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‘Cheating Lessons’

Farmington author publishes teen novel

BY PAUL R, PACE

STAF? WRITER

ppace@os.homocomm.net
Farmington author Nan

Willard Cappo says she some-

times thinks like an adolescent,
“I secm to have a juvenile's

sense of humor,” said the mother

has already esrned positive
reviews from Teen People maga-
zine and The Horn Book Maga-
zine, a literary journal of chil-
dren's books.

Cappo came up with the idea
for the novel in part from her
yenrs spent coaching Odysscy of

of three who the Mind teams.
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. Cappo, 47, said of
the student who finally camo
clean a year alter the competi-
tion. “I decided I would write a
atory from the student’s point of

vioew nnd what that person
would do in that situation.”

The central character, a book-
smart 16-year-old named
Bornadette, is faced with a
moral dilemma after discovering
her school cheated in a state
quiz bowl on literature,

“As I wrote tho book, I realized
she could go & number of ways,
that’s what made it interesting.”

Cappo admitted the main
character has something of her-
gelf in tho atory.

“I was always a reader,” she
said, *(Bernadette) is smarter
and has a better memory.”

The book took about two and a
half years to write.

Dream come true

The author admitted writing a
novel was o fantasy, but when
sha stayed home after her second
child was born, she took the idea
more seriously,

She started out in picture
books, but graduated to short
stories about middle school stu-
dents. Sho said she soon realized
her talent was beat suited to
more in-depth stories.

Cappo, who lives in Farming-
ton with her husband Dirk, two
dnughters and ene son, docsn't
think of the book as a teen novel,

T 50,

She said she follows the phi-
losophy, “good fiction is good fic-
tion no matter who your audi-
ence is.”

“I don’t like aging my stuff,”
she said. *I wrote a story that
has to happen to a teen.”

And yes, there is a reference to
the students in the novel living
near Farmington.

The fictional town might as
well be Farmington, Cappo said.

Tho author said she is in the
middlo of completing ancther
novel, mixing it in part with her
pursuit for a master’s degreo in
Creativo Writing from Wayno
State University.

She hopes to use the degree to
tench English at local communi.
ty colleges.

The writer has & master's
degreo in business from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh and a bach-
elor’s degree in English from the
University of Notre Dame.

1A PROTU BY EUZADKTE CARNEUIR

Book slgning: Nan Willard Cappo, author of “Cheating
Lessons”, says her novel is based in part on her experi-
ences with "Odyssey of the Mind” and a cheating scan-
dal she read about several years ago.

golf event to raise funds for cancer programs

on cancer educntion, treatment
h with the i 1

by Ford Motor Company.
Rajendra Vattikuti, founder

an
Vattikuti Invitational presented

Alita R. Rice, MD
Karen Peper, FNP

19840 Middlebelt
Livonia, MI 48162

248.4761768
Accepting New Patlentel

Letsirrs

and co-chairman of the board of
Covansys Corporation, bneed in
Farmington Hills, and his wife
Padma, denateq $40 million to
the two hospitals to establish
special cancer inati The

Monday, June 17 at the Oakland
Hil{: Country Club in Bloomfield

The entry fee for a

cant funds for the Vattikuti
Urology Instituto at Henry Ford
Health System and the Vattikuti
Cancer Institute at tho Beau-

13
$6,000 on the South Course, site
of the 2004 Rydor Cup, and
$4,000 for the North Course. The
fec includes golf at the world-

Vattikuti Invitational hopes to
net o total of $600,000 to support
cancer programs at both institu-
tions.

The event is scheduled for
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class club, live and silent aue-
tions, lunch and an awards ban.
quet.

“Our goal for the inaugural
Invitational is to raisc signifi-

23700 Orchard Loke Rd.
Sulte B
Farmington Hills

248.473.8500

mont Hospitals,” said Day.

The Vattikuti Urology Insti-
tute at Henry Ford Health Sys-
tem was cstablished with a $20-
million donation from the Vat-
tikuti Foundation to support
prostate cancer rescarch, educa.
tion and treatment advances.
Prostate cancer is the most com-
mon cancer and the second lead-
ing cause of cancer deaths in
men. The Institute recently per-
formed the world’s first outpa.
tient robotic prostatectomy, the
removal of the prostate and sur-
rounding tissue,

This new surgical technique
helps facilitate a quick recovery

with fewer complications, The
Institute is dedicated to provid-
ing tho moat effective and up-to-
date treatment for men facing
prostate cancer and helping
them return to their usual
lifestyle as quickly as possible
after treatment.

The Vattikuti Cancer Insti-
tute at Beaumont Hospital in
Royal Onk also was established
with a $20-million donation from
the Vattikuti Foundation. The
Institute will help support
bronst cancer detection and

t and the dovel
of state-of-the.art surgery tech-
niques for the treatment of
prostate cancer,

‘Fo learn_more about sponsor- -

ships or to sign up call (313) 874-
6937 or (248) 526-3409.
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