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DDA hires marketing agency with local history

BY SUE BUCK
BTAY? WIITER
shuch@oe.homecomm.net

The Farmington Downtown
Development Authority has
hired Marketing Communica-
tions Counsel, Inc. to help pro-
mote downtown businesses.

While MCC will have a new
role, Owner and Chairman Ron
Baker and his Farmington-based
compnny aren't new to the
Farmington area.

Executive Director Judy
Downey contacted five market-
ing agencies. Three — MCC,
Inc., RocketScience Marketing
Inc. and J. Blashill & Associntes
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‘Main Street’ to a very visible
location,” Downey said.

The DDA will need to hire a
part-time assistont and could
benefit from a lnrger office if the
grant is approved, said Downey,
who plans to retire at the end of
the year,

She recently wrote a letter to
Farmwell Properties asking that
the DDA be released from its
lease as of June 30. The two-
year agreement for the office,
which is Jocated on Grand River
west of Farmington Rond, would
end in December,

Main Street readiness

The Oglesby building where
the DDA will relocate has n 240-
square-foot office with ndjacent
secretarial space as well ns use
of a conference room.

Dorothy Oglesby, the landla-
dy, does not require a lease or a
security deposit, snid Ron Ogles-
by, her son. She offered to pny
the DDA office rent of $250 for
five months at its present loca-
tion at 33425 Grand River if the
bonrd approved the relocntion.
‘The rent will be $500 per month
starting July 1, according to a
memo from Downey., This
includes utilities and office
“cleaning

Downey wants a prominent
sign for the new office and hopes
to purchase a fax machine, “It
«doesn’t seem time-saving to run
over here every time to use the
fax machine,” Downey said of

+ the trips required to Farmington
+ City Hall.

Farmington City Manager
Frank Lauhoff said there ia no
other lecation available on
Grand River to relocate the
office with regard to size, loca-
tion and cost. *I spent the last
two days looking at this location
specifienlly,” Lauhoif said.

DDA Board Member Suzanne
Pnul suggested redecornting the
new office, which she said looks
dated. ’

“The last tenant who moved
out wns there 20 years,” said
Ron Oglesby,
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CLARE BOOTH LUCE SCHOLARSHIP

Eva-Marie David of Farming-
ton, a junior at Xavier Universi-
ty, has been awarded a Clare
Booth Luce Scholarship.

Funded by a $148,008 grant
from the Henry Luce Founda-
tion, this two-year scholarship is
for female students majoring in
computer science, chemistry or
physics. Recipients who main-
tain high academic standing and
remain in the major will be eligi-
blo to receive the award again g
seniors. .

The scholarships fund tuition,
‘room and board, fees and book
cxpenaes for four women wha are
‘in their junior year, Two addi-
tional students will receive
scholarships in fall 2003,

* David ia mnjoring in physics
Jand mathematics at Xavier, She
‘plans to attend graduate school
“to study nstrophysics or particlo
physica. She is considering
becoming n resenrch physicist for
.o company involved in the NASA
spaco program or for the govern-
went,

According to Steven Herbert,
associato professor of physics,
David is an excellent student.

“Bva displays charactoristics

that we would wish every atu-
‘dent to poasess,” says Herbert.
! “She is punctual to class and
appointments, polite and conaid-
‘erato in her interactions, atten-
itive and interactive in class, and
‘inquisitive outside of class. She
asks superb questions that
domonstrate a thought{ul con-
K Intion nnd und ting of
‘the materinl. 1 honoestly do not
lieve that you could choose a
‘better person to recoive the
‘scholarship.”

— responded. Board b
Suzanne Paul and Downcy met
with their representatives.

Paul explained that Blashll) &
Associates only place ada'that
have already been prepared.

“We don't know what we want
to place yet,” Paul aid. “They do
not do creative. You have to have
your ads ready. We were con-
cerned that they como back to us
with a vision — something which
Iyo could nctually sell to the pub-
ie,”

Baker came to Farmingten
Hills from Ohio in 1978. Holf of
his busincss is oriented toward
municipalitics. Tho other half is

ive and high tech.

Baker eaid the company will
crente a campaign thut's geared
toward building business rela-
tionships and bringing busincau
to the city and contlinue to moni-
tor and evaluate results,

*1 like to call it brutal hon-
esty,” Baker said. “The only
thing that counts at the end of
the dny is if you have money in
the bank account. We need to
know if we ure bringing people
downtown. If we're not, we begin
again.”

