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Career
optlons: Mike
Livshiz
learned
enough about
brake systems |
through |
North
Farmington
High School's
automotive
program to |}
win awards
at the
Vocational
and
Industrial
Automotive
Clubs of
America
regional
competition
this year.
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Text trends affect classes

Other states’ approved book lists define local market

BY SUE BUCK
BTAFF WRITER
sbuck@oe.homecomm.not

The relationlship between cur-
riculum and' textbooks is dn
important one to understand,
according to Jerry Fouchey,
director of curriculum for the
Farmington Public Schools Dis-
trict. .

In some respects toxtbhooks
have been nationalized, he snid.
The states of California and
Texas have stato-approved toxt-
book lists, for ial reasons.

" text book publisher insures that
their books line up with the
_ needs of Californin and Texns.”
:Books keep gotting thicker and
> more expensive, too, he snid.
Curriculum intions like

Schools Curriculum Frameworks
Committee geta together to look
at benchmarks they also look at
what textbooks are available.
The committee has educators,

the National Council of Teachera
of Mathematics, The National
Council of Teachers of English
and the National Social Studics
Council have helped to sct
national standards and bench-
mnrks, he anid.

“MEAP (Michigan Education

And textbook publishers have

fallen into'line bohind thoso

lists. e

Textbook publishers moke
sure that their textbooks have
everything which those two
states mensure. That defines a
large market, hosaid, “**  ©°

“If you go back 15 or 20 years
ago, you may have had:eight or

10 or-12 cholces for atuxtbook,”

Fouchey said. “Nowadays if you
got three good choices that is the
more likely occurrence beeause

A t Program) reflects
those standards,” Fouchey said,
.*If Michigan were to publish a
textbook list, right away certain
“publishers would have to mave
- out of state.”

Michigan has always strongly
valued local control, yet some
publishora scem to have an edge,
Fouchey said, For when

and parents.

“We look at look at two to four
textbooks,” Fouchey said, “Weo
look at how it aligns, then nego-
tinte with suppliera,”

Textbooks are replaced every
five to six years. In some “tech-
no-sophisticated” courses like
word processing, the material
changes faster, he said, “The
bonrd has a policy that we won't
be using materiels which are
more than seven years old.”

Parents can participate in the
process of curriculum review.
The Curriculum Frameworks
Committee has about eight
meetihgs a year, “The number of

ings depends on what docu-

districts are looking for informa-
tion about Michigan history,
they often go to Michigan Hills-
dnle Publishing.

Benchmarks

of this sort of
the curriculum, if you will, Every

ion of

When the Farmington Public

ments are ready to consider,”
Fouchey said. *We look for. vol-
unteers,” . N
Among the parents who regu-
lnrly attend are Julie Devine, J.
Thomas Buck and Strat Cala-
gins. Porenta can serve on the
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N You took the classes you had to take to carn your
Bachelor's degree and start you on your career. Now you
have reached the point at which you can take the classes
you want.to take, for the joy of learning, for the
excitement of intellectunl discovery, That's another kind

" of educational experience, and that's the point of the
Master of Arts in Liberal Smdiu EIchrce program offered

at the Uni of Michi

A Master s
Degree...By Ghoice,
Not Necessity...Just

FOR YOU!

. Makeno mistake, it will be challenging, but our current
" students say that it is nlso a thoroughly enriching and
. s The interdisci

.08

ion and an

T e

develop your critical thinking skills and intellectual
flexibility, and you will become more knowledgeable about
yoursell ns well. The program offers focused tracks as well
the opportunity to develop your own individunlized
track, and all required courses are offered during the
evening to accommadato thoee with busy schedules.

From U of M-Dearhorn
A Master of Arts in Liberal Studies

Summer term classes start

v courses will

May 6th. For general
portfolio, please call

(318) {693-1183, visit our websitc on the
internct nt wwwumd.umich.cdwuniv/grad or send an o
mail to umdprad@umd.umich.edu, We are conveniently
tocnted at 4901 Evergreen Rd., Dearborn, M1. 481261491
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committee for as long as they
wish,

Buck, a Farmington resident,
haa been active for four years.
He enjoys bringing his perspee-
tive to the process.

