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1970s musical returns with a me

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
TAFF WRITER
[chomin@oc.homecomm.not

' The Meadow Brook Theatre
stage is deserted as if waiting for
the lively musical Godspell to
bring it to life on opening night
Saturday, April 27, It's lunchtime
and one of the crews is taking a
break from laying the floor, the
first step in setting the scene.
They've been working around the

clock since Cat on ¢ Hot Tin Roof

closed on April 14,

young actors. The last time Wicks
acted in the ploy was in a 19856
summer stock production in Mis-
souri where sho was working as a
freelance actress,

“] got down in one of the danco
positions and couldn’t get up,”
said Wicks, who also serves as
Mendow Brook Theatre's interim
artistic director, Wicka hesitates
to say how old she is but has
spent tho last 28 years acting and
directing professionally and
teaching at universities. “You

"' . . .. Meadow Brook Theatre : )
What: Present the 1870's musical Godspsf! with music and lyrics

" by Stephen Schwartz

- when: Previews 8 p.m, Thursday-Friday, Apill 25-26, opens & p.m, .
Saturdoy, Apri 27, and continues through Sunday, May 18, Curtain 8

* p.m. Wednesday-Saturday, 2 p.m, and & p.m. Wednosday, 6 p.m. Sat-
urday, and 2 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Sunda;

Wheroe: In the thester at Wilson

* Hills,, -

y .
Hall, Oakland Unlversity, Rochester

Tickets: $26-$38, $17-$26 previews, call (248) 377-3300

Wicks chose the musical about
the last seven days of Jesus' life
because of its popularity since

ing to sacrifice himsell for grenter
good. There's somothing I think
everyone is thinking about.”

area and debris. I grow upon a
farm. There's a different strese
level in the city. People are look-

ssage of hope -

message a'f faith, For some it!
might be a message of hope, It's]
fun for two hours and keeps the,

ing for hing or to
make sense of it all. In & city if
you're going to go someplace to
think it's up on the rooftop.”

After rehearsing the cast six to
eight hours a day, six days a
week for the last three weeks,
Jacy Bybec ngrees with Wicks
that the rooftop ia the placo to be.
The 21-year-old Pontiac actor
enjoys moving around the stoge
as Herb, one of the characters.’

diy asking more questions;

at the end.”
While Alonzo Luzod appreci-
ates what the musical ia saying,!
he's more impressed with tho;

quality of the production. The;.

Farmington resident plays Jof-;
frey, an insightful character. In;
the pnst Luzod's performed withy

‘the Plymouth Canton Bnllet:

Company and Tinderbox Pmdu:-:

tions based in Redford.

“The caliber of the cast and
directors is unparalleled with?
anything olse I've done,” said{
Luzod. “It's the most intenses
rehearsal process. There’s sor
much to learn in such a shorts
time." ) i

havo to be physically fit to do
Godspell,

“I Jove this musical. It makes
me fee! good. It's one of those
musicals that resonates with peo-
ple my age, baby boomers. We
grew up with it. As human beings
we like to'go to musicals, We're

iliar with it, It’s I bl
and somothing parents can share

‘Debra Wicks isn't worried
about it coming together for pre-
views Thursday-Friday, April 25-
26. This is her second time dircet-
ing the musical after acting in it
four times. She knows Stephen
Schwartz's inusic and lyrics. In
fact, she'd probably still be per-
forming in the John-Michael
Tebelak musical if not for the

Wicks is taking the musical to  Thig is his i

the rooftops of a big city to set the dulcstilon],] nnﬁm;ﬂpg?aﬁznshpm
scenc. Designer Potor Hicks's  yugume aftor graduating with a
brick walls and vivid blue 8ky  gopree in musical theater from
provide the perfect backdrop for  Qakland University in May

the 10-member cast who start the “1 wasn't familiar \vit}; God-
musical in the audience and  g5el7 * said Bybee who wasn't
eventually leap up and down lnd-  ¢ven born when thoe musical took
ders on stage. Broadway by storm. “My room-
mate has every musical on the NEW season '

opening Off Broadway in 1971,
and on Broadway in 1976. The
underlying theme appeals to peo-
plo of all faiths.

“What the play gives you is
hope,” said Wicks. “Thore’s no
resurrection in the play. Whether
the character is Jesus or not is
not important. He is someone

b
i
'}

realization that this is a show for  with their kids." with 8 message of hope and will-  Ensemble cal o "
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