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Area gymnasts rank with state’s best

BY Cal. RISAK
BTAFF WRITER .
¢Jrisnk@oe.homecomm.nct

For the second-gtraight season,
Tri-Farmington's gymnastics team
finished in the top five in the
state. That type of performanco ia
why team coach Jefl Dwyer is the
Observer's conch of the year.

Tri-Farmington was fifth at this
sonson's atate final in Rackford,
scoring 143.65 points, It was one
of three top-12 performnnces by
local teams at the state finals,

Plymouth Salem enjoyed its best
state-meet
performance
since  the
Rocks' conch,
Meclissa Hop-
Aon, wns on
the team in
the mid-90s,
finishing sev-
enth, Livonia
Unified alao
scored  at
state, placing
12th.

P oy
Chalsea Keesiing
Still, Tri- Tel-Famington
Farmington
— with its core of Chelsea
Keesling, Clara Seymour, Sarah
Houchins and Kriatin Ulewiez —
was clearly the best in Observer-
land. At the Western Lakea Activi-
ties Association finals, Tri-Farm-
ington placed second to Northville-
Novi.

And how tough was the WLAA?
Northville-Novi finished second in
the state, after winning the title
last year. Six of the conference’s
nine teams placed in the top 12 at
state, Certninly that makes the
WLAA as tough a conference in
gymnastics ns one could hope for,
a conference where every dual
meet is a difficult challenge,

And Tri-Farmington's tcam was
as good as it got in the league.

Now for the rest of the all-
Observer squad.

ALL-AREA GYMNASTS

Cholsea Keesting, sanlor, Tri-Farming.
ton: Keesling was voted Senlor Gymnast of
tho Yeor by the coaches oltending the state
meet,

She ploced in the top 10 in every event
and was seventh In the Divislon | alk-around
at the stote champlonships in Rockford.

Keesling was fourth on floor {9.3) and
ninth on vault (9.3), and she was 10th on
bars (9.125) and beam (9.15). Her ol
*around score was 36.875.
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Keesling wos second in the regional
Harttand with an afl-around scora of 37.55.
She was second on boam, third on vault,
fifth on bars 8nd thire on flcor.

In the WLAA meet, Keesling was second
In the allaround and was in tha top 10 in
avery evenl, her best finishes being floor
{second) and beom (third).

“Chelsen was definitely our vocal tepm
leades,” Dwyer sold, “She was the one who
organized prectices, afong with the other
captains, but she the most outspoken. She
let the team know if she wasn't happy with
them. She was a leader by example
1hroughout the seoson.”

Sam Houchins, sophomors, Yri-Faming.
ton: Houchins placed Nk in the Divislon |
allaround competition ot tha state meet, In
Individual events, she was second on beam
(9.5} and sixth on bars {9.15) and floor
(9.275). Houchins was fourth In the ali-
around ot the Hortland regionnl with 8
37.20 total. She was tha ficor oxercisa
champion, and she second on bars, fifth on
vault and sixth on beam.

In the WLAA maoet, Houching was fifth In
the all-aroune and was in the top 10 in
thiee events. Hor bast finishes wers on
beam {second) ond floor {fourth).

“Obviously, she's a very talented gil who
showed signs of briillance this season,”
Dwyer said. *As a sophomare, sho wos fith
In the state, which is qulte remarkable.

*) definitety think she has o chanca to
win stotes het Junlor or senlor yoar. She
has that much potentlol; she's just a natu-
ral.”

Ctara Saymoue, Junlor, Tel-Farmington:
Saymour, who just missed having a top10
Ninish in several Ohvision t stato events, had
the highest alkaround average in the WLAA,

Seymour was the all-around reglonal

champlon 8t Harland with o scote of 37.75
= her bost 03 @ high school gymnast.

She also won the bors (9.5) and bosm
{9.55} compatitions. Seymour was fourth
on vault (9.2} and floor (9.5), teo.

Seymour was 10th in the allaround st
tho WLAA meet and was in the top 30 in
every event.

“Clara was tho wartor on the toam,”
Dwyer said. “She wos one of the hardest
warkers, She works out fout of five hours a
doy. She's Just starting to show her poten-
tal. -

*She’s paoking now 8nd | think she'll
continue next year, Clara will have o shot ot
cracking the top 10 and havo o real good
chance In tho altaround competition.”

Keiatin Ulowlez, senlor, Td-Famington:
Ulewicz was one place gway from esming o
medal as o Division 11 gikarounder ot the
stato meet, finishing In 11th ploce.

She qualified fof state compelition with
a fourthplsce finlsh and her best all-around
scorg (35.60) In tho regional. She was fifth
on vault, seventh on beam and third on
fNoot. In the WLAA chomplonships, Ulewicz
finlahed thitd on vault and floor exerclse.

“Kristin Is the ultimate competitor,*
Dwyar 8ald. “I never had to worry about her
Bt 0 meat. She atways showed up whother
she was hurting of not. She was 8 very con-
sistent gymnast the last four years.

*She comes in the gym ond knaws whot
she hos to do. Sho’s Just o loader, a team
player. She and Cholsos witl suicly be
missed. They wera two vory §ood compotl-
tors, dlong with Anne Lieberman.”

Mary Moroay, Junios, Liv, Unified: Mak-
Ing her second appasrance on the All-
Observer squad, the 11th-grader halped
Livonla to 9 third place team finlsh at the
regicnal and o berth in the state meet.

