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Even as a child, MU preszdent saw Felician life as ‘ideal’

By HuG G:\u.AOllER
STAFF WRITES
hgallaghe r@ne homecomm.not

By the time Sister Rose Mario

Kujawa was in high achool she knew
what she wanted to be.

“I was very familiar with the Felician
Sisters, they lived across the streel and
our fnmxly agsisted them in many
waya,” she said. “When I was growing
up, the sisters didn't cven own cars. I
they needed to go to a doctor my mother
would drive them. I was familiar with
the sisters, familinr with tho life and
{'cll it wae an ideal way to spend onc's
ife.”

When Sister Rose Marie is officially
innugurated April 20 as Madonna Uni-
versity’s sixth president, that “ideal life”
will have taken her to 23 countries and
included a lifo of servico as a teacher of
mathematica and as a college adminis-
trator. She helped take n small Livonin
college to university status with an
international presence and helped insti-
tute a variety of innovative programs,

Sister Rose Marie has been serving ns
president since July 2001 following the
death of Sister Francilene Van de
Vyver,

For Sister Rose Marie public service
is all part of being a Felician.

* “When our order was founded it was

to help children and elderly women in
1855,” she said. *We exist for service
but we are faith group. We talk nbout
being the active and contemplative
group. We spend a goodly amount of
time in prayer, but our active hours aro
meant to serve the public. Primarily it
takes the form of education and health
care.”

Sister Roso Marie's relationship with
Madonna goes back to her own college
duys. She received her bachelor’s dcgrcu
in mathematica at Madonna College in
1966 when it had only 300 students.
She received & master’s degree in math-

BTAFY PUOTO B J1d JAIDITLD

Happy to serve; Sister Rose Marie Kujawa is ready to make her
mark as Madonna University’s sixth president.

Borgess High School for six years in
Redford and I absolutely loved it,” she
said,

In 1872 ghe was pesigned to serve ns
assistant principal at Livonia's Lady-
wood High School. In 1976 ahe was
invited to come to Madonna as an
administrater and part-time math
teacher,

Sharing the ‘ahal’

Sister Rose Marie said math cnme
casy to her and she took pride in teach-

ing,

*I like the logic of mathematics and
when I began teaching it I liked it even
more, loved it really,” she said. *I liked

amatics at Wayne State Uni ity and
her doctorate in higher
cducation/administration from Wayne
in 1978,

“My first assignment was at Bis}mp

the i ion with the students, the
Aha! experienco that kids get when they
catch on to a concept.”

At Madonna she taught the first com-
puter classes, hooking up by medem to

Students who tampered

By PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WRITER - .
ppuce@oc.homocomm.aet .

. Four Dunckel Middle School students
face o hearing on charges thnt they
attempted to place a poison or harmful
subatance in food.

. The students allegedly put n pain
rellcver in a teacher's coﬂ'ee at the
schopl in March.

According to Fnrmmgton Hills Police
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Chief William Dwyer, a referee from the
Oakland County Circuit Court Family
Division authorized tho petition to
chargo the students involved in the
March 4 incident,

Police anid the-sixth-grade tnnchcr
waa alerted by a student in her class
that two girls had put something in her
drink. The tencher talked to school

ly inter-
viewed the gnrls Ono of them was still
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a central computer in Minneapolis and
teaching the now ancient computer lan-
gunges FORTRAN 4 and Basic.

“That didn’t Just long, because we
needed more administrative help at the
time,” she said.

In 1979 Sister Rose Marie began 17
years as first academic dean and then
academic vice president as the college
moved toward university status, During
those years the university moved from
25 to 50 undergraduate programs, insti-
tuted graduate studies and created six
calleges.

Sister Rose Marie scrved as chair-
woman of the “university study” com-
mittee that studied other institutions
with university status to which Madon-
na compared favorably. In 1991 region-
al and state acerediting bodies recog-
nized the new status,

Working with faculty members, Sister
Rose Marie instituted & number of inno-
vative programs in the Felician tradi-
tion.

“Our thinking was that we are here to
offer an education but we are here to
offer service, we expect our students to
have that mindset to go back in the

ity, nsaist ather bers of the
community, to enrich the community,”
sho said. “We are a liberal arts college
and we say we educate them for life.”

Going international

Many of Madonna’s programs devel.
oped from suggestions by faculty and
aven residents, They ineluded such
innovations ns a degree in sign lan.
guage, nursing programs and graduate
business programa. One such sugges-
tion took Madonna to international sta-
tus.

