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Farmington School Board:
The report from the dis-
trict start-time committee,
which was to be consid-
ered Tuesday, has been
postponed to the Moy 21
meeting. The agenda for
the May 7 meeting, which
begins at the Schulman
Administrative Center at
7:30 p.m., includes recog-

" nition of student-athletes,
an instructional report on
extended learning options

and reports on the Stu-

dent Assistance Program
and post-graduate suruvey,
as well as acceptance of

lists. The meeting is open
to the public.

Car Wash; Harrison High

School Girl’s Track and

Field members will hold a
- car wash on Saturday,

Orchard Lake. The girls
will also be offering a hot
dog and lemonade f‘grﬁ:$1 .

Child safety: AAA will
offer free Child 1I.D. Fin-
gerprinting 10 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Saturday, May 11 at
AAA Michigan, 38751 W.
12 Mile Road, in Farm-
ington Hills. Parents who
bring their children to the
Child I.D. booth can
expect to receive a 5x7
card with their child’s
photo, fingerprints and
personal information that
can be used by law
enforcement agencies for
identification purposes.
For more information call
(248) 553-3700.
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STAFF PiloT0 13y HRYAN MITCHELL
Chat room: Places like 336 Main in Plymouth provide good spots for folks like this couple to get
together for a drink and a chat.

‘Non-families’

Suburbs feel impact of singles population

County
gets $1M
grant

H Federal officials came to
Farmington Hills Friday to
announce more funding to
help communities trans-
form ‘brownfields’ into
fields of dreams.

BY PAUL R. PACE
BTAFP WRITER
ppace@ochomecommnot

“It'a a good day to be in Farmington
Hills,” said Christie Whitman, U.5.
Environmental Protection Agency
administrator and former governor of
New Jersey, “It’s aleo a good day for
the country.”

In a ceremony on the undeveloped
property known as North Orchard
Plaza, b Narth n Highway
and Orchard Lake Rond in Farmington
Hills, government officinls from the
nation, state and county heard from
U.S. Rep. Joe Knollenberg about the
importance of Brownficld redevelop-
ments.

At the ceremony Friday, Oakland
County received o $1 million check
from the EPA to help promote brown-
field restoration projects.

With the funding, “We can turn eye-

BY JONI1 HUBRED
BTAFP WIITER
jhubred@oc.homocomm.net

the suburbs just ain't what they used to be.Built

[ “around core cities in the 19608, these bastions of the

| Ameriean family are sceing a rise in the number of

“non-family” houscholds. That’s how the U.S. Census

Burcau defines o home where the houscholder lives alone
or with Il d

1 by

 like b ar
While suburban ities are still d

familios ~ more than 70 percent in
Livonia, Canten, Garden City and
Plymouth Taownship — a trend toward
smalier houscholds is having an
impact in older suburbs.

o ——————
See Paul Pace's story
Ce“sus nata on single home owner:
FANIL
Lorston___ HIUSEAOLDY 'L AONE ship, A

CANION 257% 205% 3 n
FARMINGION, a27% sy | haven't scen that kind
FARMUIGION HILLS__ 35 0% wee| of effect in their achool
GARDENCIY __ 203% 2i0%| districts, ~because
VoW 783% Zoe| they're linked with
PLYMOUTH a73% is%| communitics . like
FLYNOUTH TWP___286% 247% | Farmington Hilla, Ply-
REOFOAD 12 1% 279% | mouth Township and
WESTLAID 33 1% w26%{ Canton, which have
T Us oA growing or stabilizing

“The biggest impact some cities

populutions
Farmington city councilwoman Mary Bush was a little

sores into community agsets,” said
Whitman,

A brownfield is typically a site that
has potential or real hazardous con-
tamination, By establishing brownficld
redevolopment zones, cities can make
tax incentives available to land devel-
opers to have the site cleaned up and
redevelaped.