2002 ALL-0BSERVER GIRLS GYMNASTICS

Chelsea Keesling, Sr., Tr-Famington
Sara Houchins, Soph., Tel-Farmington
Clora Seymour, Jr., Trl-Farmington
Hilstin Ulewicz, St., Trt-Farmington
Mary Moreau, Jr., Livonlo
Katio Edwards, Jr., Livonla
Bethany Bartiett, Jr., Ply. Solem
Metlsso Droke, Sr., Pty. Salem
April Aguinto, Sr., Ply, Salam
Ashley Aquinto, Fr., Ply. Solem
COACH OF THE YEAR
Jeif Dwyer, TekFamington
HONORABLE MENTION
Tr-Farmington: Lindsay Smith, Natalle Olesko, Dana Warheit, Anne Lieberman,

Sarah

Samantha Sherry: Livonla: Usa Th

tis: Salam: Staci Schmedding.

Verhines: Plymouth Canton: Joss| Batos, Brigid fitzgaratd, Audta Ahorn, JIf Rakovl:

Kacy Risner; Way;

For more information call:
Tara Eddington
(734) 953-2094 ot

Lindsay Scheffer
(734) 953-2095
TAX:(734) 933.2232

Individual, sho was sIxth In the al)-
oround (Division 11} and ninth in the vault at
ha state meat on routa ta AlkStato honors.

In the regonal, Moresu was sccond all-
around afler taking second on vault, fifth on
floof 6nd ninth on bars. She was aiso tho
WLAA afl-acound champ with o second on
bors, @ fourth on beam ond a scventh on
floot. She also mode All-State In vault
(ninth ptoce} as e sophomoro.

“Mary is on extremely motivated gym-
nast,” Livonla Unified coach Christo Hinder-
Iiter said. *Sho (s able to work by herself or
with @ group, never stopping of complaln-
ing. She Is o very strong leader ond Is welt
fiked by hor teammates.

“Sha ls olso avle ta stay focused under
pressure and |s constantly trylng to
Improve. Mary is the kind of person that a
cooch dreams of having the opportunity to
work with,”

Hatle Edwards, Junlor, Liv, Unified: Tho
11thgrader eamned a spot In the all-around
competition at the state meet (Divislon 11}
by placing sixth at the regional after winning
tho beam (2.5) and adding o Soventh on
floor.

A tho WLAA mect, Edwards was fifth oll-
around with o third on beam, & seventh on
both vault ond Nloor exarcise.

“Kotlo como to us this yeor and we were
very excited because she brought a greot
deat of tatent with her,” Hinderliter said,
“Sha is 8 very bard worker snd always hes
a smiie on her foco for gveryone.

“Sha Is dedicoted and welllike by her
teammales. We 0te very excited to see her
back next yeor,*

Betheny Bortlatt, Junlor, Satom:
Bartlatt’s commitment and abillty bolh sur
faced at the stato reglonals and state
finals, when sho compoted despite back
poin that prevented hes from compeling in
tho vau!t and floor exercise at the stole
Individual findls. At the team state finals,
Bartiett scored o 35,575 in the allaround,
She ploced thirg at reglonals in the all-
around with a 37.3 total, finishing in the
top four In each disciplina.

“Bethany hos one more year to shine,”
said Salem coach Malisss Hopson, “and
with the help of healing and rest for her
back, she should be on the top again next
yeor.*

Mellssa Deake, sontor, Salom: A team®

cocaptain, Drake finished first ot regionals
in the Division Il uneven pasalicl bors with &
9.2 and was second In the flaor exercise
with a 9.275, placing second in the all-
around with a 36.025 total. At state, she
scoted o teambest 3.8 In the alkaround,
tying for fifth In the floor exerclse.

“She is such a groceful gymnast to
watch,” said Hopsen. “Mellssa was o
{major} cantributor In holping her teom
make it o states.”

Aprll Aquinto, senlor, Salom: A team co-
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Mary Moreau
Livenla Unifled

Katle Edwards
Livonla Uniffed

Bethany Bartlett
Plymouth Salem

Mollssa mku
Plymouth Salem

captain for three-consecutive scasons,
Aquinto finished her prep gymnastics
career by qualifying for stote in the Division
11 altaround. She accomplished this by fin
Ishing fourth ot the stale reglona!s with &
35,9 all-around total, winning the floor exer-
cise with a 9.4, Her 35.075 ot state
eamed her on cighth place finlsh.

~April Is a senior who had a great year of
gymnastics,” said Hopson, *She was a very
determined gymnast that put 100 percent
inte each meet.”

Ashloy Aquiato, freshman, Salem: The
future of Salem gymnastics begins with the

Aprll Aquinto
Plymouth Salem
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Ashley Aquinto
Plymouth Salem

newest Aquinto 10 Join the team, Ashley
qualified for the Individual stote finals in
1he vault, uneven parallel bars and floot
cercise, tying for fifth in floar. At the team
finols, she scored a 34.375 In the all-
around, and ot the state reglonals, her
35.00 all-atound placed her seventh. She
also won the Division % balance beam ot
the WLAA meet.

*Ashley hos a lot of dedication to this
sport ond improving herself,” said Hopson.
“She [s alwoys willing to try new things.
She has some successiut yeors of gymaas-
tics In front of her.”
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Does your Child Care Business have
pragrams and activities that will help
nhurture a child’s imagination? If so,
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