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Fooling
around: The
Farmington
Players are
having fun
rehearsing
for their
upcoming
productwn of Once Upon
a Mattress. /B1

Celebrate:
More than
200 spe-
cial per-
formers
will be at
Livonia

- Mall this
weekend
to celebrate the arts in a
very special way. /Bl

Transformed: Let a group
of designers have their
way and you end up with
the Tudor home that’s the
Junior League of Detroit’s
Designer's Show House,
2002./¢1

- Greetings: in 30 years,
more than 12,000 inter-
national visitors have
received an American
welcome, thanks to the
hospitality of volunteer
citizen diplomats./C1
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Committee: Don’t change start

WA committee chnrged with exploring later start times

for Farmin

Board mem ers

h schools is expected to tell School
ny 7 they recommend no changes for

the coming school year or the year after. They will, how-
ever, keep monitoring and studying the issue.

By SUE BUCK
STAFY WIITER

abuck@oe homecomm.not

The School Start Time Committee will
present its recommendations to the
Farmington School Boord at its 7:30 p.m.

May 7 meeting — a report that's bound to
get mixed roviews.

“Thore’s no changea at this time, not
thia year or the year nnen said Fm-m.
ington Public Schools Super

mecting,

That doesn’t mean those who sce the
benefit of starting high school classes an
hour or more later than 7:30 a.m. won't
continue to review and monitor data. The

inted by Maxfield began
meeting in, November to canmder
whether to delay the start time at Farm-
ington, North Farmington and Harrison
High Schoolu, The Edina, Minn. schaol
district and n few others in the country

Bob Maxfiold at a recent committee

have adj d their start times; no Michi-

gan school district has made the change.

Starry, starry night
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By PAUL R. PACE
BTAFP WRITER
ppacc@ue.homecomm.net

ington and Farmington Hills,
According to

dinator for the two cities, the silen

About 100 people in the communi-
ty turned out for the Starry Night
Gnla Saturday evening to support
the many clubs that belong to the
Community Arts Council in Farm-

Nancy
Coumoundouros, cultural arts coor-

A closer look: Terry and Tom Deichert examine the painting, “Aztcc Mask" by Sharon Phclp&

Annual gala raises $4,265 for arts

and strolling nuctions at the gala
held at the Costick Activities Center
raised $4,265 for tho program that
hlghhghls the many arts nnd cullurA
al programs in the two ies.

Gy -Jowx?ii

AFY P00 BY ELIZASETH CARNEGIE

live music, hors d'oeuvres, a gourmet
dinner and silent and strolling aue-
tions.

“We received nothing but enthusi-
astic ts (nbout the gala),”

The galn also launched the week-
long Festival of Arts event open to
the public at the Costick. Guests got
a first look and an option to buy,
more than 100 pieecs of artwork on’
display.

" Guests cnjoyed the cvening with

said Counioundoures, She added the
decorations were coordinated by
Robb Clarkson, building supervisor
at the Costick.

People can atill enjoy the artwork

Plcase see GALA, A7

Moving day nears for
Farmington library

M A 387,000-square-foot
expansion at the Farming-
ton Library’s Hills branch is
ncarm%’ completion; staff
should begin transferring
materials i July.

BY PAUL n. PACE

not

W had fots ot response from our -
;ad i thiy Obsener & Eccentric.”
4. Phymouth

The addition to the Farmington Com-
munity Library on 12 Mile Road ia book-
ing along, snys Director Bev Papai,

Drywall work is almost ﬁnlshcd on
the 37,000-square-foot expansion thnt

Papai seid. Once ready, though, much of
the work will be moving materinls from
the old section of the 1872 library to the
new area,

Staff will likely be more than busy
once they are allowed to transfer items.

“We'll be moving 150,000 pieces of
material one way or another,” Papai
said,

Though much of the detall work in the
new section has yet to be finished, the
computer training lab and cappuccino
room already have an egg crnto-aty]e
construction in place.

aima fur an carly July !l date,

Observer honors Academic All-Stars |

Tekia Bude, Canton High Scheol;
Adam Z. Kogut, Churchill High

In what has becomo an annual fea-
mm of this time of year, Tho Observ.

