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On a more serioua note, Hull
talks about collaborating with the
Livonia Mall on this year's festi-

al,

*It's difficult moving from onc
mall to another, meeting with mall
administration but I got a warm
and exciting feeling that they
wanted us here. They're in tune
with bringing the community to
the mall for performances and
events.”

Bobbi Gelman is just as excited
nbout having the VSA festival at
the mall, She supports everything
the nonprofit organization doea
including providing th {e
- music, dance and drama classes

and scholarships for children and

adults with disabilities, Whon n

committes member called to say

the festival was looking for a new
home she took it-as a sign, For the
last two years the mall held its

own arts festival in March. Only o

few doys carlier Farmington Musi-

cale contacted Gelman about hold-
ing performances at the mall dur-

ing National Music Week May 8-

12, .
“I'm most excited about re-ener-
gizing our festival by bringing in
VSA and Farmil Musicale,”

give out to children in keeping
with the Sights and Sounds of
America theme. No balloons
because of the VSA children and
adulta with allergics. Whero to
place the 40 picces of art in the
touring exhibit of emerging artists
spotlighted by VSA arts of Michi-
gan. Set aside nt least four tables
for the group’s hands-on art activi-
ti

£8.

“We'll have Showtime at the
Apollo auditions for talented chil-
dron ages 5-12, the semi-finals
Moy 9, finals May 11, aa part of
the featival,” said Gelman. “Wo do
6-12 ovents a month, lots of family
performances. Weo did 4060 per-
formances in December alone. In
addition to the VSA exhibit the
mall’s Grass Roota Gallery will
feature local artiata, and Sherry
Morgan who takes mannequin
body parts and paints them will be
demonstrating in Sears Court.”

Ronda Music, the newest South-
east Region Committee member, is
coordinating the handa-on art
activities for children during the
VSA performances.. The West
Bloomfield resident has plenty of
experience. She teaches art to 825-

hild luding those

spid Gelman. *I'm excited about
having more group support and to
odd to that in years to come. When
the cells from both groups all fell
id-the same weck it tald mo same-
:)_l;ﬁ:lg. - that this was meant to

* Now Gelman is finalizing dozens
of details just like Hull. Order 800
red, white and blue pinwheels to

a weck, i
with special needs, in West Bloam-
field Schools.

“I want for kids, whatever they
walk away with, to feel success-
ful,” said Music, who's volunteered
with VSA arts of Michigan five
years. *1 think the festival is won-
derful. I'm sending the flyers for it
to all the arts teachers in the dis-
trict. I think it's important the

word gets out.”

Karen Barsy, a dance therapist
with Livonin Public Schools, could-
n't agree more. She'lt bring her
Dance Magic group of special
nceds studonts to tho festival
12:30 p.m. Saturday, May 4.

“We're performing in jnzz style,”
snid Barsy, “Woe juat started this
year. This is the first class of ita
type. All are mobile, special needs #
students nges 6-13. We had one
boy who didn’t intermingle and
he's really interncting. His mom
says that's the only place he does
that. I love tho kids, love scoing
the progress. For the specinl needs
kids when they perform it's liko
another world opens up for them,”

Like Barsy, Lourio Davia is
grateful for the festival which
gives children nnd adults with dis-
abilities the opportunity to per.

form for the general public. At

FAR Conservatory in Bigmingham
where Davis i8 o creative arts
therapist, students look forward to
showing off their skills in music,
dance and drama, The conservato-
ry will hold a free recitn) of its own
6 p.m. Thursday, Moy 2. Music,
dance, thenter and puppets aro on
the program at the conservatory
inside First Preabyterian Church,
1669 West Maple. Call (248) 646-
3347 for more information.

This is the first year in the Live-
nia Mall festival for Pop, a jazz
daneo group of six-studenta ages

will perform a drum solo, begin-
ning 1:46 p.m. Saturday, May 4.
“Our program is very upbeat,
hip hop. It's something they listen
to, something they enjoy so por-
forming is much more enjoyable,”
said Davis, a Formington Hills
resident who earned n master's
degree in art therapy from Wayne

" State University.

“I'm oxcited because at first thoy
were shy. It was a challenge. Now
they focus more. Knowing they’re
going to perform roleases their
inhibitions, I sce them coming
together as a unit and enjoying
the camaraderie. We have a couple
of Down's Syndrome kids, one who
never picked up her feet. Sho does
now thanka to the Popcorn dance.