“I'm a business person,” he
said, adding that he believes
busincsses should support the
school system with partnerships,

Buck, who works for Infinite
Learning in Birmingham, gives

. consideration to a pumber of fac-
tors in forming his opinions,
including whether graduating
geniors are exposed to enough
content and information to help
them land a job,

Committee membors offer
challenging questions but always
in a constructive way, he said.

The Frameworks Curriculum
Review Process checklist, which
committee members use to help
them evaluate materials, raises
questions about how the course
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‘Good’ standards
drive C’ville lessons

By JoN] HUBRED
HTAYY
jhubred@oe.homecomm.net

In her three years with the dis-
trict, Clarenceville Schools cur-
riculum director Barb Church
has only gotten one call about
what was being tnught in a
child’s classroom.

And that waa because the par-
ent wanted to help
with homework, but
wns having trouble
with the math currieu-
lum.

“I met with the par-
ent, showed her the
materials and
explained the reason-
ing, then provided
some extra support,” Church
said, “This was a parent who
really wanted to help her child.”

The one area parents have
struggled with most in the school
curriculum is mathematica, she
added, largely because there
have been dramatie changes in
how math is taught.

The district tries to connect
parents with what children are
learning by providing a cusricu-
lum overview, a brochure that

again the following year because
the state stand: changed.
Whenever a major curriculum .,
change is implemented, Church
meets with teachers at the end of
the year and evaluates whether .
additional “tweaking” needs t
be done. It is also her responsi
bility to determine on a yearly
basis which areas might need |
some work, o
“In spring, I think _*
back on each curricu- |
lum area and whether  *
anything happened -
during the year to: °
prompt changes,” she _ |
said. *I meet with
tenchers to see how |
everything’s working.”
At the end of this school year, ° |
she said, they’ll take a halfday _ .
to evaluate the math curriculum. ”,
“In a larger district, they _
might have to stay on a firmer '
echedule,” she added. S
Textbooks are also regularly
reviewed. The average "wear
cycle® for replacement is about
every five to seven years, unless
the text is in an area of atudy
where it quickly becomes outdat- ;

Q, "

izes the key
for each grade level. Thoso out-
comes are closely linked to state
standards measured by the
Michigan Educational Assess-
ment Program or MEAP tests,
MDo teachers “teach to the

EAP™?

“We'd be foolish not to,”
Church said. “The state stan-
dards are benchmarks in four
core areas. The approach we
take in Clarenceville is we Jook
at those state standards and we
decide what we're going to
tench.”

One reason is that generally,
the state standards are good,
written by specialists in the
field, Church said. ‘Evgrybody

they’re reviewed ',
with the curriculum,” Church * '
said, “In science, we decided not |
to go with one textbook, but at
each grade level, we went witha
:iu-iety of instructional materi- .3
s.” -1
In addition to core classes, sec-
ondary students are offered a
variety of electives, but not the
same ones every year. As the . -
high school moves toward block - -
scheduling, teachers are develop- _ .,
ing a few additional alternatives, ~{}
because students will have the
option of taking more classes.
The district takes what it
teaches students very seriously,
Church said, “We spend & great
deal of tig: making sure we're
hi fon to

i 44 das

agrees we want our to
be able to do thosa things.”
Teachers also look at the way
they toach those core lessons,
and curriculum reviews are done
on a regular.basis, i;‘ut:’ nlot

"ravais

t
make sure students are pre-
pared, no matter where they'ro =

ing. PP
The district can provide any 3}
parent who has curriculum ques- u
tions with i i ilable 3

always on a set
Clarenceville reviewed science
and aocinl studies three years
ago, then had to examine them

in school offices. ‘f
“We encourage parents to s
become informed about what we ¥
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