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Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our readers, nurture

the hometowns we serve and
tomers.

tribute to the

of our cus-

Keep sending anti-drug
message to teens

Prom time again. Graduation's only
month or 8o away.

Timo to send out a warning.

But it's a protty good bet that the peo-
ple who need to hear this most will not be
reading an editorial in The Farmington
Observer.

It's also a good bet that oven if they did
read it, they wouldn't be deterred from
doing what they’re going to do.

Still, every year we make the same
nppeal in the hopes of reaching someone.
Anyone who has been in community jour-
nalism for any amount of time is all too

‘familiar with young lives ended too soon
or ruined by a careless and atupid deci-
sion to give over sclf control to mind
altering substances.

It's not as if the message isn't pro-
claimed loud and clear,

Since carly in their school years kids
have been exposed to DARE and other
sineere anti-drug programs. Schools have

hibits with led cars and pi
of mangled bodios. Groups like MADD
and SADD distribute literature repeating
the effects of just one beer, one glass of
wine, one shot of liquor. Young girls ore
warned that the possibility of unwanted
sexual attention increases dramatically
when nleohol is involved.

But too many young people turn a deaf
‘ear because ... “We want to PARTY,
DUDE!I” “I can handle it, everything’s
-under control.” “A few beers can't hurt
anybody,” “Girls just wanna have fun.”

“Boys will be boys.”

We could counter with “Dead is dead.”
Paralyzed, raped and criminally linble
arc other ideas we could suggest to the
young and hope they understand.

School districts do what they can, For
instance, Clarenceville High studenta
were transported via comfortable motor
coach to a river boat, where they enjoyed
a prom night we bet they'll never forget.

Many parent groups work hard
throughout the year to raise funda for all-
night parties, which give kids a safe,

aleohol-free alternative way to celebrate
graduation,
Parents lock forward to these mile-

The sad thing Is there Is no

telling who will make that fatal
mistake. Sometimes it Is the

child of inattentive parents who

set a bad example and encour-
age rechless behavior. But often
. it Is the stralght-arrow children

of loving, strict parents, who

once out of sight declde to take

another directlon.

stone events. They give warnings. Then
they send their young adults off with o
f_ervont prayer that everything will bo
ine.

The sad thing is there is no telling who
will make that fatal mistake. Sometimes
it is the child of innttentive parents who
get a bnd example and encournge reck-
less behavior. But often it is the
straight-arrow children of loving but
strict parents, who once out of sight
decide to take another direction.

As futile 08 it sometimes seems to be,
we do urge parents to sit down with their
children and tell them once again that
drugs and alcohol are dangerous.

Tell them and tell them again. Keep
the conversation going.

Be informed. Teach, don't preach.

Be a good cxample. Show them that a
happy life and a good time don't need to
be fueled by alcohol and drugs.

Putting SpeedLink ahead
of SMART is a dumb idea

In the greateat example of putting the
cart before the horse since the advent of
the internal combustion engine, some
supportera of a long-range mass transit
plan are busy trying to kill off the possi-
bility of additional taxes to support buses
alrendy on suburban roads. This, despite
the fact that the ing mechani

fram all three commissiona to moke the
ballot. The Wayne County Commission
tabled the matter last week and was
scheduled to take it up again on Tucaday.
A committee of Onkland commissioners
hns recommended that body give the pro-
posal the green light. In Macomb, some

for the so-called SpeedLink proposal iz
stalled in the state Legislature and
nobody yet has publicly put a credible
source of revenus on the table for the $2
billion in startup costs — or $200 million
operating budget — the comprehensive
transit plan will requira, -

We understand frustration with the
exiating SMART systom, which has never
renlly lived up to i as trans-

have been voeal in their
opposition end a vote has been delnyed
until sometime in May.

Then there's SpeedLink, The revolu-
tionary (well, for Michigan anyway) plan
calls for a combination of high-speed,
dedicated bus routes and traditional bus
routes that would crisscross the tri-coun-
ty area over the next 20 years. The agree-
incnt came out of o summit lnst summer

portation link for suburban residents.
But we just don’t get the thinking that
crippling current bus service would
enhance the chances for some future
major league mass transit overhaul,

The dissent against a millage renewal
and incrense for the existing SMART sys-
tem isn’t widespread, but it could be
enough to derail the delicato balancing
act needed to get the proposal on the
Aug. 6 primary ballot, And much of it
comes from an uniikely corner - a coall-
tion of religious leaders, usually among
the staunchest advocates for poor and
elderly people who rely on mass transit.

After initinl opposition to any tax
i leaders of liton Organi-
zation Strategies Enabling Strength
(MOSES) snid last week they would back
a .33-mill renowal ond additional .6 mills
for two years to maintain existing
SMART service and replace buses, The
regional traneportation authority is look-
ing for a four-year millage increase. The
SMART plan would generate $44 million
a year in revenue, pocket change com-
pared to the projected costa for
SpeedLink. .