“My father gave mo the gift of
dance, I was very shy. I came alive
when it camo time to dance,”
Davis said. “It tought me to

express myself and have fun." g
Marjorio Van Hoy knows the
power of music. That's why she
joined Farmington Muaicale 10
years ngo. She hopes droves of
poople will help them celebrate
Nationnl Music Weck. Like the
VSA festival, Farmington Musi-
cale is bringing their lincup of per-
formers to a new location this
year, In the past, they held annunl
1 Music p
ea at Tel-Twelve Mall, Twelve

Qaks, Somersct, and Laurel Park

Place. In addition to the Livonin
Mall performances this year, they
will also hold a concert to benefit

T

of musicians and poeople who
appreciate music and who meot
once a month, Scptember to June,
since 1965, said Van Hoy who'll
perform ragtime and semi-classi-
cal pleces that she composod for
piano. *We're port of the National
Federation of Music Clubs founded
in 1898, Music cluba in tho Detroit
area first organized fostivela in
malls 30 years ngo. Music Week
celobrates the univeraality of
music. This yoar's thome is
“Music, a Language of the Heart,
1t focuses on the univeraal joy that
comes from performing or listen-

ing to the music.
“The Celet tho Arts festival

their annual sct p
tion 7 p.m. Saturday, May 11 at
the Costick Center in Farmington
Hills, Headlining the program is
the Christa Grix Jozz Trio, Cal
(248) 471-6017 for tickets. .
*“Farmington Musicale is a group

AI pert from page Bl

gives us a chanco to interact spon-
taneously with people over things
we've written, Wo're excited ‘about
working together with VSA and
the Livonia Mall to share the
musical arts with the public.”

funding cuts and incrensed
national program costs, wo are
proud to have been able to pres-
ent a number of recent programs
that celcbrated achievements in
tho arts when external funding
or organizational networking
permitted, These include special
editions of Backstage Pass that
profiled tho winners of ArtServe
fichizan's G * Arts

12 to 26, Conscrvatory
Kelly Miles of Novi and Bon
Monkaba, Troy, also will perform.
Miles witl tap dance and Monkaba

- otniaw imsaTy

Do You Want to Honor a HomeTown Hero?

Your Observer & Eccentric, Mimor and HomeTown Newapapers, in conjunction with the United Way Volusteer Center of Oakland,
1 nze calling for nominations for the HomeTown Heroes™ Awards, which rewards outstanding volunteers who have given sci(lessly
M of themsclves to support noa-profit organizations in Oakland County. Awardces ‘will be recognized a1 the HomeTown llcroes -
! Luncheon un Wednesday, Junc S, 2002 a1 The Community Iouse in Bimingham.

PHONE:

QUUSINESS

NAME OF N \TOR. IF GROUT, CONTACT PLRSON:,
ADDRI:SS, CITY, ZIP;,
FAX: E-MAIL:,
CATEGORIES: DOIRECT SERVICE OSENIOR ayoutit QGOVERNANCE QFAITILBASTD .
NAME OF NOMINEE: AGE:,

ADDRESS, CITY, ZIP:

(Must voluntect for an Oskland County non-profil organization)

Awards and our broadcasts of
The Sphinx Competition, an
annual event that presents
young African-American and
Latino classical music talents,

providing insight from the young
artista on the creative process,
each followed by the afring of
their work. Local winners

include High and Dry, created in

stop-motion animation by
Richard Wohlfeil of William Ford
Career Tech Center in Westland,
and From Farm to Table, an

mented with a fun CD-ROM and
teacher materials, second
graders from Macomb, Oakland
and Wayne Countles develop the
skills necessary to imagine, plan
and create “the community of
their dreams.”

Perhaps there's o lesson here
for us all. As we prepare to be in

instructional piece created by Bowl spotlight i
Valerie Brown and Devin Termi- ;%%g u‘szrmﬂz s:rmegam‘g: by
ni r:]l' Oakland Schools in Water-  Joarning to ereate the i
foi
. ty of our dreamas right now, Wo

M Later this month, throug] can best succeed by taking
the aupport of SBC dvantago of the enthusiasti
and the Agnes Scott Memorial

participation offered by our

e T
the arts and education willbe  Reading Rainbow Young Writers "l‘:‘b““.'t‘{; through its partner-
scen on Channel 56 in the days and INustrators Awards to our shipa with V““":; ) cultural
and weeks ahend: studios. We'll sh works of anc ecuca
. ‘!Wiﬁé funding from tho hildsen from Pl } ut M‘B mw:"rg
" Lho < Aloor it
ontrols Canton, that goal. Learn more at dotroit-