The Farmington Hills site, being
developed by Grand-Sakwa, is a former
brownficld that will eventually have a
mix of vacant Innd, single family

-homes; cormmercial -and office proper-

ties. It was chosen because hrownficld

like Ferndale and Royal Oak are sec-
ing is on the schaol districta,” snid
Jason Bouza, o geographic informa-
tion specialist with the Center for
Urban Studies at Wayne State Uni-
versity.
< Declining enrollments have forced those districts to re-

she said,

1,792 aingle householders, 574 are seniors,

aurprised to learn more than 40 percent of her city's

househelds are non-family. Of the 1,857 houscholders who

live alone, a little less than half are 65 years and oldor.
“About 25 percent of our populntion is senior citizens,”

Amuong area suburbs, enly Plymouth has a Inrger per-
centage of non-family houscholds, 47.3 percent. Of the

developments can be anywhere, even
in the suburbs, said Barry Brickner,
Hills city councilman and a member of
Farmington Hills Brownficld Redevel-
opment Board.

He was joined at the ceremony by fel-
fow councilman and Hills Brownficld

examine facilitics uso and tightened up budgets, he said.
Cities like Farmi: and P, h, where family
households camprise a larger share of the population,

Bouza said thnt's one of the reasons behind the single
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Redevelopment board member Christo-
pher McRac.
At the ceremony, Whitman said
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Guess what? Power
kids win book battle

BY JONI HUBRED
STAFP WRITER
In tho end, it came
down ta n tie-breaker,
Five queations. Two
teams.
And an cmpty box of

curiously strong pep-

rminta.

Thot’s what {t took
for The Guess What, a
team from Power Mid-
dle School, to become
the undisputed champi-
ons in the 2002 Battle
of the Boaks, o reading
quiz compotition hosted
by the Farmington

e s e

Community Library,
Angetn Tonel, Meghan
McNeil, Katie Mitchell,
Swathi Sampangi, Lau-
ron Heath and Alison
Mroz decided to team
up again after placing
3rd last year, For 13
yeara, middle school
atudents from the
Foarmington/Farming-
ton Hills aroa have
taken on the challenge
of roading 10 books,
from which librarians

cull 30 questiona.

Floase sco WOOKS, AB

Sure sign of summer: Cruisin’

BY SUE BUCK
STAFY WRITER
sbuck@oc.homecomm.net

*Cruisin' the Grand 2002,” the popular Farming-
ton car event, begins Monday, Moy 6 in the city-
owned lot behind Page's Reataurant, 23621 Farm-
ington Rond.

“This is our fourth year,” snid Roger Ratkowski, a
Livonia resident and owner'of The Pasta Stop,
23631 Farmington Rond.

The hours are 5-9 p.m. Mondays; the event runs
for 20 weeks.

“We have the righta to use the Civic Theatro logo.
This is now, really, a City of Farmington event.
Using it is real important to the community to get
that kind of recognition,” Ratkowski said.

The 1968 Mercury Cougar pictured at the front of
the loge is owned by Robert Minichelli of Detroit.
Minichelli, the “2001 Cruiser of the Year” attended
every Monv'dny Inst year.

T map of d d parking
arens, which doesn't include private parking behind

nearby businesses.

‘When city officials approved plans for this year's
cruise, Magic Brain computer store owner Bill
Laverty asked whether some accommodation could
be made for his customers. He said it was difficult
for customers to carry heavy computers fram n dis-
tance, because claasic cars were taking up virtually
all the parking spaces in the lot and State Street is
blocked off Monday nights.

Farmington Public Safety Dircctor Gary Goss
arranged n special parking space next to the lot's
handicapped porking area for Magic Brain cus.

mers.
Pylons will help reserve the arca as show time
approaches. .

“s/[ust of his business is by appointment,” Goss
said.

The car event is also co-sponsored by Dennis
Page, of Page’s Restaurant, Darrell's Firestone,
Contemporary Awards nnd Sam's Detail Shop on

Ploasc sco GRAND, A5

Battle
champs:
The Guess
What took
first place
in the Bat-
tle of the
Books.
Team mem-
bers are
Angela
Tonel,

q Meghan
McNeil,
Katice
Mitchell,
Swathi
Sampangi,
Lauren
Heath, Ali-

son Mroz.




