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Interlocking pieces become new rage in ﬂooring;

BY JAMES AND MORRIS CAREY
FOR AP WEEKLY FEATURES

We recently attended the Sure
faces 2002 trade show in Laa
Vegus. The focus was on all
things new in flooring and cover-
ings for your homo's interior.

This included carpet, ceramic
tile, laminate flooring and coun-
tertops. Also, all the Iatest and
greatest additions and ch

tance for extended wear.

Improved staining, new colors
and deoply distressed and hand-
scraped wood surfaces woro also
eyo-catching design tools,

A host of new flooring concepts
are giving traditional wood floors
u gorious run for their money.
These range from onginoered
woods and unusual hybrid-com-
posite products to new high-pres-

in colors, styles and toxtures in
everything from wallpaper to
waingcot were demonatrated,

Today's floors, walls and ceil-
ings are being covored faster,
better and more beautifully than
ever before.

Many natural hardwooda -~ in
both clossic and exotic species —
now offer gleami ished

sure plasti inate surfaces
like those on your kitchen or
bath countertops only 10 times
tougher. They look just like wood
planks, stone or ceramic tiles.
One of the more intriguing
new ontries is bamboo flooring,
While bamboo has been around
for thousnnds of years in woven-
mat form, today's hnmbgo iu'

oak or maple. Becauso it is a
form of gross rather than cut
from trees, bamboo ia ecological-
1y desirablo as a readily renow-
able resourco.

Another surprise is tho strong
omoergence and growing use of
cork flooring. We're not talking
about your bulletin-bonrd vari-
oty of cork, but rather attractive
now textures and multi-tone
designs that are, as with bamboo
and other woods, prefinished
with durablo high-tech surfaces
to offer durability and a warm,
lasting beauty.

Howover, the biggest buzz was
centered on new glucless flooring
systems,

Whether natural wood planks,
parquet tiles or the newer Jami-

urethane surfaces that intensify

milled, ed an

nate, bamboo or cork flooring,
each individual piece is ongi-

climinates nailing and gluing
and creates a tightly fit floor
that just floats above tho exist.
ing subsurface.

What ia especially nice, besides
ita speed and convenience, is
that a glueless floor can bo

Custom recessed lighting and
designor accent strips also are
offered,

Another long-awaited flooring
innovation finally has been por-
fected and now is offered to

homeowners,
bing

d and d almost
as casily. This ia @ nico feature if
you want to replace a damaged
piece.

Anoth

tho latest in HPL
(high-prossure laminate) sur-

‘high-dofinition relief tiles to

hand-painted designs and picces
with a rugged, aged appearance.

Both floor and wall offerings
include many new shapes —
allowing bath intricato and exot-
ic design combinations — and
many new tiles and trim picces

faces with new tight-fit glucless
snap-seam technology, a Belginn
fi has added & PVC

Renters can now enjoy the beau-
ty of o wood or wood-look flaor
and then take it along when they
move. :

One manufacturer has oxtend-
ed this new glucleas snap tech-
nology well beyond its full line of
1 cork and i d
wood flooring. It offors a wide
range of glucless, snap-togother,
wood-look, laminate paneling

plastic base and matched tight-
fit edgo moldings to make a truly
waterproof system.

The company's Hydrofloor
offers the look and warmth of
wood, the durability and wear of
laminate surfaces, and now pro-
vides o ready answer for wet
bathroom and kitchen floors.

Ceramic and porcolain tiles
are another product with a new

with sp 1 BUr-
faces.

Today, flooring is cut and craft-
ed into patterns, designa and
inserts never before imaginable.
Computer-controlled lascra,
routers and precision water jets
can now re-create virtually any
image, in varigus forms (from
cutting to engraving), in just
about any flooring materinl that
exiaty.

For more homs improvemont
tips and information visit our

groin and provide high tch

to provide beauty and dumbllity.

floors are

resistance and abrasion-resis-

benutiful and are harder than

design th

neered with a tongue.and-groove

at snaps together. It ings.

aystems for both walla and ceil-

look. Designer surfacing now
ranges from deop texturing and

Web site at www.onthchouse.com
on the Internet.
1

Lender orders appraisal to protect its interests

So, you have applicd for a mortgage,
nll your paperwork is in order and
everything is ready to go. Now all
that’s left is the appraisal — the
report on the home that lets the
lender know just how much the home
is worth.

Your lender will send an oppraiser
out to the house to survey the proper-
ty, ingide and out. Ho or she will also
pull information on comparable homes
sold in the neighborhood.

But how will the lender use this
information? The primary use of the
appraisal by a mortgage lender is for
establishing the value of the home.

Why do they need this information?
All mortgnge loans are “socured
foans,” which means a lien is placed
against the property.

Regardless of the mortgage program

used by your lender,
i overy loan is mado
as a certain pereont-
age of the value of
the home, known as
loan to value or LTV.
4 The LTV available
f to a borrower is
dopendont on the
risk invelved. Risk
is usually deter-
mined by factors

. such as credit histo-
ry and balances, down payment, equi-
ty, or even funds you have available in
your checking or savings accounts.

The appraisal provides the basis for
value, The value provided in a mort-
gnge appraisal is based on fair market
value,

Fnir market valuo is defined as the

Mark C. Stovens

most accurate price the home would
bring given an open market, a reason-
able marketing time and its current
condition.

Most lending institutions view rea-
sonablo marketing timo as less than
six months,

Tho intent is to take o look at the
worst-case scenario: You aren't ablo to
mako your poyments. and the bank
has to take back the home. As awful
as that sounds, it's the ultimate risk
the lender faces. This leads back to
fair market value.