Different Takes, a onc-hour spe-
cial that showcases select win.
ners of the Michigan Student
Film and Video Awards, airs
Sunday, May 5, at 4 p.m. Host-
ed by Elliot Wilhelm, (Detroit
Film Theatre and Detroit Public
TV's Friday night Film Festival),

Farmington Hills, Detroit nnd
many other local communitics on
a Channel 68 special airing June
11-12 and 14 and 16 during day-
time children's programming.
W We'll bring now video

attention to the Detroit Zoo and
D::t'mit Historical Muscum with

to Youville, airing May

this hour prog p L
nine filmmakers from around
the state, with studio segments

20-24 nt 1:00 p.m. In the haif-
hour special, which is supple-

publictv.org, and join us!

Dan Alpert ix chief operating
officer and station manager of
Detroit Public Television. He is
one of the guest columnists
appearing in a serics that intro-
duces Observer & Eccentric read-
ers to the people behind the insti-
tutiona and organizations in the
arts community.

PHONE:,

FAX: E-MAIL:,

.

PLACE QF VOLUNTEER SERVICE:,

TYPE OF WORK PERFORMED:

AVERAGE NUMDIER OF ItOURS WORKS PER MONTH:

SCHOOL ATTENDING (if applicable),

YEARS OF SERVICE:

" Ona X
)

Js ot less, tell why you

Jividual or business. Exewcabe the nomince’s major accomplishments,

v p
Indlcate 1he name(s) of the community organization(s) that have beaeflted fra
AT "

Optiowal: s
0 United Way Vlunicer Cenicr. 50

HOMETOWN

Mirror

mbn«v«_s_lnmdr
Ly s rbentymml

For Burlness C I
m Ihese etfortu. Enisica thust be typewtitten, Du pot staple pages.
o foe haxiness Champion nomibecs, inslude a ploto vf pervoas
- participating inthe valuntecr activity. Enirfes mvast be peceived by Friday, Sty 3, 2002, Mailor fax forms (o HomsTown Heroes™ Awands,
Wayne Strvet * Fontiac, MI 48342 + Fax; 24R-456-KR03 » For questions of fusther iuformation 5o
t0wwwunitedwayoakland.org of calt 248-874-16)3.

Deadline for entries is Friday May 3, 2002
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a
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all proceeds beneftt
Gitda's Club Metro Detroit
A free non-proftt support
community for anyone
touched by cancer

‘Please join us for an
evening of laughter, .

great cause...

for ¢

Sponsored in part by

e
©bserver & Eceentric

featut_'ing
- Wendy Liebman
: voted "Best Female Stand-Up" Comic"
Thursday, May l16th
Southfield Centre for the Arts
TICKETS START AT $150

www.glidasclubdetroit.org

v

For more information,
call 248-577-0800 x22
or visit us at

T T jor g
High Schol

pface to look for companies that-~
/know how to make that special .

students, this is the*

[} dance the best memory. possible!
For information regarding advertising rates for
this special section, please contact:

Dylanat S~
(734) 953-2073

Prom 2002
Ger your

TUX BUCKS}»-

Discounts up to

50% off

Your Tuxedo Rentall

-
A & Belin Accastories
specialires in beavthul detlgner handbags,
and uthet prom accotorien.
B chis xhon o a 10% dhcours.

The Product Shop L
s ffeving a *FRIE" Azhievemen Conifcste, . \ ¢
and 10:15% off, when you puethuse $25.00

‘more offof our Gradustion Lior.

Michigan’s Largest Formalwear Company

35 Stores in Michigun & Chio

AT THE TOWNSEND HOTEL
11:00 a.m. — 3:30 p.m.

@ Omclet and Wattle Station Made o Order
@ House Smoked Sealood Display

Jumbe Shrionpy

Assorted Tertines & Pates
-~ Chilted Salad Stations

@ Caving Station
4 Childien s Bultet
@ Hor Station

s Benedia

ADULTS...'52%
CHILDREN 6-12...19%
Complimentary
Mimosas

Bacon. Sausage Links
an Searced Chicken Breast
= Herb Crusted Salmon
- Tresh Seasonal Vepetables
@ Masta Station & Sca Food Station
@ Broeaklast Breads & Desse Swation

248-642-5027

For Rescrvations