Pleaso sco LIBRARY, A8

A panel of five principals from
Obsurvcr arca high schuols met to

er N proudly the
Academic All-Stars in a specinl Bec-
tion of todny’s paper.

There are public and private high
schiool seniors chosen on the basis of
their grade point averages in aca-
demie subjects and SAT or ACT
scores. They also distinguished
themselves in such waya as commu.
nity and school involvement,

“We are proud to honor the best
and brightest students in our com-
munities. Ench of these students has
sot high goals for themselves, Wo
wish them the best in all their future
endeavors,” said Hugh Gallagher,
managing editor of The Observer
Newspapera,

sort the 47 and School; Bothany Nestor, North
Farmington High School; Staccy Ann
Sehroedar, Ladywood High School;
Danicl Christonsen, Canton Hngh
School; Prashanth Pandian, Harri-
son ngh School; John W, Schultz,
Datroit Catholic Central High
School; Alex Duncan, Farmington
High Schonl' Drow Mokris, Farming-
ton High School; Luman Temby,
Thurston High School; Suzanne
Valnde, Mercy High thool; Rebecca
Lobenherz, Salem High School; Jerin
Philip, Detroit Catholic Contral High
School; and Laura Aane Meili,
Clnronc\wlllu High School.

In addition, The Obacrver honors
tho 29 students who are runnors-up.

double-check the numbers that gavo
scores to cach student.

These numbera involved grade
point averages and SAT oy ACT
acores, The highost possible total
score was 2,000; all of this yenr's all-
stars had total scores of more than
1,800.

‘Thia is the 17th anniversary of The
Obsorver's Academic All-Stars pro-
gram, The 2000 Academic All-Stars

are;

Michacl McDonald, Snlem High
School; Waltor C. Lin, Churchill
High School; Matthew R, Elsey, Har-
rison High School; Anne Licherman,
North Farmington High School;

Research on adolescent sleep cycles
indicates teens need more sleep, propo-

neats say, Still, almost all of the people’

who spoke at a Feb. 28 town meeting at
the Costick Activities Center voiced oppo-
sition to the change.

Budget constraints, high transporta-
tion coats and athletic schedules domi-
nated their concerns. The committee had
suggested new start times take effect at
the 2003 school yeor,
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Owners
ask for
a break

BY PAUL R. PACE AND SUB BUCK
BTAPY WRITEZRS

Steve Al-Hakim, owner of the Sunoco
gas station at Nine Mile and Farming-

ton Road, said he has reached a break- -

ing point.

Al-Hnkim is having trouble keeping
his business afloat while rond work
crews are making it nearly impoasibl:
for potentinl customers to onter. Hi
snid customer traffic is down 80 pef-
cent since the work atarted, and
mny lose it altogether if he doesn't
help soon.

“The only situation that is goinf to
help me is to open up the main traflic,
he said Tuesday. “I am reslly down
wnh the money. I don't knuw what to

do,”

Al-Hukim spearheaded o petition
signed by more than a dozen local busi-
nesses that are suffering from the rond
work.

‘While the majority are in Farming-
ton, Al-Hakim’s business is in Farm-

—ington Hills,

He took his petition to the Hills city
hall Tuesday to seck a solution. He
snid he has an appointment to talk
with City Manager Steve Brock to see
whether he can receive some tax relief.

Other business owners have told him
they have lost up to 80 percent of their
customers due to the project that has
closed all but a single northbound lane
fram Nine Mile to Grand River.

The petition asks thut the time table
for the rand work be expedited; the
businesses get a tax break or incentive
during the construction; and, if possi-
ble, additional effert be made to open
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Shell game: Structural work is com}glelcd on the 37,000-square-

foot library exp , and mech

Isare underway




