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Court rules in favor

BY PAUL R, PACE
STAF? WRITKR
 ppoco@oe.bomecommnot

Local attorney Todd Levitt
:plans to appeal tha recent Ouk-
land Circuit Court ruling that
_Southweat Oakland Cable Com-
-mission did not violate his first
“amendment rights,

Levitt's attorney, Steven Tay-
“lor, filed @ summary motion in
*March that asked tho Commis-
-sion's rules be stripped, because
‘they violated the constitutional
:guarantee of frce epcech. This
‘month, Judge Deborah Tyner
- vuled in SWOCC's favor,

. 1n tho judge’s opinion, the
‘cable operator may not deter-
- mine the content of the program-

H iIn the judge’s opin-
Ion, the cable operator
may not determine the
contont of the program-
ming, but the organiza-
tion may require rules
and procedures for use
of the channel.

expect to win,” Taylor paid.
“That's what the higher courts
are for.”
SWOCC officials said they are
plensed with the ruling.
Cable comminsioner Jerry
Ellis said, “This is what we
i ed nll nlong, knowing

‘ming, but the or may
- require rules and procedures for
- use of the channel.

Taylor said his client will like-
1y take the case to the Michigan
* Court of Appeals.

“We fully anticipate that wo

that wo hadn't done anything in
viclation of anyone’s righta,”
Suspension

Levitt broadeasts “The Todd L.
Levitt" ghow on channel 12 and

of cable access group

produced a wine tasting show in
March 2000, snid Taylor. Iie said
Levitt was suspended by
SWOCC director Caren Collins
for one year for vielating the
rulea that no alcohol was allowed
on SWOCC premlises.

Levitt appealed the decision to
the SWOCC Commission and
received n lighter sentence, only
a two-menth probation.

Then in April 2001, Taylor
said o show Levitt produced had
technical difficultios and he
wanted to redo the show, Taylor
enid Collins insisted the original
show be broadcasted nonetheless
and that's when Levitt decided
to tape his show ot other studios
outside SWOCC.

Taylor claims Collins has
unlimited authority at the studio
and his client wants it stopped.

Collins contends she does not
pre-screen or pro-censor any
show,

Benchmark to host Banff festival at FHS

The Benchmark in Farming-
ton will hoat the Banff Mountain
Film Festival World Tour ns it
hits Farmington at 8 p.m., Fri-
day, April 28, at Farmington
High School.

Tho show's wide varioty of
mountain stories — from moun-
tain sports, to mountain culture
and the environment - will

‘amaze, inspire and captivate .
v

nudiencos. Included in this
year's lineup are films from
around the world including
Canadn, the U.S., the UK., Slo-
vakin, Denmark, Switzerland
and South Africa.

Mountain Culture at The
Banft Contre produces the BaniT
Mountain Film Festival World
Tour. The tour kicks off immedi-
ately following the Banff Film

Festival, an annual event held in
November in Banff, Alberta,
Canada,

Tickets are $10 in advance or
$15 at the door. All proceeds will
go to the Babu Chiri Sherpa
Trust Fund to build schools in
Nopal. Food and refroshments
will be provided. Call (248) 477-
8118,

East Wax Museum brings history to life

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER .
shuck@oe.homecomm.net

- East Middle School teacher
Jennifer Franklin doesn’t know
how the achool's annual Wax
Museum got its nameo, but the
event continues.

.. About 250 sixth grade stu-
“dents sclected and researched n
historical character living or

.dead and have been working on
.a proseatation since the start of
;the school year. They’ll show off
_what they've learned $o parents,
friends and othor guesta tonight

- (April 26),
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e
Redefining Retiremens Living }

.- ® Beatiful studio and one
) * bedroom apartment honses
'« Selection of scrvices available
i Courtesy tramportation

I & Daily social events and activitics
f.'» Exccllont location

* 50 much mored

Assisted Living

M About 250 sixth grade
students selected and
researched a historical
character living or dead
and have heen working
on a presentation since

entation will be a biography
nbout n koy historical person
and will feature speeches,
poems, pictures and nssorted
visunl aids."

Guests will hear tho storics of
people like Shirley Teniple
Black, Thomas Edison and
Al 1

the start of the school
year.

the Grent, dents
selected n gamut of personalitics
—~— inventors, celebritics, sports

“A lot of research hna been

done on their awn,” Franklin .

snid. “Presentations will be
_made by alt members of the sixth
grade student body. Ench pres-

stars. Some have even found
period costumea to wear.

The free event-is open-to the
public from 6:30-7:30 p.m: For
“more information, call Franklin,
at (248) 489-3601.

Sat., April 27 noon - 5 p.m.
Sun., April 28 nogn - 3 p.m.
Hundreds of special displays and

demonstrations by students in architecture

and design, arts and scicnces, engineering,
management, and technology.

N RENC,

21000 W. Ten Mile Rd. af Nonthwestem Hwy.,

* Campus Tours

« Concept Cars.

* Admissions, financial aid and
housing information

+ Free and open to the public
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OPEN HOUSE
Friday, Saturday and Sunday
April 26th, 27th and 28th
from 12:00 - 6:00 p.m.
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Crime Story

Murder, they played: About 30 local mystery fans spent the evening of April 13

attempting to discern who attacked Nathan Power, publisher and editor of the
Farmington Observer & Eccentric, in a 1940s-era play staged by the Blue Circle
¢ Observer editor Joni Hubred. Among the unusual sus-

d (Julie Devine), her banker brother
historian Estelle Amundson (Valeri

s, which along with the Farm-

and written by curren
pects: The slightly crazed Marie Sheffiel
Hank Sheffield (Tim Devine), and town
Knol) searched for clues at Page’s Food and Spirit

ington Bakery served as one of the story’s settings; the rumpled but trusted Dr.
James Moore (Brian Golden) who discretely nipped from his hip flask; and

Ellen Savage, a poised but bad-tempered w
quently'worked hersclf up into a rant, watche:
ley) a hapless and occasionally unemployed wditress..

oman, (Sam Richeson) who fre-
d by Lefty Lewis (Margaret Cow-
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HOME
GARDEN

APRIL 20 - MAY 12 » NORTH GRAND COURT

IRDHOUST ALCTION * MAY 11 AT 7PM » BNEFITS THE DETROIT 200

Fresh {lowers.

Manicured gardens.

Mialature houses.

More than anc hundred handmade birdhouscs, designed by
entically acclaimed area architeets and builders, will be auctioned
off to benefit the Detroit Zoo on Saturday, May 11th at 7pm.
Like everything clse we do, the birdhouses will be unlike anything
you've ever scen before. Just make sure you dont miss them
before they end up in omrone clics backyard. The Home and
CGarden Show at Somenet Collection. You have arrived.

' SOMERSET

COLLECTION

INFIMAN MARCUS, SAKS FATH AVENLE, NORDSTROM, MARSHALL FLD's
AND MOAL THAN 180 OTHER UNIQUE SHORS AND RESTAURANTS

FOR MORE INTO LOCON TO ¥¥W.
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