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Decorate with
garden items to’ -

bring outd

B Mixing the old and new

oors inside

will remind you of the

refaxed charm of the garden you love.

By CAROL MCGARVEY .
BETTER HOMES AND GARDENS BOOKS

For AP Weekly Features

Many gardeners get through
winter by holding on tight to
seed catalogs and perusing every
page. Othorsa do that, too, but
they also live with the garden
logk all year round to keep them
inspired.” .

It doean't matter where you
live = cottage, suburban two-
story or high-rise apartment —
you can warm your home with
garden' trappings, such as potted
plants, floral prints and fabrics
a_nd aged ‘outdoor furniture
picces.

In some climates, there's little
distinction between indoors and
outaide, but in others, the weath-
er creates a firm definition, If
that's your situation, picture in
your mind what you love about
the outdoors. Then work to bring
it inside.

- That doesn't have to mean a
total, costly remodeling. Some-
times castplfs and found objects
like small urns, metal gates or
an architecturn! piece provide
the just-right touch, Combine
those picces with botanical
prints, floral fabrics, vintage pot-
tery and ggrden-bright colors,
and you've got a fresh look.

Mixing the old and new will
remind you of the relaxed charm
of the garden you love.

Decorate with your watering
can until it is needed outdoors,
Place o garden lantern inside at
a strategic spot, or bring an
Adirondack chair out of winter
storage and make it your
favorite reading chair.

'Enjoy this scason as a timo to
browse thrift shops and antique

And
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malls for garden ornaments,
Then try them out inside your
home first; don't wait for the
garden, Visit garden shops when
they're not full of plants to sce
some interesting picces that you
might ignore when you're shop-
ping for bedding plants. Shop for
vintage and new fabrics that
might enhance the garden Jook
in pillows or window valances,

Some simplo projects can add
to the overall garden feel of your
rooms. Need an extra bedside
table? Add a folding wooden or
metal chair and stack gardening
books for bedtime dreaming.
Hang a small wooden garden
ladder herizontally on the wall
and drape antique quilts from it
for colorful display.

Add leaf motifa to white bed
linens in n guest room or be fan-
ciful in a painted fern-patterned
screen. Fill a amall child's wagon
with plants. Plant some ivy in
colorful pots,

As temperatures allow, treat
your deck, patio or sunroom g8
an outdoor room. Invite colorful
pattorns into the mix or give a
floor cloth look to the wood floor
by painting a geometric or floral
pattern.

Introduce texture wherever
you can, Hang dried flowers, vin-
tage tools, small wreaths or even
o straw hat to help create a rest-
ful onsis. Display some vintage
or reproduction floral prints to
create a focal point in n neutral
room, and include touches of pat-
terned fabric. If bold isn't your
style, fashion o l:catful. quict

Many people are ataying clos-
er to home new and consequen
ly many are gardening, Here
are some books that should
help all gordeners achieve their

onls,
GARDEN The New
SPOT

American
Backyard:
Eazsy,
Organic
Techniques
and Solu-
tions for a
Landscape
You'll Love,
Kris Medic
(Rodale,
$29.95), is
right un the
mark with

information

an described

MARTY FIGLEY

in the title,

The book gives steps neces-
sary to crente a uscr-friendly
back yard, beginning with a
simple design process the read-
er can follow.

Al} nspects are covered such
as composting, utility areas,
water (use a rain barrel), lawns,
fertilizers, pruning, tools, hard-
scapes and plant selection.
Organic approaches to pest and
weed control are also included.
1 predict this book will be one
that is used extensively.

Annuals, perennials

Two other new books will, |
predict, also be used on « regu-
Iar basis, Nancy Szerlag, colum-
nist for The Detroit News, and
horticulturist Alison Beck have
written two books eapecially for
our gardens. They are Annuals
for Michigan and Perennials for
Michigan {Lone Pine Publish-
ing, $18.95 cach).

Both books follow the same
format, beginning with a gener-
al overview of the plants, prop-
er soil conditions, composting,
seeding and planting instruc-

tions, and more. Annuals (443
of them} and perenninls (681)
are described ond  pho-
tographed beanutifully.

The authars feature height
und spread ranges, flower color
a8 well as bloom times nnd har-
diness zones for each, plus
growing tipn, recommended
hybrids, and pest and discnse
problems.

The information is clearly
wrilten, direct and to the puint.
Both books include quick refer-
ence charts that really sove
time. The soft, waterproof cov-
ers will resist damnge so you
won't hesitate to take them to
the garden.

Another offering from Tay-
lor's Guides series is Ground
Covers, Nan Sinton and David
C. Michener tHoughton Miftlin,
$23). This buok profiles many of
these versatile plants.

Practical information about
new cultivars and many old
favarites will open a new world
of idens for the gardener. The
encyclopedic section describes
more than 4,000 plants with
growing tips nnd low to use
them in the landscape, suitable
companion plants and how the
plonts got their names. Plants
are listed with batanical names,
pronuncintion guides and the
familics to which they belong.

Herbs, art

Herbs, Lesley Bremness (a
Dorling Kindersley handbook,
$18.95), fully illustrates more
than 700 species.

All parts of each plant, tree,
shrub, herbaccous perennial,
annual and bienninl, and other
herbs nre clearly photographed.
‘This mnkes identification quite
casy. The book is full of infor-
mation and Bremness explains
how herbs hove been used in
covking. as medicinals, in cose
metics and grown in herb gor-
dens,

Beckoning back yard:
This book will help you
create a user-friendly
back vard.

