The Observer & Eccentric/ SUNDAY, APRIL 14, 2002

History from page Al

trinngla shaped crossing called o
“wyo” was croated on the cast
sido of Farmington Road.

“The Interurban turned into
what would now be the parking
lot for the Downtown Center,” he
eaid.

While trains had thoir sta-
tions, trolley cars had waiting

roomsa more like medern bus
stopa. Tickets were sold on the
car, but passengers needed a
sheltered place to wait for the
trolley to arrive.

A local connection

Golden stresscs these were not
“street cars,” which operate only

Road find: Thzs section of trolley track, uzszble in the
lower left-hand corner of the photo, was located along
Farmington Road, near where construction crews
unearthed a section of track a few weeks ago. Trolley
historian Brian Golden said most of the track, whose
dual guard rails weighed 140 pounds per foot, was

removed in the 1930s,

on city strects, The Interurban
trolleys traveled from one town
to another, They eame to Farm-
ington largely because two
groups of competing business-
men wanted to obtain the fran-
chise for a line from Detroit to
Pontiac.

*It cost a million dollara to cre-
ate a line, but it was 8o lucrative,

they could got banks to back

them,” Golden said.

The group who lost out on the
franchise found a trolley line,
Grand River Electric Railway,
owned by one man with whom
they joined forces to form the
Dotroit-Northwestern line. They
ran rail from Redford to Farm-
ingten, and tho reason thoy did
it was the line then went up
Orchard Lake Road, through
Bloomficld Township and Keego
Harbor, ultimately into Pontiac.

*“They wanted to find a route to
Pontiac that wasn't Woodward,”
Golden explained.

At the height of the trolley’s
popularity, there were 30 street
rail companies in southeast
Michigan, which were eventually
unified under one umbrella:
Detroit United Railway or DUR.
Later bought out by Eastern
Michigen Railway, DUR later
became known as the Dopart-

You've always known she was headed for Lawrence Tech...
Who thought it would be in 11th grade?

¢ Eam college credits in high school;

* Carcer preparation fully tuned to the real world;

* Strong academic programs honed with the talents of pracmioners in
the field;
 Projects that engage students directly with business and industry;
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teach;
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save n section of the rail.

*The only way a piece of this
could be kept is if someone came
in to cut it,” he said.

Golden welcomes suggestions
or help from anyone with the
kind of equipment to do the job.
He can be reached at (248) 701-
8112,

ment of Strect Railway, Detroit's
bus company.

Woll, most of them.

Golden believes the stretch
found on Farmington Road was
left because it had been buried.
And at 140 pounds per foot, the
guard rail is quite cumbersome
to move.

He and other local historians
hape there might be some way to

Becnuse the land between the
rails was taxed, fare pricos
couldn't compete with bus travel.
By 1930, the trolleys were com-
pletely gone, and the lines were
removed
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When it comes to faser eye surgery, experience and resuls matter...,
You've heard a lot about laser eye surgery - now get the facts. Tatk to
your eye doctor about laser vision correction, After all, you only have
one pair of eyes, treat them with TLC.

Trust the Lasik Surgeons
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Nationwide
Minutes!

3,500 Night & Weekend Minutes

A penny for
your thoughts

Per Month
Minutes

Less Than 1¢ Per Minute Any_yyhere in the USA!

Cingular Nation
Calling Plans

Never Pay
Long Distance
Again!

X

hly Access
$39.99 350
$49.99 500
$69.99 850
$99.99 1200 Roaming Fees
$149.99 2000 From Anywhere
$199.99 3000 in the USA!

All Calling Plans include:
3500 Night & Weekend Minutes
No Long Distance
No Roaming Fees

Introducing
the New
Sony Ericson T60

New Extended
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