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impatiens, marigelds and more.
‘I'he event is presented by the
Apriscience Greenhouse Classes
at Oukland Schoals Garden
Center. Call (248)960-5454 for
mwre detaila,

HERB PLANT & CRAFT SALE

‘The Dearborn Herb Study Asso-
viation will hold an herh plant
and eraft sple from 10 am. to 4
p.. May 11, rain or shine, at
McFadden-Ross Muscum, 915
South Beady, in Dearborn.
Fresh baked herb bread, herbal
vinegars, sensonings and mus-
tards, herbal crafts, herb plants,
scented geraniums, annuals apd
perenninls wil) be available, For

“Don’t Get C1.CSED SUT 0f ACORN's
' Spring C1.CSEECUT Sale!

more information, call (313)565-
3000.

——

CACTUS AND
SUCCLENTS

The Michigan Cactus and
Succulent Seciety will have a
workshop on “Making Tufa
(stone) Planters” featuring
expert John Mio on Sunday
May 19 at 2 p.m. at 65601
Coomer Rond in West Bloom-
field. Guests are welcome.
Admission is free.

— compiled by Lana Mini
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Offering 3 Ways to Afford the
Furniture You've Always Wanted:

6 Months Deferred Financing*

or‘"

(2.\) 1 Year Interest Free

Or...

on...

 Pennsylvania House * Thomasville » Harden
« Bob Timberlake * Nichols & Stone e Butler
« Bradington Young * Charleston Forge
e .M. David * Lexington * Hooker » Hekman
» Conover « Sligh ¢ Dinaire * Hitchcock
« Canal Dover » Restonic » Howard Miller
« Jasper Cabinet * Superior * King Hickory

LASSIC

INTERIORS
FURNITURE

20292 Middlebelt, Livonia (South of 8 Mile) 248-474-6900

ur 6% Sales Tax!

Start early to find good vacation spot — for Fido

h, - the warm weather
returns. Birds chirping in
the late morning.
Frogs cronking in the late
evening.

Tigers
ABOUT choking ih
he late

innings.

All winter
we wait for
spring and
summer, sur-
viving freez-
ing winds
and SnOwW up
to our hips
for the few
months
when  the
earth  re-

awnkens with
the best of
nature. Life improves dramati-
enlly because the weather beck-
ons us to enjoy all cur area has
to offer.

How do we greet the onset of
great weather?

We go on vacation and leave
town, of course.

Scemingly half of every
neighborhood will depnrt soon
on an annual trip, Some will
drive down to a park with
numerous rickety undulnfing
rail rides, with nousen thrown
in at no ndditional cost. Some
go to visit relatives, spending
valunble time off from work
lying on an inflatable mattress,
wondering oll night why anyone
would own so many cuckoo
clocks, Others fly off to a city,
seeing sights they've never
seen, losing luggage they'll

ANIMALS

BRAD DAVIS

never see agoin.

What about pets? Dogs defi-
nitely could care less about
roller conaters,..if you can’t put
your head out the window,
what's the use? When visiting
relatives, few things say, “I'm a
great house guest” than arriving
with o huge dog, all hyped up
from a 12- hour car ride, (Ner-
vous energy + drool = FUN!)

For most pcople, boarding is
the answer.

Bonrding won't give your pet
the thrills you'll be getting: in
Toronto or Chicago, but having
your dog well taken eare of by
someone you trust takes some
of the worry out of your journey.

Some regular boarders at my
clinic spend s much timé with
us as they spend at home, nnd
become part of the family. When
they sty in a place where they
get attention, the time spent in
the facility can be pleasant. It
can't be perfect without Mom
and Dad, but still it's pleasant.

Finding the vight facility for
your pet can be difficult. Many
places board, but where should
you trust with your friend?

Being a vet, and being full of
myself, 1 would first suggest
you ask your vet. Most will
lhiave n handle on what facilitics
do o good job at taking care of
Loarding animals.

Most clinics also offer bonrd-
ing. Staying at the clinic
stands out when your pet has a
medical condition, such as
epilepsy, or diabetes, and medi-
cal care might be needed. Just
having n vet there to take care
of any problem that might arise

(4 Miles North
Hours: Mon,-Fri
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LAKE ORION LAWN ORNAMENT:

- Since 1950 - :

Gardener’s Paradisc!

Over 800 different items on display
Benches, Tables, Fonntains, Statues, Bird-Baths,
Aninsals, Refigious Statues, Oriental Lanterns
& much more to chose from.

