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Apprentice from page B1 *

gram allows young apprentices to
work with the company for a max-
imum of two years. In the mean-
time, Hughes is ndding another
production to her resume thanka
to the Michigan Opera Theatre
program. She opens in the role of
Ellen in Leo Delibes’ Lakme Sat-
urday, May 11, at tho Dotroit
Opera House. Aline Kutan per-
forms the lead role of the Brah-
min pricstess whose love for a
British soldier ends in tragedy.
“It's a wonderful way to get
your feet wet,” aaid Hughes who's
apprenticed with the Toledd
Opern and worked with regional
companies like the Comic Opera
Guild and Ohio Light Opera.
“With most programs you sing in
the chorus but at Michigan Opera
Theatre you sing minor roles. The
experience is invaluable. It takes
a while for the voice to develop.
They provide a vocal coach who ia
usunlly very expensive to work
with. During rehcarsal we get to
work with international singers.
“Lakme is a wonderful produc-
tion in French with beautiful
music that's never done. One of
1s is bari

Youn apprentlces: Matthew

men and Anoush wos cqually as
thrilling. Warner ploys Rose, the

- sister of Ellen in Lakme. The two

characters add comic relief to the
tragic story.
“We see how polished they are,

the Malcom

lly their singing, and how

MacKenzie, the friend of the
British officer Gerald. We had the
opportunity to sit down with him
and asked how he got started and
found his agent. I learned that
becoming n professional is §0 por-
cent voice and 50 porcent busi-
ness sense.” o
Working with international
singers is enc of the highlights of
the program for Eliza Warner as
well, Of course, singing roles in
the company’s productions of Car-
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they carry themaelves on stage,”
said Warner, an Ann Arbor resi-
dent who graduated with a mas-
ter's degree in voice performance
from the University of Michigan
School of Music in 1999, “We
observe and take in and take
note. We ansk advice, Did they
need to live in New York?

“The program also gives us
practical experience. For me, the
biggest challenge was singing
Armeninn in Anoush. It was com-
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Tuell (second from right

and Eliza Warner (far right) were in Michigan Opera
Theatre’s production of Carmen last October,

pletely foreign to all of us.”

For Matthew Tuell the most
difficult aspect of the training is
forming relationships with cost
members only to part. The Lans-
ing tenor is in his seventh produc-
tion with the company. He plays
Hadji, the lifelong servant and
protector of Lakme. In fall, he'll
return to Michigan State Univer-
sity to finish his degree.

“Tho hardest thing is to stay
when the cast comes and goes
that and being so busy with the
overlapping of spring produc-
tions,” said Tuell. “I was in Otello
and the iast week of performances
was the firat week of rchearsals
for Lakme. We'd rehearse three
hours a day and have a 7 o'clock
makeup call and be on stage until
11:30.

“But it's a really terrific experi-
ence, being on stage, working

with a number of directors and
collengues. I found out about the
program while in the Utnh young
artist program where I could only
sing in the chorua, The coach told
me MOT was auditioning a num-
bor of tenor rolea for apprentice.
It's tho highest level I've been
ablo to work at.”

Providing experience on the
professional stage was what
David DiChiera had in mind
when ho founded the program 21
years ago. He's cspecially
impressed with this season's
apprentices,

“They're very djsciplined and
committed,” said DiChicra, direc-
tor of Michigan Opera Theatre,
“This is an avocation that needs
physieal discipline, developing the
upparatus for singing but you
have to bring all the understand-

Fest features

outstanding
tango dancers
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Ginka Gerova Ortega, artistic
director of Music Viva! got some
great last minute news, Fabinn
Snlas and Carolina De Rio, star
danecors in the Argentine film;
The Tango Lesson, will be per-
forming at the Festival of World
Music and Dance, Fire and and
Spirit, Friday, May 10 at Smith
Theatro on Oakland Community
College's Orchard Ridge enmpus
in Fi Hills. Tickets are

ing of | and t
it's a multi-faceted art form, a
marriage of theater and voice.
The program is what traina
young artists to becoma success-
ful professional singers, to stretch
themselves to sce if thoy have
what it takes. It's a transition
from talented student.to young
professional and singing roles is
an important experience.”

DiChiern said Matthew Tuell is
an,example of how tha program,
which "is funded by various
endowments, furthers the talent
of young artists,

“He's had an incredible amount
of experience because of the vari-
ety of roles, Character acting in
Falstaff brought out personality I
never knew was there. :

“I'm excited because we're
expanding the npprentice pro-
gram with an endowment gilt to
be announced in fall.”
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PLANET ALIGNMENT 2002
ACULAR ALIGNMENT OF FIVE PLANETS
ONOMICAL EVENTS:

PLANET ALIGNMENT
TELESCOPE VIEWING —
May 10, Mar 17
8:30-11pm -
View the planet alignment
through telescopes set up
outside the institute and

®.

Register to
win a telescope to
be given away on

$16 in advance, $18 at the door.
or $25 reserved. Call (248) 522-
3667 for tickets and information.