Sister Rose Marie received a letter
from annnnpal in Mount Clemens nfk-

ular and beloved predecessor and an old’
friend. Sister Francilene spent her lusl.
years battling cancer.

“I'd known her since high school, we!
went to the same high school ... nnd we
both eatered the Felician sisterhood,”
Siater Rose Marie said.

Sister Francilene had been one of
those who invited Sister Rose Mnric to
come to Madonna, and for 17 years they
shared the same suite of offices.

“She was a Jeader in her own right,
very approachable, good sense of
humor. I traveled with her many times.
When you know someone you take them
for granted. I took it for granted that
she would be a good, kind person, after’
all she was a Fellcmn, Sister Ru:e
Marie said with a wide grin.

Planning the future .

Sister Rose Marie began her tenura
just as the economy began to sour and .
she has been spending a lot of time
d Toval

ing would

creating a graduate education program
in Taiwan, where the country'’s schools
needed ad with ad d
degrees.

“AI. first when I saw the letter
thought is this a request for o diploma
milf and I threw it in the waste basket,”
sho said.

Instead, she met with the letter writ-
er and a new phase began for Madonna
overseas.

The Madonna board approved the
idea and the school began teaching
groups of 20 to 24 studenta in graduate
education programs. Madonna faculty
were sent to Taipei and later to Shang-
hai in mainland China. Plans are to
institute a similar program in Bejjing.
Graduates nre asked to attend com-
mencement ceremonies in the United
States.

Madonna has also made an effort to
encourage a diverse student body, draw-
ing students from local African Ameri-
can and Latino communities, The 4,000-
student ity also has
tives from 28 foreign countries.

ling with fund- -
raising issues. -
She said the college haa a good five-
year plan but needs to develop a new -
master plan for the 45-year-old school.
“We are inviting representatives to .
discuss options for Madonna University, .
whether we need a new building, .

. whether wo want to revamp, what we. |

want to do with sports,” she said.

Endowment interest is down and:,
some pledges have been put on hold:‘
because of the economy but Sister Rozw.q
Maric is optimistic.

“We are built on faith here a
always turn to prayer. In some sense
has been a good year, we located new ¢ <
foundations that have found our pm-
grams worthy of their consideration,”
Aho nn(d

Uni ity has

month's worth of activitics to mark the
installation of the new president. On
April 20, Sister Rose Marie's three mar-
ried sisters, her married brother and |
many of her 22 nieces and nephews will |
be on hand when she reccives the bless-
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Siater Rose Marie has replaced a pop-

with coffee face hearing

in possession of a erushed Advil pain
reliever tablet, Dwyer said.

The teacher was tested for consump-
tion of harmful substances but results
proved negative, police said.

Twa others girla are bumg chnrged

er.

A pre-trial hearing on the paotential
felony charge will be held April 22 at
the court’s Family Division. The stu-
dents range in nge from 11 to 13,

According to Sue Zurvalec, assistant

of staff and

because they were
the alleged action, Dwyer ﬁnid

The drink was tested by Michigan
State Police and results showed it con-
tained the over-the-counter pain reliev-

services at the school district, three of

the four girls have voluntarily with-
rawn from the. district are.

ing other achools.

mg of Blahop Moses Anderson as
d '8 new presi N

on charges |

The fourth girl remains suspended
and a hearing has not been set for her i
reinstatement,

e teacher wans very upsct by thelr '
actions,” Dwyer said, “She's a hlgh\y H
respected teacher by the students.” :

Hoadded ’fhhhnnheentmaudua i
very serious matter by the police !
department and we hope 1 lesson can be

i such.asthese.

. CRD v

have some serious consequences.”
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relate to that.
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Just because something
is old doesn’t mean
itisn’t valuable.

1 can relate to that. maybe that's why I'm never in a rush
with these guys. Sanding out a dent here and there,
restoring the gears... soon I'll have all the time in the world
for them, just like they have for me. That's the beauty of
retirement. And now that it's almost here, I'm grateful that
1 started planning early — with US. Savings bonds. I

started buying Savings Bonds when I got my first real job,
through a Payroll Savings plan. I put aside something every
payday. And little by little, it really ndded up. Bonds are
guaranteed safe, too, and earn interest up to 30 years.

In o few more years, you'll find me out here in the
workshop more and more, fixing a hinge or polishing a case.
1 know that there's a lot of life left in these old guys. I can

Ask your employer or banker
about saving with U.S. Savings
Bonds. For all the right reasons.

SAVINGS
.BONDS

A public service of this newspaper