The conlition of 130 area cong i
has indicated it will offer only lukewarm
support for any SMART proposal, saying
new tax dollars for SMART will discour-
age voters from nddressing long-range
needs.

Commissioners in Wayne, Onkland and
Macomb caunties are expected to weigh
in on the SMART proposal in the next
week or two. The plan needs approval

state and locol officials, along
with area busineas leaders.

What the plan doesn’t have is money
behind it, or cven a timetnble for getting
there. Now that it's approaching crunch
time, SpeedLink's carcfully crafted sup-
port network is starting to split at the
seams. A state Senato bill to sot up a
regional transportation authority “is

dying of its own weight,” said Sen. Thad-
deus McCotter, R-Livonia. Lackluster
support from Gov. John Engler, outright
opposition from some suburban lawmaok-
ers and union concerns nbout job security
- along with election-year politics — may

put the plan on the back burner.

Add to that a general public that docs-
n't put mass transit in any form at the
_top of its agendn. A University of Michi-
gan survey released Inst month taken in

the five counties that make up
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| | Candldafe corrects

1 want to thank the Observer & Eccen-
tric for recently running an article (Sun-
day, April 21, 2002, Three file for two
seats on C'ville bonrd) on my candidacy
for the C| ille Board of Educati

1t was a wonderful introduction, hope-
fully giving the voters a chance to
become familiar with myself, However,
thers were two items which I need to
clarify. First my stepson's name wos in
error, it is Nick. Additionally, and most
importantly, “Caitlin, 12 and Nick, 167
are my STEPchildren.

My stepchildren are a very big part of
my life and I am actively involved in
their education. I regularly attend the
parent meetings at their schools
{Clarenceville High School and Middle
Schoal), and am nlso a member of the
Band and Choir Booster Clubs and vol-
unteer at the Athletic Booster Club's
Football Concession Stand.

In addition, I am a member of the
Jackson Early Development Center's
PTA in Livonin, where my three year old
attends preschool, Other bil hical

and other fields, wo lead the world
because we have the freedom and econo-
my to do g0.

The media doesn't definc us as o
nation. The political process is still at
work; perhapa it's not to your advantage,
We are not uglyl We are beautiful. My
flag is waving today, and it will continue
to wave. And, by the way, | wouldn't vote
for you under any circumstances.

: Carole Barker
Farmington Hille

H Crisls in Israel

The crisis in Israel, and our govern-
ment’s inconsiatent support of that
besieged nation has boffled me, and 1did
somo independent research.

Tsrael occupies one percent of the land
in the Middle East. The Araibs have the
other ainety-nine percent. Evidently, the
Israclis are begrudged even that one por-
cent by their hostile Arab neighbors,
some of whom have vowed to push Isracl
into the sea. The people of Ierael havo

information not mentioned is that Iam a
gradunte of Walled Lake Central High

School and hold a Bachelor's degreo from
the University of Michigan - Dearborn.

Evonne Meili

Livonia

M Posthumus on track

I find it interesting to seo that the only
people against Lt. Governor Posthumus’
3/6's plan are his opponents and the lib-
crally biased medin.

Perhaps they lash out because they
know that Dick Posthumus has a plan
that is right for Michigan taxpayers.
Maybe the reason thoy strongly oppose
his plan is that thoy've lost sight of ‘what
the voters want for themselves and their
families, What the votera want is com-
fort in these unstable economie times,
They want to know that the manoy they
carn will stay with them and their fami.
lies, not in the hands of Lansing law-
makers, They want to know that when
lawmakers start proposing tax hikea,
they will have n battle on their hands.

Lt. Gavernor Posthumus knows this,
and so does his opponents for the Gover-
nor and in the medin, They know that
Dick Posthumus is on the right track
and they are scared. -

Farmington Hills

M Lost a vote .

1 take great exception to Eric Borre-
gard's letter, which appeared in the
April 11 Farmington Obaerver.

Do you think, Mr. Borregard, that
America invented war? History has
taught us that man is a territorial,
power-hungry animal, and he hos
always been willing to fight for these two
things. You call America ugly. How dare
you? While I am the first to admit that

ern Michigan revealed that only five per-
cent of the population uscs mass transit
and just a third of those surveyed would
pay higher taxes for it. The one bright
spot waa that 69 percent of the reapon-
dents said reliable and safe public trans-
portation is a key factor when it comes to

quality of life.

