Often the best time te judge the impact of n
:seemingly bold new idea is a couple of weeks
ofter it'a announced. By that time, the various
‘intercst groupa — both pro and con — will have
had a chance to weigh in, And there’s

OTHER OP]NIONS

Only question is ‘when,’ not
if,” for NextEnergy proposal

executives like the idea of coordinating (and sub-
sidizing with public funds) research into alterna.
tive energy sources, while environmentalists aro

enthused at cndlna the days of the air polluting, -

carbon line engine. And who knowa

like the sudden nlaro of puhlic disclosure to high-
light p d defects in
execution.

This tlming

about a continued supply of oil from the Middle
Eost?

Rothwo!l has beon in Washington in recent
weeks, scuffling up more dough to match the
state’s multi-million t, The idea is to

applica esps

1y to NextEnor-
gy, the .[far-
reaching plan to
make Michigen
the world center
for slternative
power sources
for automobiles

that wag
snnounced by
Gov, John
Engler three

weeks ago. Ini-
tinlly conceived
.and funded by
the Michigan
Economic Devel-
opment Corpo-
ration, the pro-

! Phit Power

:grnm would:
* M Create a NoxtEnargy Center that would
- sponsor

try to earmark appropriations to the Interior and
Energy Departments, relying on the Michigan
congressional dolegation and on Energy Secre-
tary (and Engler chum) Spencer Abraham, "The
entiro congressional delegation, both sides of the
isle, are very supportive,” according to Rothwell,
while fedoral agencles "!.all us this ls the best
proposal they've ever seen.”

NextEnergy advocates are nlmady wlklnx with
the auto jos nbout their
pre-proprietary energy and fuel coll research into
the Center, whila links ere being forged with
Un;veraity of Michigan scientists just up the
roa

Of course, problems have come to light. One
possible hitch has to do with the habit of univer.
aity scientists to treat work like this as purely
basic rescmh A heavily funded imuutxvn to cone

of flat panel displays at the
U-M Collego of Engincering collapsed a couplo of

_years ago for oxactly this reason.

Another diﬂ'culty arises from the fact that

nnd prmnde technical help to auto e

ping an energy that doesn’t
rcly on petrnloum based internal combustion
engines. Engler compared the conter to Silicon
Valley in California, which spawned the comput-
er rovolution.

o House nll this work on o 700-acre state-
owned sito south of Ann Arbor, Doug Rothwell,
CEO of the MEDC, says ground should be broken
by the end of this year.

B Solidify Michigan's position at the core of the
U.S. auto industry. Experts believa the industry
is in the process of moving from gasoline-pow-
cred engines to power trains based on fuel cells,
chnrmcnl dsvlnou that convert hydrogen or

to . Fuel cell h ie scat-
.tered all over the wor]d at present, and the Nex-
%Energy initiativo is designed to concentrate
senergy research right here in Michigan.

W Make good business sense. By 2010, the
market for fuel cells could grow from $220 mil-
lion today to $85 billion, according to Engler.
Morcover, at least 100,000 Michigan jobs depend
directly on mnking gasoline-based powar trains
- joba that are under direct threat as ﬂxel coll
technology gets adopted.

“So far, {on has been ingly posi-

late in the fuel cell compe-
mion Cnllformn alrendy has a Fuel Cell Part-
nership, with cight automakers, four major ener-
gy companics and Ballard Power Systems, the
waorld’s leading fuel cell manufacturer, as mem-
bera. Ohio's governor, Robert Taf}, is expected to
announce scon hia own fuel cell initiative, and
[ndlunn. Texas, Minnesota and New Jersey are
ell intercated.

More broadly, the auto industry is evidently
thinking hard about the basic nature of the auto-
mobile, The GM Autonomy concept car, unveiled
at the auto show in January, has a skateboard
chassis and interchangeable body types to hang
on it. Some experts ponder whether the car of the
future is an automobile with an clectric motor in
it or an clectric device with wheels on it, Such
radical thinking could drastically change the
prospects for NextEnergy.

But three weeks out, things are looking pretty
good. “The only question is ‘whcn, not ‘if,™ says
Rothwell, with a grin,

Phil Power is Vice Chair of the Michigan
Economic Development Carpomunn, as well
as chairman of HomeTown C

Been to the
grocery  store
lately? Perhaps

you've noticed
that the nation's
leading maker of
peanut butter
has started sell-
ing its product
with grape jelly
already packaged right inside the same jar.

What a marvelous little marketing idea. It"s a
groat time saver for those of us who have kids.
Now parents can dole out peanut-butter-and-jelly
sandwiches from a single jar with just one ewipe
of the knife.

Of course, they atill sell the two products sepa-
rately too. So if you just want peanut butter, you
can have that. Or if you want youra with straw.
berry jelly, or cherry jelly, or whatever, you have
that too, |

The point is, this business gives you n choice.

