The Observer & Eccentric/ SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 2002

Palestinians issue call for peace

BY BTACY JENKINS
BTAFF WRITER

The pain on the faces of local
Palestinian Americans was ovi-
dent, o8 many of the Ramallah
nativesa told atoriea of terror,
murder and chaos in their home-
land,

Western Wayne County and
Oakland County has the largest
concentration of Ramilites in the
United States, said Terry Ahwal
of Canton, who is an assistant
Wayne County exccutive and
member of the American Federa.
tion of Ramallah, Palestine,

‘The escalating violence in the
Israeli-occupied West Bank and
Gnza regions of the Middle East
has prompted local Palestinian
activists to rally for peace and to
call for an ¢nd to the 36-year
Isracli occupation they aay has
stripped their people of basic
human rights.

Teracli troops, on Monday, sur-
rounded the City of Bothlehem
and have waged daily attacks on
the West Bank city of Ramallah,
where about 10,000 western
Wayne County and Oakland
County residents were born.

“The City of Ramallah, our
families, are under sicge. They
are imprisoned in their own
homes,” said Samir Mashni of
Canton.

Mashni, a pnst president of the
American Federation of Ramal-
lah, Paleatine, was one of soveral
Ramilites who spoke out during
a Tuesday press conference at
the nssociation’s Westland meet-
ing hall. They denounced the vio-
lence, suicide bombings and the
United States finnncinl assia-
tance to Israel,

“We, as cummunlly. strongly
emphasize there is no military
solution to this conflict,” said the
Rov. George S}mlhoub of Livo-
nin’s St. Mary Antiechian Ortho-
dox Church. “We, as community,

The escalating violence in the Middle East has
prompted local Palestinlans to rally for peace.

want peace, we pray for ponco
and hope for peace. Sunday, we
stood outside of our church and
we prayed for peace, But, our
people are atill being crucified.”

Jad Jadallah of Dearbern
spoko of his 21-year-old niece,
who was killed Friday while
traveling in a car with her hus-
band and 7-month-old baby neesx
Ramallah, An American citizen,
she and her family recautly
moved back to Ramallah,

On Friday, they were driving
injured Palestinians to the hos-
pital, following the latest round
of Ieraeli nttacks on civilinna,
Her husband was shot five times
and was in critical condition in
the haspital, said Jadallah,

“She was an American citizen,”
he said. “Wo, as United States
citizens, have to pressure the
United States. A Jot of United
S!useu citizens are being hurt,

A Catholic priest, speaking to
roportera from a town near Beth-
Ilehem on Tuesday, described the

growing violence of recent days
in and around Bethlehem.

‘The group of Ramilites gath-
ered around the speaker phone
to hear the Rev. Baderinn Shw-

food and many have no electrici-
ty or running water. Palestinian
homes are being occupied by
Isroeli troops, while the families
are held hostage {n one room of
the home,

The injured cannot receive
medical attention from Red
Cross personnel, due to the

OBITUARIES

MARION A, GUEST

Private services were held for
Marion Aliene Guest, 88, of
Farmington Hills,

Mrs, Guest was born Mareh 7,
1814, m Detroit and died
March!

She ll lurwvnd by her chil-
dren, Judith (Larry LaVar-
combe), Trilby, Margery, Lad
(Chn-uune Modrm:k) nnd Chris-
tian (B

ding curfew. Hospitals an

shawki's personal 8 of
recent events,

“The situation in Bethlchem is
dilficult and I think it’s getting
worse,” he said, “(Israeli troops)
ere attacking everything.”

Two hours prior, ha was
inforniad that a Catholic pricst
was shot and Yilied and three
nung were shot in Bethlehem.
The city is under siege, he
ndded.

“There is no presaure for the
Israelis to leave Bethlehem,” he
said. “They are shooting all of
the places surrounding the
nativity. They are neglecting all
of the world and all of the
demands of a)) of the leaders of
the world.”

Cities in the region are under
24-hour curfew, meaning they
cannot leave their homes or busi-
nesses. People are running out of
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churches are being invaded by
Isracli troops and the dead are
not being buried.

The priest, speaking from &
convent about 10 minutes out-
side of Bethlehem, said his
church and convent are now a
makeshift medical facility. Peo-
ple are coming in for help, he
said, but are fearful that the
church {s a bombing target.

Canton's Terry Ahwal said the
situation is not new, but it is cer-
tainly more intense. She recalls
being 11 years old in Ramallah
and having to hide under o truck
for 20 minutes as she tried to
sneak to a neighbor's house,

three doors down, during curfew. .

*The same is happening today,
except these kids are bcmg shot
today at close range,” she said.
“Violenco is not going to get us
anywhere.”

Larry, John, Richard, Natalie,
Eli, Eliza, Lauren, Judah,
Andrew, Jamison, Nicholas,
Emilin, Olivia, Aurclia, Chris-
tian and Henry, 18 mnt-grnnd- :
children; and several nieces and -
nephcwu .
She is preceded in death by
her husband Harry,
Memorial contributions may -
be made to the Farmington Com-
munity Library. .

The Earth Angels, who do
choreographed dance routines
to songs of the 1950s, will host
their annual fund-raiser from
4 p.m.-8 p.m. on Sunday, Aprit
21 at the Costick Center in
Farmington Hilla,

Activities will include
games, dance, hula hnnp nnd

Earth Angels plan |
benefit for April 21 |

by the Earth Angels. A pizza
dinner will be served,

Tickets are $10 per person
and available by advance
sales only. Send a check and
order to 30040 Old Bedford,
Farmington Hills, MI 48331.
Include a return oddress and
ti ckcu will be mnilcd to you.

best ‘5608
door prizes and a performance

call Bonnie
Murphy, (248) 3204747

WANTED: 11TH GRADERS

You've always known she was headed for Lawrence Tech...
Who thought it would be in 11th grade?

*» Eam college credits in high school;

* Carver preparation fully tuned to the real world;
» Strong academic programs honed with the talents of practitioners in
the field;

» Projects that engage students directly with business and industry;
« Faculty current with professional practice in the arvas they
teach;
* Small classes that promote strong student interaction and
team building skills
* « Aunique academic and experiential “mix” that gives
students a real world advantage

Tuition is free, but space is limited
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3,500 Night &

250 Anytime Minutes

A penny for
your thoughts

hiy Access Tuded
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$49.99 500
$69.99 850
$99.99 1200
Per Month $149.99 2000
$199.99 3000 ;
Introducing
Weekend Minutes Al Calling Plans Include: the New’

Cingular Nation
Calling Plans

3500 Night & Weekend Minutes
No Long Distance
No Roaming Fees

Sony Ericsson T50

New Extended

9pm-7am

Night & Weekend Hours!

Less Than 1¢ Per Minute Anywhere in the USA!

3,750

Nationwide
Minutes!

Long

Never Pay

Agalg'_/

Roaming Fees
From Anywhere
in the USA!
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