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Ramp from page C1

- And now that she’s
reclaimed her right to out-
doors, Hutchinson dreams of a
ven with a chairlift. "Muyhn
God will hear my pmyor, she
said.

It was a local social organi-
zation that heard hor prayer
for a way out of her houso,
Oankland Livingston Human
Service Agency, headquartered
in Pontiac and serving
throughout the two counties,
included Hutchinson's home in
its pilot program of five ramps.

Jerry Sedick, OLHSA's asso-
ciate director, snid the need for
this service is “overwhelming”
The ngency built ita firat ramp

Inst December using grants
from the United Way of Oak-
land County and the Area on
Aging.

As much as OLHSA needs
funds, Sedick said, it needs
volunteors to do tho construc-
tion work. Willingness, he
said, can be more important
than skill, While it takes about
a week or so to do the job, he
said, volunteers who can give
any amount of time are vital
to the program’s operation,

Volunteers can contact
Sedick at (248) 209-2650.

Commercial sources
There also are commercial
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sources for residential
wheelchair ramps, Among
them are Wright & Filippis,
Inc., of Rochester Hills, and
Curmg Solutions, of Farming-
tan Hills,

Ad. I-‘Hippln CEO of his
company, said cost of an aver-
nge ramp without complicat-
ed turns is about $3-4,000.
His company gunernlly uses
troated wood for permanent
installations. Temporary
ramps are priced at a fixed
feo for installation and
removal and a minimum of
three-months rontnl, totaling
about $1,700-$2,201

F'llippm points out that city
building permits are required
and various state regulations
must be followed. Do-it-your-
solfers ought to know that
overy inch of rizo necessitates
12 inches of ramp; every 30
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fect of ramp require a reating
platiorm. Railing spindles
must bo on a maximum of 4-
inch centers to prevent child
head entrapment,

At Caring Solutions, exocu-
tive nesistant Janet Parker
said her company likes to
build the ramp at the rear of
the house whenever poumblc,
for appenrance and sccurity.
When the ramp must be at the
front of the house, “We try to
integrate landscaping to
reduce the harshness of the
appearance.” She said her
compnny cven has built ramps
inside unanhed gerages. Her
company’s average ramps, she
said, can be in the $2-5,000
range.

Both companies say that
under certnin conditions, some
insurance plans can help with
the cost of the ramp.

Thermostat will
save you money

There are many ways to
conserve energy in your
home. One of the simplest ia
to install a programmable
thermostat. Homo Depot
associnte Chuck Dedera says,
“A programmable thermostat
can help you realize cnergy
savings without sacrificing
comfort. You will soce a
tremendous savings in energy
usage ~ up to 35 percent.”

There are several types of
programmable thermostata
available. A modorately
priced unit will run about
$45. The more expensive
units offer options such as a
vacntlon getting or an energy
savings recount that will
show you exactly how much
you are saving.

Installation is simple
enough for the beginning do-
it-yoursclfer. First, turn off
the power to the heating and
air-conditioning system and
remove the old thermostat
cover plate. Then unscrew
and remove the thermostat
body. Remove the thermostat
base by loosening the mount-
ing screws and tape the
labeled wires to the wall to
keep them from falling into

the wall cavity.
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Marketplace

Sprlﬂg wreath' Tlus one-of- a- kind door wreath
announces sfrmg with its paper and fabric daisies,
lilacs and lilies all highlighted by a big ribbon. The
custom wreaths are available at Artistic Expressions,
Custom Florals by Patrzcta, in Birmingham. Prices
depend on customer’s requirements and flowers used.
This one is $145. For more information, call (248)644-
8439, Marketplace spotlights items available at retail
stores in the Observer & Eccentric coverage areas. To
submit an item for consideration, send a photo of it to
“Marketplace,” 805 East Maple Road, Birmingham
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