The first American cdition
was published in 1994; this edi-
tion was reprinted with correc-
tions in 2000, the cditorial con-
sultant was Holly H. Shimizu.

Native Trees, Shrubs and
Vines: A Guide to Using, Grow-
ing and Propagating North
American Woody Plants,
William Cullina (Houghton Mif-
{lin, $40), has a publication date
of June 12, 2002,

This has excellent advice for
any wildflower enthusiast. Cul-
lina i the nursery manager
and propagator at the Garden
in the Woods of the New Eng-
tand Wild Flower Society.

“Far the purpose of this work,
‘native’ means plants growing
in North America prior to Euro-

spot with soft t and
painted white furniture. Many
shades of white, taupe and soft
green work well together in sub-
tle rooms.
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Make your lawn casler I
and cheaper to maintaln by
mowing high—three

“The roots of your lawn
grow as deep as the grass
grows tall, so ualler grass
has deeper, healthier roots.
Keep your lawn 3" or higher
and never cut off more than }

you mow. A héalthy lawn
tolerates hot, dry weather
better— so you won't need
to spend your summer
. -watering and, fertilizing.

Mow hlghi

‘Books bring ideas for back yard to forefront

pean settlement, and the term
‘woody plant’ meane any
apecics with at least a woody..
trunk or base,” he writes.

Cullina explaina how tu
select the best native plant:
and how to use and grow eaci
of them.

Also featured aro instruction:
on how to attract apecific
species of birds and butterflict
to supply food and shelter aud
how to restore habitats b,
using land type-specific woud.

. plants, and where to find th«

right “native” for a garden
Look for this winner soon.

Painting Flowers in Water
colour: A  Noturalistic
Approach, Coral G, Guest (Tim-
ber Press, $19.85), is a treasun:
of beautiful art work using “n
modern style of flower paint
ing.”

Guest's aim is to capture the
spirit and luminescence of the
flower while still being botani-
cally correct. She has organjzel
her techniques so that an artist
of any skill can follow the
instructions and has included
practical advice, such as mate-
rials, equipment and ideas of
where to find subject material. -

The book ia published in asso-
ciation with The Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew.

GOOD GARDEN TIP

Branch Tree Service Inc. of
Warren and Royal Oak has
alerted us that the dently dis-
case, Ash Yellow, ia making
inroads in destroying our ash
trees, Usually found in white
ash, it has also been found in
green ash. Have your trees
inspected by a qualified
arborist now,

Marty Figley is an advanced
master gardener based in Birm-
ingham. You can leave her a
message by dialing (734) 953-
2047 on a touch-tone phone.
Her fax number is (248) 644-
1314,

Free In Home Estimates Y
Design Service Available E:

A - BASO

OFIN(

Call Toll Free
888-212-9833

- For All Your Roofing Needs!
] WWW.

ara working ln your sreighbertood...
*ticenaed & sured
+Exporienced § Dependable
+Projessional Tradesmen

= Asphal & Fiderglass Shingles

+ Flat Roats + Porch Roota » All Repairs
«Gutteen + koo Dam Protection

BPERE B DR DE

URNSTONg

GRANITE, INC.

D KITCHEN & BATHROOM COUNTERIOPS
FIREPLACE SURROUNDS
INATURAL STONE PRODUCTS [GRANITE, MARBLE, LIMESTONE

-20% OFF STONE & FABRICATION
R MINmUm $1,200.00 ORDER
ES REMNANT PIECLES
No Other Discounts Apply * Controcts Must Be Signed by Moy 4, 2002

. New Onotss Oniy «
EXCtuDi

»,

wﬁ&l’@k&f«-@w R S KoL)

(&

722 .0,
A

31150 W. Eight Mile Road » Farmington Hills, Mi 48336+248.477.1515

FM Amis

Reflections

‘Hand-Crafted Ook & Cherry Furniture

'
We Feature Amish-Made
Solid Oak
& Chetry Fumniture,
Vislt our on-line catalog.

Spring Sale!
Sat., April27+ 10-5
10% off alt orders and in
stock ltems

350 Days Same As Cash < [

4

DELIVERY AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT NICHIGAN
175 N 1o Hwy. 10 West to Bus Rt 10 - Exit Saginaw Rd. North
704 S, Saglnaw Rd. + Midland, M| 48640 * (989) B835-3283

HOURS Momtay G Thursday 108, Toesday, Wednesday. Friday 106, Sanurday 10-3

| reeionim

38CKC Fer. 51203
2 Ton - 24000 BT

+ Finan
« Free Home

3 DO-1T-
YOURSEL¥F

LIZUT

PRE-SEASON SALE

1% 8 >
CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONING
<

Now from

Completely Installed

< 15 N Refrigeratiun tubing

+Two Year Warranty On Parts &

« I'rice Based On Adequate Electrical Supply
Air etivery System

Qffer Kapires 5-31-02

cootina 858-7730

505 ORCHARD LK. AD. AT TELEGRAPH
(Acroas Home Depoth

®

With 10,0 SEER
SAVE UP TO 30%
ON YOUR ELECTRIC BiL

Serviee

*SERVING CAKLAND COUNTY SINCE 1968°