248-693-8683

Corner of M-24 and Scripps R,

f the Palace of Aubuen Hills) 3
0-6pm ¢ St & Sun. 14
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in any animal can give you
some renl pence of mind.

When you call a boarding
facility, find out their require-
ments regarding vaccines and
lab testing. I know, if your little
Fluffy has fallen behind with
vaccines, getting them caught
up adds another item to the
already long pre-vacation “to-
do” list, Still, if your pet isn't
required to be current on vac-
cines and stool samples, that
menns no one clee in the facility
will be required to be current,
and that might not be the envi-
ronment you want.

Ask to tour the boarding
arens. Most places enjoy having
people look at their facilities.
Remember, we're not talking
about the Ritz-Carlton here. We
just need a comfortable, clean
area where your critter will be
well maintained.

Ask questions. You ean't ask
too many questions about
where your pet will be board.
ing. I'vo had a person not board
at my clinic becnuse we don't
have anyone in the hospital
overnight, and they wanted
someone watching their dog all
night long. They would have
been horribly disappointed if
they hadn't asked, and together
we found a facility that,
although being much more
expensive, supplied them that
extrn level of service they were
looking for.

You might want to take food
from home to the boarding facil-
ity. Changes in location and
routine can stress n dog, and
holding the number of changes
to a minimum, by making sure
they have their own food, ean
be a great idea.

KITCHEN REFACING
FREE ESTIMATE
+ How Avallabie Affordabls
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notveast (810) 751-1848
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Another good idea would be to
reserve early. Call as early as
you know your plans. We
already have some Christmas
bookings. I guarantee, on the-
Friday of Memaorial Day week-
end, someone will call looking
for boarding for their rottweiller.

Cats can be boarded, but
often do very well at home, with
womeone coming in to take care
of them a few times a day
(unless there are medical con-
cerns, of course”, Doge usually
o better when boarded, as they
like having interaction, not sit-
ting around all day.

Yes, boarding takes the ani-
mal out of their home, and yes,
sometimes they will stress out,
Lut by finding the right facility,
and the right situation for you,
your pet con do great, and leave
you with one less thing to worry
about on your trip.

As I say when a boarding ani- .
mal arrives ot my clinie, “Wel-
come to Club Vet Med.”

Take Home Message:
Bonrding your pet can give you
peace of mind, especially il
you're careful about where you
pick: Remember, the better the
focility, the less they will mind
answering questions,

Dr. Brad Davis is the Medical
Director for the VCA of Garden
City, 2085 Inkster Road, Garden
City, 48135. Write him there
with questions and contnents.
He is also onc of the hosts of the
nationally syndicated radio
show Animal Talk. Visit the
web site at www.Animaltathra-
dio.com. You can send E-mail
qucstions or comments to
DrBrad@animaltalkradio.cont.

Visit the
Eccentric online
at www.observer

andeccentric.com
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12 equal
payments

Mon., Thurs,, Fri. 9:30-9:00 Tues., Wed., Sat, 9:30-5:30 Open Sunday 1-5

« All discounts are off manufacturers suggested retaid prices «

All previous sales excluded ¢ Offer not valid In conjunction with any other pramational discount
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Door Wall Glass

Reﬁlucod
Standard 6 h. size [34"x7&")
With this coupon ¢ Expires §-31-02

AlendEnson

GLASS

Glass Breaks...your trust in us won't.

CALL 1.800.755.7964

for the location nearest you:
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Insvlated Glass
Dmsy one vnid,
gel 1/2 off

Sliding Door Wall |
Screen Replacement

22
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5% off -i
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..248.377.4044

BERKLEY. 27501 Woodward Ave 248.543.4046
CANTON..... 6196 Canton Center Rd 734.459.6440
DEARBORN HGTS 313.292.6310
FARMINGTON... 248.476.0730
LIVONIA.... 31550 Plymouth Rd. 734.261.9050

+24055 W. 10 Mile Rd... 248.353.1500
TROY 3903 Roch Rd 248.528.0900
WATERFORD TWP..ve000006215 Highland Rd.uuenen. 248.666.1690

WEST BLOOMFIELD...... 5731 W. Maple Rdeuuceruenss 248,855,3400

$Second unit of aqual or lesser valus, “HALF OFF THE SECOND™ SALE CANNOT BE COMBINID wimt
TP TANY OTHER OFFER. OFFERS GOOD FOR MATERIAL ONLY. Offer expires May 31, 2002,