At tho end of the day, if this scenario
were to happen, the bank wants to be
able to-sell the home in as little time
as possible., with no'ropairs or
updates required, and be assured of
gotting its money back.

Lendcrs also look at information

concerning marketability.

Is tho home in average or bottor
condition? Are all of the mechanical
systems operational? How aro the
walls and floors? What's tho neighbor-
hood like?

All of these issue can affect mar-
ketability, the ense of sclling a home,
and impact the price.

Pride of ownership, how well you
take care of your home, is also an
important item that lenders look for
in an appraisal.

Mark C. Stevens iz president of the
Michigan Mortgage Lenders Associa-
tion and senior vice president at Troy-
based Flagstar Bank.

Devin W. Caster, co-author, is quality
control manager for Bloomfield Hills-
based dartappraisal.com

Keep septic
‘system working:
efficiently

(AP) - You probably won't encounter many
septic waste systems in larger, new-homo
communities. But you very well could when
building on isolated infill lots or second
homes Up North. .

Here are some tips for keeping septic sya-
tems working properly:

M Septic tanks should be pumped out every
three to five ycars; otherwise, solids could enter
the drainage field and plug up the system.

M Know the location of the septic system
and watch for problema.

# Conserve water by repairing dripping
faucets and leaking toilets, running washing
machines and dishwashers only when full,
and avoiding long showers, Excess water can

Garage door can be
weatherproofed, too

FOR AP WEEKLY FEATURES

Genernlly speaking, a high-
quality sectional garage door that
has.boon proporly installed.is
rensonnbly weatherproof,

But cven the best doors can
begin to leak after long use.

A simple fix would be to apply
a l-inch-wide strip of rubber to
the inside surface of the door at
ench horizontal section joint all
the way from one side of the door
to the ather.

Apply the strip to the upper
section centered between it and
the section below.

A special rubber bottom can be
purchased to fit tho base of just
about any garage door.

For the sides of the opening on
the outside trim, attach old-fash-
ioned weather-stripping for a
conventional door. It's the type
with the raund vinyl boad

« attnched to a flat metal atrip.

If the door is weod, use ataples
or nails to attach your windproof-
ing, If the door is a metal one, use
halfeinch, self-tapping screws.
Once you have all the materials,
you should be able to do the
cntire job in an afternoon.

Eliminate water deposits
effectively with 1-2 punch

Hard water leaves its mark on
shower walla and gluss shower
enclosures in the form of crusty
little whito lime deposits that
sometimes seem as though they're
going to be impassible to remove,

Here are n couple of secret for-
mulns that should help.

Sodium carbonate is the chemi-
cal you'll want to use. It's the base
for many cleancra and is the pri-
mary ingredient in washing soda,

If o strong solution of sedium
carbonato doesn't do the trick, try
a squirt of liquid toilet-bowl
cleaner. Bowl cleaners are strong,
dangerous chemicals, 80 use them
with eye-and-skin protection and
plenty of ventilntion,

Once the water steins are
gone, apply & cont of car wax to
all the surfaces in the shower.
Doing so will make cleaning a
breeze the next time.

Sunroom provides
some cheeriness

BY HOMESTYLES.COM
FOR AP WEEKLY FRATURES

When planning your new home, consider o
cheery sunroom off the family room or the

kitchen area.
‘When jutting out into a garden

raom will allow you to get close to nature,

sonk up sun and fecl its warmth,
nuisance of insccts, wind and prec

Rows of French doors or tall windows make
the walls seem to disappear, bringing you
aven closer to the outdoors. Skylights over-
head allow the sun's rays to beam down upon

the apace, brightening your day.

aren, 8 sun-

without the
ipitation.
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Formula makes mildew magically vanish

Scrub the solution onta the mildew-nfTect-
ed nrea, and be sure to keep it wet until the
black mildew turns white (when mildew
changes color from black to white, it's dead).

Although this is a relatively safe concoe-
tion, use eye protection, wear rubber gloves
and make sure there is plenty of ventilation.

We have long been passing along this
formula to climinate mildew. You can use it

on any washable surface.

All you do ia add one quart of liquid laun-
dry bleach and one cup of powdered Jaun-
dry dotergent ~ less if concentrated - to

three quarts of warm water.
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& Divert rainwater from
making sure the ground above it slopes

drainage fields by

o water runs off, and by making

sure gutters send rainwater awny from the
field. The lesa surface water in an nbsorption

ore it can handle sewage.

# Limit the use of garbage disposals, Adding

increases the risk of a plugged-up

® Don't drive on ar park nbove septic sys-
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Eighteen stately condominiums on Lake St. Clair step back to the charm of yesteryear, corrylng
the ease of a new millennlum. Jewels in a magnlificent Inkefront setting, an elegant, yet relaxed
lifestyle can be relished here, every day.

.Spadaus

‘There are three spectacular grand cottage foor plans, all with two car garages, three bedrooms
and three baths. Each home also features dramatic finished loft spaces, and plentiful Iake vistas.

Beautiful

Architectural Inspiration derives form the rich traditlon of the American Victorlan. From the colorful
harmony of the engaglng exterlor, to finely finished gourmet kitchens, luxurious master suites and
the ultimate convenlence; the option of a ptivate elevator finished In hardwoods with an old-

fashioned sclssors gate.

Thie charm, craftsmansfiip and comfort of Grand Cottages at Felicity Landing is unpamileled -
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Come see for yourselft
OPEN DAILY: 1:00 - 5:00 (except Thursday)
or by appointment
Located on Jefferson Avenue, South of Shook Road (15 Mile) In Harrison Township
31

Read the Eccentric every
Thursday and Sunday .

PIKU Management Co., Developer * 3)885-7979