Keeping SMART on life support may
not be an attractive idea to those dream-
ing of the kind of big-time trnnsit system
common in other metropolitan areas, But
given southenstern Michigan's histary on
the issue, we believe it's something vot-
ers should at tenst be given the chanco to

decide.

this d has prot this
democracy has also set the standard for
freedom around the world. Can you
explain why millions of people around
the world want to como to America, want
to bo called Americans? Can you under-
stand that this smail country has the
most powerful economy in the world?
We support many countries with our
good, trade and plain old money. Pundits
sny that those countrica who don't work
with us will forever be “out of the loop.”
Have you taken at least a smnll look at
the American people? They are, by and
large, the most generous, compasaionnte
people anywhere, Would you call them
ugly? In medicine, science, technology

Diane bem:r h

been d for decades. It is not sur-
prising they have had enough. What
amazea me at this point is not Isracl's
military reaction, it is their restraint.
Ariel Sharon has been like an otd Tes-
tament warrior king for the people of
Israel, Ho is dealing with forces which
want his country and people annihilated,
and General Sharon is defending his
country in the best and only way he can.
One cannot reason with fanatics.
General Sharon is dealing with a
Jihad, a Muslim Holy War whoae ulti-
mate goal is the destruction and geno-
cide of Israel, Isracl's fight is not for ter-
ritorial gain, it is for survival, and the
spirit and courage of the ders of

. .
which introduce prayer and crucifixes to
public achool clasarooms taught by
Catholic school teachers, I'm aure they
won't and can't support the latter sce-
nario anymore than I support the first.,
Maybe Monsignor Hurley and the
Farmington School Board can crafta
shared time plan to compromi{se Chris-
tian values for the almighty dollar at
some other Catholie school in the dis- .
trict. Just don't do it at Our Lady of Sor-

rows!
Bill Campbell
Farmington Hills

H Community ed facts

Your recent editorial in the Farming-
ton Observer concerning the possible clo-
sure of Clarencaville Community Educa-
tion programs included a t]rﬂ\mﬂber of..

7 s o definition

and role of Community Education, As -
members of tho Oakland County Com-
munity and Adult Educators, we feel
compelied to address thesc issues.

It is important to understand that
Community Education {s more than
eceasional crafts or computer class offer-
ings for adults, Community Education is
often the vehicle through which a school
district can fulfill its potential tobe a
“full servica” school system serving its
taxpayers, In many districts, Communi-
ty Education operates essential pro-
grams such as achool age child caro,
alternative education, day care, and
instructional programs that foster and
facilitate improved qm\litﬁvl nt“.llg. as well

1invol ¢ ‘s

as

education. To educate the parent is to

educate the child, :
C v Fd

Masada lives on in the Isracli people.

The contribution the Jewish People
have made to humanity is immense
beyond measure. They deserve a secure
ond guaranteed homeland in which they
can bo free from persecution and pre-
serve their ancient and priceless legacy.
Even plans to restore the mognificent
Temple of King Solomon have been
delayed for years ns the Israclis have not
wanted to upset their Arab ncighbors.

Teracl has literally made a desert
wastoland bloom through hard work,
ingenuity and a belief in creating some-
thing befter, virtues which they share
with the founders of America.

Personally, I hopo the State of Israel,
whose creation was a miraclo in itself, is
able to once and for all affirm its right to
live in peace with its neighbors, without
fear from terrorists nor invasion,

Ron Oltverio

Farmington Hills.

H No compromise at OLS

Taxation without representation,
Sound familiar? It should. Monsignor
Hurley has put his own spin on this con-
cept at Our Lady of Sorrows.

His only “cstablished consultative bod-
jes” he nctually spenks with regarding
the topic of shared time are self-appoint-
ed and reply with the input and feedback
he expects and commands.

When people do speak publicly in
opposition to his thoughta, idens and
decisions hoe catagorizes it as *not our
finest hour™ I happen to think it's a
pretty *fine hour” when people have the
guts to speak and stand-up for what they
believe inl B -

Additionally, now that tho Farmington
School Bonrd haa shown it's support for
tho shared time concopt, which will
remove prayer and erucilixes from somo
OLS Catholic schoo! clnasrooms taught
by public achool tenchors, maybe the
Bonrd will also support futuro proposals

individuals and busincssea to:

W Becomo active partners in tho edu-
cational system.

M Improved the skills of the workforco,
thereby fostering student achiovement.

® Act as role models and mentors,
thereby fostering student achievement
and success,

In building a community that values
education and lifelong learning for
everyone, Community Education doea .
more than simply offer classes and fill
leisure hours, It creates a cummunity
that seeks to understand its members, to
resolve conflicts together, to build toler
ance in place of prejudice, and a commu-
nity LhnLt continucs OL.o grow and .

st its both individual
1y and as a group.
Joey Spano, 0.C.C.A.E.
President
Direcior, Farmington Adult
and Community Education

Share your opinions

We welcome your letters to the editor,”
Ploase include your name, address and
phone number for verification, We ask
that your letters be 400 words or less.
We may edit for clarlty, space and
content.

Mail:

Letters to the Editor
Jonl Hubred
Farmington Observer
33431 Grand River
Farmington, MI 48335

EMall:
Jhubred@ob.homscomm.net

Fax: '
248477-9722