On the other hand, Michigan’s run-govern-
ment-like-n-business Ropublicans are getting
ready to put a $2 billion bond isaue on the ballat
this fall to pay for infrastructure i

Mike Malott

(F)A11

State bond issue
shouldn’t be an
exercise in marketing

gan Council of Governments estimates the cost of
addressing sewer needs in municipalities in the
metro Detroit area alone at as high as $30 billion.
A $1 billion revolving fung is only a start,
Homeowners should note that the state
supreme court has recently upheld a new state
low that means mumc:pn]mel will no longer be
held il ible for sower by
that dnmnge basements, Communities will have
fmmlumty unleas there was some negligence
involvi

What everyone has to understand is
that the ultimate solution Is not
figuring out who pays for the damage
- it Is bullding a new sewer line large
enough to prevent the overflows In
the first place,

What everyone has to understand is that the
ultimate solution is not figuring out who pays for

In this case, they've decided to jom ncwcr
improvements into the snme package with school
construction,

If put on the ballot as currently designed, vot-
ers will have no choice but to take the two togeth-
er, or not at all. You'll have to eat grape jelly with
your peanut butter because some state senator
decided that you should.

The proposal is Senate Bill 1137 sponsored by
Ropublican Senator Leon Slille, from Spring
Lake, and already approved by the GOP-con-
trolled upper chamber.

The House is expected to take up the issue
soon, and hopefully, Republicans there will
return a little consumer choice to the issue by
splitting the two proposals.

SB 1187 would authorize a $2 billion band
issue, to be used s a revolving fund to moke low

" interest loans to local communities for construc-

tion or upgrades of sewers and schools. In the
ease of schoals, the interest rate would be adjust-
ed according to the district’s ability to pay. The
poorest districts would be
est Joana. Stille wants the two kept together
becausa he believes both needs are critical.

No argument there. The sewer problem has
been the most discussed. Federal money for
sewer construction has dried up in recent years,
80 many auburbun communities are struck grow-

Network Inc., the company !hat ownas this

tive,” according to Rnthwell. 'In nll the dnyn T've
been on this job, P've never had an issue that has
been g0 universally applauded.” Auto industry

. He
either by uatce mail at (784) 933 2047, ext.

1880, or by e-mail at ppower@homecomm.
net.
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Congratulutions!

Jeanne Towar

: Vice President of HomeTown Communications Network and
Publisher of The Birmingham Eccentric®

Recipient of the Michigan Women’s
Foundation “Women of Courage and
Achievement” award.

)ichigan
VWomen's
Foundation

N

more waste water into

ing
aging, deteriorating sewer pipes that were . .

designed for many fewer residents. The result
has been an increase in the number of sewer
overflowa across the region. The Southeast Michi-

Woa vk ion

cligiblo for zero inter-

the d — it i8 building a new sewer line
Jarge enough to prevent the overflows in the first

place,

As for school buildings, they've been over-
looked. Proposal A solved the problem of paying
for operations, but districts still have to float
bond issucs for construction. Some districts don’t
even have a large enough tax base to do the work.
In others, voters have boen less willing to
epprove tho necessary bond issues, By cutting
interest rates, lawmakera hope they can entice
voters in local districts to accept the bond issues
needed to fix or replace aging schools.

“Together they have a better chance of being
passed,” according to Stille’s office. “This way
youll have multiple communities coming forward
to support this because one of the proposals will
be good for them, or both.”

*I don't sce the nexus between the two issues,”
Rep. Bruce Patterson (R-Canton) counters, who
wants to aplit the issues. “I would not want to sce
a conlition come forward in an attempt lo kill ope
or the other and end up eliminating

I agree more with Patterson, but ulhmuu.-ly
both are talking about how to pnckngc the pro-
posals to assurc passage.

Instend they should give voters their choice,
even if it means they have to try to sell both ideas
to voters separately. It's their money. Ultimately,
it should be their choice.

Mike Malott reporta on the local implica-
tions of state and regional events. He can
reached by phone at (517) 548-7125 or by e-
mall at mmalott@haomecomm.net.

What’s so special about
Friday, May 3rd?

on a 53-month CD

%0

APY

The Michigan Women's Foundation promotes
economic self-sufficiency and personal well-
being for women and girls to maximize their
contributions to society.

. @ Named one of Michigan’s 95 most
powerful women in business and industry,
the law, communications, education,
medicine, the arts and public service by
Corp! magazine.

B Named one of the top 100 of the metro
Detroit area’s most influential women by
Crain’s Detroit Business in its March 18-24
edtion,

M Recipient Distinguished Citizen Award
from Creative Arts Center.
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Come Celebrate Fifth Third Day
With Us And Enjoy This Great Rate.

Stop by any of our 74 Banking Centers on May 3rd, Fifth Third Day
and get 5.30% interest on a 53-month CD, plus register to win
interest for one day on $5.3 million:

b JFifth Third Bank

Working Hard ‘Tb Be ‘The Only Bank You'll Ever Need!
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