MCC helps cities in different
capacities, from bonding issues
to the DDA newasletter.

“We're a project management
company, everything is a proj-
ect,” Baker said. “I do not consid-
er our company o PR company.
We are a market communication
company.” .

More than 700 people have
subseribed to the e-mail newslet-
ter after MCC put displays local
stores, One goal is to keep cus-
tomers coming to downtown
Farmington during the Farming-
ton Read construction. Mer-
chants have offered c-mail
coupons as an incentive.

“Fhat's 700 people we know
who shop in downtown Farming-
ton,” Baker said. “They had to be

in o store to sign up. We talked
to merchants and they are happy
they have an outreach program.
That will play heavily on the

pany's involvement with John
nnd Peter Ginopolis, who own
Ginopolis Restaurant in Farm-
ingt??' l;lillu. They wanted their

program: we -r m i today
for rescarch and outreach pur-

ses.” .

Baker noted his company has
o history with the community
oand mannges 23 different Web
sites. “You may not know this
but the city (Web) site was the
first in the state. Some of you
may recall that my company wos
invelved for seven years in the
Founders Festival. We did the
media relations.”

Boker nlse mentioned his com-

to have a
atmosphere, one that felt “fami-

“We chnnged the identity of
the restnurant,” Baker said.
“The Ginopolis name identity
chonged. The brand changed to
more of what they are today.”

The company will work with a
$25,000 budget for the DDA
project, which includes $5,000
for the ngency fee and $20,000
for the marketing effort, Downey
snid.
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100.00-125.00,
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807 OFF JEWELRY EXTRAVAGANZA

of diamond accent bracelets, Reg.
doarhuster price 19,99-24.99,
r price 29.99. 1 SEweLRY.

oS
TIRE STOCK OF STERLING
SILYER JEWELRY reg. 20.00-300.00,

SALE ENDS SATURDAY! OPEN SATURDAY AT 8:00 AM

Unisa, Steve Madden,

N WOMEN'S SHOES.

$7003, MeN's Bs oG

607 OFF FOOTWEAR FRENZY vare

selection of ladies’ sandals from Enzo, Two
Lips. Ning West, Naturalizer, Rocket Dog,

Reg. 49.00-75.00, doorhuster price 19.60-
30.00, alter doorbuster price 24.50-37.50.

any single sale or clearance item
valid Bam-noon Saturday, May 11 only

“or tokd 10% Off &y SN hivd Of CAITINCO &5M 1Y

Sport coats and smalk eecnc,

relativity and more,

doorbuster price 8.00-120.00, atter dootbuster
price 10.00-150.00. i sevirLny.

19.99 SLEEVELESS TOPS croose rom

great sefection of sleeveless v-neck 1ops from

Joseph A in a variety of colers. Reg. 40.00, door-
buster price 19.98, after doorbuster price 24.99.
1 LADIES  SPORTSWEAR

) lh‘ény purchase .
).00 of-more; you.may buya bundle of
0 roses for just 9.99!

complimentary git wrap with a
Panisian purchase of 50 00 or more.
valid thru sunday. may 12
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FREE FLOWERING MUM FOR MOTHER'S DAY
Wih any cesmene of trag-ance purchase of $0 00 of more,
recent a beawitul flaeenag mum as & tree gt Also, with
any cosmel of tagrance puthase, you may purchase
this prefty 9727 terracotta panter 10f just 12.50. weossames
0 L Mg s

E L ECT RO N l C G ] FT CA R D It's the easiest way to give Mom the pertect gift for Mother's Day! Available at Customer Service from 5.00 and up

P

CALL 1-800-424.8185 TO ORDER ANYTIME, STORE HOURS: Laursl Park Place (953.7500) open Sun. 12-8, Mon.-Fri. 10-9, Sat. 8.9,
FOR INFORMATION cah 953-2500. CHARGE Tk Pansian Creda Card, MasterCard, Visa, the Amarican

RQIOSOlQ!!Ol!IYOU'RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL

LOCATED AT LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURGH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD, (TAXE THE

Express® Card or Discoverd,
SIX MILE ROAD EXIT OFF INTERSTATE 278.)



