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The blessings of God will take many forms

In Jewish tradition blessings
(brachot) have been composed for
n voricety of oceasions. Many peo-
ple are familiar with tho bless-
ings recited before and after
meala or the blessings that are
apecific to heli-

e —
FOCUS ON dnys. However,
THEOLOGY thero are many

other blessings
that one can
recite  before
unique  occur-

rences, such as
on sceing u rain-
how, on encoun-
tering a  wise
man or, for this
time of year in
particular, upon
Beeing trees and
¢ flowers in bloom
for tho first time.

Each blessing is designed not
anly to help us apprecinte the
beauty around us but also- the
touch of divine in everything
about us. These blessings also
remind us that the wonders of
this world are gifts fraom God; we
may appreciate and enhonce the
gifts of the ereator but wanton
and menningless destruction are
forbidden.

As I look out my window and
watch the trees begin to bud and
leaves start to form I am remind-
ed not only of the blessing for
trees but of onc written by the
Rabbia of old to be recited upon
seeing someone with a disability:
‘Blessed are you, our Lord and
God, Ruler of the Universe, who
imbued diversity in His cre-
ations.” How are the two con-
nected?

Bvery summer I spend a
month in the Muskoka region of

DR, MiTCH
PARKER

Dresses

SLEEVELESS
blouses

KNIT

henleys g

' Capri Sets%
Pant Sets

Ontario at Camp Ramah coordi-
nating an integrated program
called Tikvah (Hope) for adoles-
cents with mentat disabilities.
Ench July I have the privilege
of maoking and renewing
acquaintances with up to twenty
young people who may have
dingnoses such ns mild mental
retardation, nutism or Down's
Syndrome. This past summer [
met Jacob for the first time.
Jncob is a tall, handsome fif-
teen-year-old boy who has a lot of
difficulty interacting with oth-
ers. Ho ia very bright but his
social skills are limited and awk-
ward, He enjoys solitary activi-
ties and his interests are very
different from his typical peers.
Jucob particularly likes trees.
Not living trees, but dead ones.
He docs not like to just look at
them but he thrives on knecking
them down with his bare hands,

Jacob's story

When I first interviewed Jacab
and his family last spring, I was
a little bit wary about enrolling a
camper who might at any time
disappear into the many w
around camp to look for appro-
priate apecimens to wrestle to

the ground. His parents told me”

not to worry; I should simply tell
him thnt this activity was not
allowed in camp. Jacob also told
me that he would never think of
harming a living tree and that
his interest was environmentally
friendly.

Despite this reassurance I was
still worried what the summer
would hold for Jacob, his coun-
selors and the trees at camp.

Within minutes of his arrival
at camp Jacob had already sur-

=

veyed the trees within the imme-
diato vicinity of his cabin.

‘When I appronched to welcome
him and deal with ony separa-
tion problems he might be hav-
ing, Jacob bnrely acknowledged
my greeting before he started to
authoritatively tell me about all
the dead trees he lind discovered
along the entrance way to camp.

He then took me on an inspec-
tion tour of the trees that needed
to come down.

1 promised him that I would
discuss the issue with the
groundkeepers, Periodically dur-
ing the month he would ask me
when these men would finnlly
take care of those trees. *

Jacob quickly acelimated to
camp. He participated in all
activities and seemed to enjoy
himself, He did not, however,
play or interact very much with
hig cabin mates or peers. One
morning, a few days into the pro-
gram, Jacob nsked to be excused
from a sports activity for a few
moments to walk ameng the
trees behind the basketball
eourt. Jwarned him not to go too
far - and not to try to knock
down any trees.

A few minutes later everyone
near the basketball court was
stunned into inactivity by n loud
crashing sound coming from the
woods. I immediately knew what
to expect. As people were won-
dering what happened, Jacob
appeared running out the woods,
a look of consternation on his
face,

He stopped in front of me say-
ing, * 1 don’t know what hap-
pened: T was just standing there
and suddenly this tree fell down
right beside me.” The temptation
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was obviously too great. So many
trees and so little time,

At that point 1 decided it was
important to give Jacob the
opportunity to knock down trees
on n limited basis with the
aupervision of his counselors, [
felt that he ought to be allowed
to spend at least some time doing
what he renlly enjoyed as long as
there wns no danger to himsell,
others or the environment.

From that time on when Jacob
had some free time, one or both
of his counselors would go with
him for a stroll in the woods and
lock for an appropriate specimen
for him to attack.

Towards the end of the term,
one of Jacob’s counsclors came to
me to tell me about these experi-
ences. He tatked about every-
thing he had learned from Jacob
including the criterin necded to
find just the right tree and the
skills involved in rocking the
trunk back and forth in just the
correct fashion.,

His counselor related how
soothing and empowering the
experience could be. He then
described the feclings of pride,
joy and satisfaction that over-
whelmed him when the large
trec finally fell came crashing
into the nearly silent woods.

A job done

Jacob and his counsclors
would then leave the forest
together. Their job was done.

If part of friendship is the abil-
ity to share an experience with
another, Jacob, who was so often
socinlly isolated, had made at
least several new friends, as well
ns converts, in the forests of
Ontario.
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Every moming ) thank God for
his wonderful creations and for
giving me the opportunity to
meet and learn from individuals
liko Jacob,

“Bleased are you, ovr Lord and
God, Ruler of the universe who
has withheld nothing from His

tiful creatures and beautiful
trees for mortals Lo enjoy.”

Dr. Mitch Parker iz Director of
Special Needs at Hillel Day
School of Metropolitan Detroit
and Director of the Tikvah
Special Necds Program at Camp
Ramah in Canada.
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Here's Your Chance to Clear Up
Past Tax Obligations
ALL PENALTIES WAIVED!
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Michigan Tax Amnesty is your chance for a second chance! 1t's
3 unique opportunity to pay delinquent taxes and interest and
have penalties waived. This is a limited time offer: The formal
Tax Amncsty period begins on May 15, 2002 and ends on July 1,
2002. For more information, visit our Web site at
wwiw.michigan.gov/treasury or call toll-frec 1-866-410-0002,

Attention Friends & Family of
College Graduates

Special
Graduate!

v Say “Congratulations” to
that special graduate with an ad in your Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers. Just sclect one of the five
Sundays you wish your message to appear; May 19th,
May 26th, june 2nd, June 9th or June 16th. You may
also choose to have your graduate’s picture included.

CALL US TODAY!
(734) 953-2073

W Send check or money
!| orderalong with your
)
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. photo and message to:
L $25
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