LINDA ANN CHOMIN

Young pianist
happy to be
home again

's not that Sanjay Mody doesn't

love Paris, Who wouldn't enjoy

going to the Louvre or attending
concerts whenever you feel like it?
Culture is everywhere but after
nearly o year nway from his Birm-
ingham home, the young pianiat
longs to spend time with his friends.

Mody is eager to tell them all
about his adventures. He has plenty
of stories about preparing for the
entrance exam to the Paris National
Superior Conservatory of Music
after studying since June with grad-
uate-level plano professor Marie-
Francoise Buequot. In March, Mody
passed with flying colors, placing
firat among 200 applicants.

The 16-year-old returned to Birm-
ingham at the beginning of April for
a four-week stay. He's wasting no
time reacquainting himeelf with stu-
dents at the Rocper School in Birm.
ingham and Schoolcraft Colloge in
Livonin where ho studied piano from
the age of 9 with Donald Morelock.
Before leaving, Mody will perform a
Chopin concerto with the Livonia

p Orchestraon S doy,
April 27,

“I'm sad about returning,” said
Mody. “I really miss everyone. You
can get over a lot of things but that's
really hard. I don’t really speak
French well. All my classés will bo
in French starting in September but
I'm not worried. Music is an intorna-
tional languago and my piano
instructors speak English very well.

“I just wish I had all my friends
here over there. They've asked me if
I regretted moving. ! said, 'no
because I'm going to'get to visit
more.™

BTAT? PHOTO BY JIX JAGDIKLD
In concert: Sanjay Mody will
perform Frederic Chopin’s
Concerto No. 1 in E minor for
piano and orchestra.

Traveling has become a way of life
for Mody who for the past six sum-
mers has studied in Russia though a
pinno institute organized by Schiool-
craft College. In fact, Mody won first
place in the Intarnational
Shostakovich Competition, an edu~
cationnl element of the institute, it
St, Petersburg in 2001,

“Paris, musically speaking, is
vory different from Russia,” said
Maody. “There are so many different
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up fils for reflection

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WINTER

Ichomin@oc.homecomm.not

'hat would have happened if
Wﬁitler had won the wnr?"
David Magidson throws out
the premisc of It Happened Here, on
underground classic in the fourth
annual Lenore Marwil Jewish Film
Festival presented by the Jewish Com-
munity Center Aprit 28 to May 8.
1t's half pnst nine on a Tuesday
ing and Magidson, t bites -
of breakfast, wonders as film director
Kevin Brownlow did, what the fate of
Jews would have been in England
where tho movie takes place, He
pauses to reflect.

As festival director, Magidson and a
committee, spent hundreds of hours
reviowing more than 100 films for the
thought-provoking content found in
Brownlow's film that took six years to

».. Jewlish Fitm Festival |
" ' When: Sunday, Aprlt 28

to Wednesday, May8 . ' ¢
S Where: United Artists Theatrgs, |

' i 14 Mile Road at Haggerty, Com- "
t

merce Townshlp; Bimingham 8}

. Theatre on Old Woodward ;

i " Avenue south of Maple, Birming- |

i-: ham, and the MichiganTheatra - ;

" . 603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor." [\« ¢

i@ Tickets: $8, $7 senlors, fastival . *

¢ pass for all movies $89,$79 - ;
| " senioss, call {248) 788-2900
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A ‘These are well-made
movles about important
Issues. | don't think there's
a bad movle in the bunch.
It's difficult to find 25
movies for general enter-
tainment let alone to find
25 good Jewish movies.’
David Magidson

Festival director

make in the late 19508 and carly
19603, Brownlow allows British fas-
cists to share their views of the Jews,
sounding warning bells nearly two
decades after World War 11, '
Of the 25 filma showing at theaters
1 C. 1

Now playlng: “One of the Hollywood Ten” (above), “The Power of

Good: Nicholas Winton” (below), and “Good Evening, Mr. Wal-
lenberg” (film strip left to right), “The Times of Harvey Milk,”

“Hester Street,” and “To Be or Not to Be” are highlights of the

Lenore Marwil Jewish Film Festival.