Also performing is Biakuye
(Unity) African Drums Ensem-
ble, singer Shu Ping, the Motor
City Milongueros Tango
Dancers, the Tango Para Siem-
pre Group, and Groupo Musica
Viva featuring Ortega on fNute,
Emily Kiesler, cello, Glenn
Bering, percusaion, Julian
Devoux, bayau, and Juan Hor-
rera, guitar,

“I'm very much into world
music now,” said Ortega who
was trained as a classien! Mutist
and studied with Jean Pierre
Rampal. “I like the melodies and
rhythm. The sout of Latin music
is fMlute. I am surprising myself
by how much of what I love is so
casy - it just comes to me.”

Ortega heard Biakuye in Ann
Arbor and was very impressed
with the group’s nuthenticity.
Ono of its members, Mark Stone,
is a scholar who has siudied
west African music.

Ginka Garova Ortega
i ‘l like the melodies
and rhythm. The soul of
Latin music Is flute. |

am surprising myself by .

how much of what !
love Is so easy ~ it just
comes to me.’ :

Ginka Gerova Ortega

Flutist

[P Countil of Asian Pacific Americans Proudly Presents

“What I am trying to do is cro-
ate new sounds and instrumen-.
tation,” aaid Ortega ne she
exploined the musi¢ of Groupo
Musica Viva, “This kind of com-
bination of instruments is very
rare, therefore you hear a new
kind of aound with a classical
base, but n new twist that
explores different colovs of the
instrumentation. We are explor-
ing the music of Latin Americn
and taking it to nnother level.”

Mother's Day Specials!

. 16 Oz. Prime Rib Au Jus.......... $11.95
" Two (2) 5 Oz. Lobster tails........ $18.95
- Lemon Herb Scallops...............$10.95

Call now for reservations
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‘G Motber's Day Bufjei
11 a.m, - 3 p.m.
LIVE MUSIC

 Chicken Plecata Royale
» Horth Atlantic Salmon » Roast Striploin of Beel
Potato Au Gratin Herbed Wild Rice
Grean Beans Aimonding

| Omelets Mada to Ordar Please Call
GaSitte | 545 950.2000ext.2 B

| Roast Top Round af Beel Adults $21.95 EMPASSY aUITES

:| HoneyBaked Ham Senlors $18.95 woveL®
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THURSDAY, MAY 30,2002
8:00 P.M.
SOUTHFIELD PAVILION, 26000 EVERGREEN ROAD
RESERVED SEATING: $25  OPEN SEATING: 522
CALL (248) 354-9603 FOR TICKETS!
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[n the Gbservatory. May 17, courtesy of

Outside viewing Is free. WOTIIRN,  Riders Hobby Shop
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DAWN ~ FRIDAYS % Friday, May 17!

- CouPON

Bting in this coupon
to receive S1 off general

8pm - Locate planets and
stass in the night sky as
we recreate and explore
the planet allgnment in
our Diglstar planetarium.
Ages 5 & up only.
Museum admission, plus
planetarium show fee.

All telescope viewing

s weother permitting.

. 39:’:1 Woodward Avenue » £0. Bax 803 * Blaomficld Hills, M) 48303-0Kns
. *+1.877-GO-CRANBrook {1-A77-462-7262}  www.ttanbiaok.cdy
Located twa mites north of downtown Birmingham

Tt eanbioth w18 4 reptrded Hademas nf i raite < §fud el Comm

Splendor of the Last

Unifying Asian and Ametican Culiurrs
1n Celebraton of Attan Pacifie American Heritage Month

Satueday, Yay 18, 2002
Billennium Centvo
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3100 pm~ Youthi Performance
7430 pm~ Cultural Gala Show

Fickatar
810 = Youtk Wyformence  $18 ~ Culinral Gola Sk

Tieker Contaster
N Gan (313 7244436
44T Dechanes (556) 2684723
Rejs Jakymse (240) 6153701
T Koy Xym (748) 454-2844
Aoar Shuchi(345) 8261975

Jnlormational Costact Jumes Snufer {248)912.3082
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Show Mom

T

(approx. 2 inches x 2 inches) ' .

2x2

How many words and phrases can you think of lo describe your mom, well here [s your chance. The
Obsarver & Eccentric newspapars is putting out “The Mother's/Mommy Day Page”, and we want
avaryone to celebrate the parson who loves you unconditionally! |

Send in a picture of your mom with a special message for her on her day for: $25 for a 1x2 (2 inches

1 x 2inches) or $50 for a 2x2 (4.25 Inches x 2 Inches), Il you rather write her a message orpoam
about how much you care, you can do that for only $1.50 a line, Approximately. 20 characters per - 1|

{ine, and also ask about our heart shape symbal for your ad. it Is only $5 extra, e B

Trust us whon wo say that this is all she will want, besides for everybody lo be happy and gat along! -
i gliiagiiition Arhpdplod E 4

 (approx. 4.25 inches x 2inches)

e's Special |

Tare in

The Observer & Eccentric Nowspapers will be publishing this
5pscl.al page on the actual holiday of Supdny, May 12th,.

can call 1-800-578-SELL with any questlons or to place your .-
ad over the phone,

Call Dylan at (734) 953-2073 for * .
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\ information regarding this special section,
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! Deadline: May 10th. N
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