoxville, over I-40 and down

“Fénnessec 441 into Pigeon
Forge.

Pigeon Forge has boomed since
the advent of Dollywood; country
singer Dolly Parton usually
opens the spring and summer
season with a dinnertime parade
down the muain parkway in
Pigeon Forge.

Many tourists are forsaking
the crowded town of Gatlint

grounds,

tlon and nice pool and

boro. The railrend
in its 14th year,
_offors a variety of
day and dinner
excuraiona, It hos been used in

y movies includi
The Fugitive.

The National Parks Conserva-
tion Asseciation (NPCA), a park
advocacy organization, last week
named Great Smoky Mountains
National Park to its annual list
of America's Ten Most Endan-
gered National Parks for the
fourth consecutive year.

and staying in one of Pigeon
Forge's 8,000 motel rooms.

Along Little River Road and
out to the dramatic Sinks you
can fish or picnic, hike, or watch

* for kayakers,

Beyond lies Cades Cove, a
huge valley surrounded by the
mountains; the onc-way loop
tnkes you past an old church and
pioneer farma and grazing herds
of deer. On the way there you
might be lucky enaugh to sec one
of the park’s 600 black bears.

Traversing the park by car
doesn't take long; the drive from
Gatlinburg to Cherokee takes
about an hour or so, longer if you
make the side-trip aver to Cling-
man’s Dome to sce the highest
point in the park. There, too, you
will see extensive insect damage
to the trecs,

Much of the park is wild

Envir tal threats

“Air pollution continues to be
the biggest threat that the park
and its visitors face, but a series
of development issues along with
inadequate funding are also
putting park resources at risk,”
said Greg Kidd, NPCA's South-
cast associate director.

Coal-fired power plants are the
largest source of cmissions
affecting the park. Ten years
age, the Department of Interior
asked both Tenncssee and North
Carolina to examine new sources
of nir pollution since the park
was grently threntened by haze,
smog, and acid deposits, accord-
ing to a recent NPCA press
relense.

The park is nearly 70 years
old, a legacy of both local citizens
working to raise money, and
John D. kefeller, who gave $5

and hiking trails. Earthwalk
Press's topo map is one of the
beat for getting around, and has
great detail on park animals and
blooming times for flowers.

million to the cause,

It might be a good iden to visit
the park sooner rather than
later, before it is damaged too
badly to be worth the trip.
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Over and under: A car crosses a bridge near an arca of
rushing water known as The Sinks (above) while the
motor trail (below left) gives a close-up view of plenty of
mountain streams, both big and small. Kuyakers

(below) love springtime in the Smokies because of the
high water volume.

Convenience You Can Count On...

aned make the most of your money!

Don't miss this great opportunity for Tax Suvings.
Contribute to your IRA no later than April 15, 2002
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Call For Hours And A Banking Center
Near You:
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