Guest speakers
Not content to send nudiences home
thinking about what they've seen, the
film festival committee has invited
peakers such as U.S. Rep, Bar-

in Birmi T

nnd Ann Arbor, the majority deal
with historical events and the strug-
gles of Jewish people in Europe and
the U.S.

Magidson begins to list the high-
lighta af the festival - One of the Hol-
lywood Ten stars Jefl Goldblum as
Herbert Biberman in a fictionalized
feature nbout the period in American
artistic/politienl history when writers
were blacklisted. :

“Theso are well-made movies nbout
important issues. I don't think there's
a bad movie in the bunch,” said
Mngidson, a Bleomfield Township res-
ident. “It's difficult to find 25 movies
for general entertainment let alone to
find 26 good Jewish movics.”

guest

ney Feank (D-Mass.) who bringa con-
temporary issues such as homosexu-
ality to the forefront, Frank will
answer questiona after showings of
Let's Get Frank, a film currently in
production and featuring him as one
of the openly gay politicians who are
Jewish, and The Times of Harvey

that challenges the way Jewish moth-
ers arc portrayed in film, The film dis-
perses negative stereotypes of Jewish

hers aa controlling, i i
and guilt inducing.

Magidson expeets movies like these
to draw cven larger crowds than last
year, In anticipation of the demand to
seo In-Search of Peace Part Onc:
1948-1967 and other films in the fos-
tival, the committee expanded the
number of venues from one to three.
In Search of Peace brings the history
of the di: defending of

Mitk, an Oscar winning Y.
The film chronicles the life and mur-
der of Milk, a San Francisco supervi-
sor who was gay and Jewish, and
Mayor George Moscone of San Fran-
cisco. Filmmaker Bart Everly will
lend the discussion along with Frank,

is traveling from Australia to talk
h )

an
Israe) to life. Narrated by Michael
Douglas, the film is a timely docu-
mentary in light of the current con-
flict in the Middle Enst,

The Power of Good: Nicholas Win-
ton is Bure to attract hundreds of
viewers as well. The documentary
about an Englishman, who saved 879

about Me a Y
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What: Art exhiblt and

BY JoNT HUBRED
FTAFF WRITER

strations and muslo
Whnen: Sunday, Aprll 28,
‘through Sunday, Mey 5 .
Whare:- William 8.
Costick Center, 28600
Eleven Mile, in Farming-
ton Hilis.

Detalls: Starry Night Gala
opening on Saturddy,
April 27;; Mighty Menty
Swing Kings In concert
May 4. For infotmation,

not

Connic Lucas projected her dreams
of a far-off 1and onto canvas, then
found herself in a drenm-come-true,
winning tho Farmington Artists Club's
Spring 2002 juried exhibiti

M ‘The technical achleve-
ment Is Just outstanding. |
like the Idea, | like the com-
position.’
Jim Pujdowski
Judge

place (Glory Belwatercolor), Mnrtha
Barnes-4th place (Wildflowersiacrylic)
and Jim Patterson-Grumbacher
Award for best use of color (Cathedral
Shadows/watercolor),

“You look for honpaty first of all,”
Pujdowski snid nfter awarding the top
ptizcs, “gsomebody true o their cralt,

Held April 10 in conjunction with
the Farmington Artists Council at the
William B. Costick Center in Farming-
ton Hills, the cvent drow 259 entrics
from artists from all over the
metropolitan area. Veteran artiat Jim
Pujdowski epent 90 minutes nnd used

serverandeccent

a life-timo of experienco to judge the
show.

Hernamed Lucas’ I dream of Africa
Best of Show. Other nwards went to
Rogina Dunne-2nd place (Western
Dreamer/pastel), Julia McGrath-3rd

Sharon Darga

their
Lucas, a Canton reaident, uscd
watercolor to cambine elements of
reality and fantasy in a bright areay.
*The technical nchievement is just
outstanding, I liko the iden, I Jiko the
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7] Artist’s
Juried
competi-
earned
for her

“I Dream

sdargay@oe.homecom

‘5| dream: In |

tion, Con- '
nie Lucas

first place .
watercolor

of Africa”.



