Duo finds

their voice in
New York City

tis o dark, crisp spring night as I
I lean out the windowsill and onto the

ruaty, weatherwarn fire escape. Qur
American flag, attached to the railing
with twine and duck tape, sways gently
on a passing breeze, Qur 80-year-old
apartment building is in the New York
City borough of Queens. We can lean
out'ef our windows onto the fire escape
and see the busy New York city akyline.
The exquisite profile of the Empire
State Building glows in the distance
with red, white and blue lights as it has
since Sept. 11,

The Twin Tawers, once in our daily
view, would illumine the herizon during
certain sunscts that painted the
evening sky pink, red and orange. The
setting sun reflected ofl the majestic
twins creating a glorious rainbow
“color-show.” Qur mild winter wos a giflt
{ur recavery and clean-up crews at
Ground Zero,

Growing up in Livonia, I enjoyed
snowball fights,
wonderful sum-
mer days and
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cross in Detroit,
We began work-
ing together in
1994, and were
married the same year. After enjoying a
busy musical life in the Detroit aren,
and with numerous oversens tours
under our belt, we relocated to New
York City in the fali of 1999,

We have been on a busy ride - per-
forming, writing, recording, touring,
nnd schlepping gig stuff on subway
trains. The cxperience has tested our
physical and mental endurance, satis-
fied desires and fueled creativity. Life
hna n way of putting you where you
nced to be at o certain tine, a way of
gathering people and like minds togeth-
er to help one another along the way,
giving yeu signs that your hard work
and determination are paying off.
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. In New York: Former Livonia
resident Heidi Hepler-Ramo
and her husband, Michele
“Mick” Ramo make music.
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Special effects: Angela Ransdell (back) of Higleand and Jokn Anton (front) of Novi, watch as Rochelle Kneisley of Livo-

nia applies “blood” to clothing.

Local couple balances family life and filmmaking

BY DIANE GALE ANDREASS]
SPECIAL WRITER

ovie making has become n way of life for o loca)

cauple with three young boys who don’t seem to

tet Hollywood parties and celebrity awe affect
their modest lifestyley.

filming horror nnd psychological thriller movies
pushing them into the L.A. spotlight rubbing
shoulders with television and movie stars.

Their second film, Lurking Terror, will have ita
world premiere at 8 p.m. and 10 p.m.,, Thursday,
May 23 in the Maple Art Theatre in Bloomficld

."Todd and Tommy Brunswick liven‘a Canton-* ~v.- Hills. Reminiscent of the old doys when doublo

townhouse raising their 2-, 4- and 6-year-old sons
and scem like the avernge suburban couple until
they talk about their jobs, producing, writing and

Scary: Casy Harlo poses for a publicity
poster shot for Lurking Terror, a locally-
produced film.

Landis colors her world with jazz and Brazilian beats

Woodward Avenuo and Square Lake Road (on an
extended part-timo basis, ehe adds), a job she has

BY CINDI COOK
BPECIAL WRITER

The name Sheiln Landis probably
rings a bell. That's because Landis is one
of the most Inuded performers in Michi-
gan. She's won nward after nwnrd from
aren organizations, and hns played ven-
ues from Snugntuck to St., Ignace,

The jazz vocalist has been heard at the
Montraux Detroit Jnzz Festival, the
Michigan Taostefcat, and the Birming-
ham Jnzz Fest, among many others.
Landis is featured on relenses {n Japan
ard the UK, and has just celebrated the

twentieth anniversary of her record Shella Landis

inbel, approprintely entitled Shelnn
Records,

And she has a day job, Landis is nlso a medical
transcriptioniat at St. Joseph Merey in Pontinc, at

foatures woro the norm, after the 10 p.m. showing
the theater will run another Brunswick movie,
iker Zombies.

Todd, 32, and Temmy, 31, were thrust into the
film making business after Tommy's business
selling educational books for Dorling Kindersley
Fomily Learning came to an
end. The company was pur-

They now have three films, Biker Zombics,
Lurking Terror and Dumping Ground slated for
the Cannes Film Market, which runs in conjunc-
tion with the Cannes Film Festival. The movies
will be made availablo for distribution worldwide
at the market.

. Todd and Tommy won't fly to Paria for the

" event, but their agents are there through May 26,

The Brunswick's have their own specinl engage-
ment to attend, May 23 with the local release of
Lurking Terror, o horrific story about a young
woman named Betty (played by Angela Ransdell)
who has a multitude of personal troubles, includ-
ing a slim escape from police
after she and her boyfriend
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work following u vacation from  realize the poople are | . oncrs of an evil curse that
his job as medin director at a the creatures.’ { dates back to 1805, On dark
Livonia family-run business, : . 5. nights, when the fog riscs from
He planned to take time off to Todd Brunswzclﬁ the forest, a creature known as

start writing a movie and it

— director, ‘Lurking Terror':

the Evil appears with an insa-

turned out his department had
been axed.

“That threw us full-time into
filmmaking,” explained Tommy, short for Thoma-
sita. “It wasa a sink or swim kind of thing.”

Before they formed Crossbow 5, the couple came
to the job with yenrs of experience working on the

inl end of fil king — mostly i
commercials and industry and corporate videos.

“We always wanted to make our own movie,”
explained Todd.

Their first attempt, Biker Zombies, was
released April 30 and is available for salo on the
Dead Alive Productions label or by going to the
Internet site, www.amazon.com,

Todd wrote the film in three days and it took
only nine months from conception to the sale of
the movie.

More importantly, it marked the beginning of
their lifetime goal to be filmmakers,

“Even when we started dating (in June 1994)
we said we were going to make a movio,” said
Tommy adding that they both graduated from
Livenia’s Churchill High School. L

held for 13 yenrs,

their gui and p

. Detroitors,

clse.

Thesa days, the duo is down to a Latin beat,
with Brazilian music taking conter stage. The
recently issued CD, Colors of Brazil, full of bossa
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1t's music that's at the core of Landis’ existence
though. Shp and musical paviner Rick Mnela,

ducer, aro very n
performing and recording, ns well s being fierce

Even a place ke New York (which Landis has
only visited twice) couldn't pull them away from
thoir home turf (“So hyper you just get tired”, ns
Landia puts it). Landis and Matle prefer doing
what they do in their own backyard to anywhere

tiable b ,

Over the last 200 years, resi-
dents have figured out a grue-
some means of satisfying the Evil. The young

. heroine is forced to battle her captors and cscape

the Evil. .

“Tommy and I grew up with the drive-ins in the
late 70s and early 805 and this is an ode to the
drive-in movies,” explained Todd who wrote the
script and directed the filming.

*“It is o movie that you go into thinkingit'aa
creature movie and you realize the people are the
creatures,” he said,

Tommy credita her dad, Dr. Rudy Hatficld, a
clinical paychologist, for nurturing her love for
movies when she was a child, .

“My favorite thing growing up was going to'
movies,” Tommy eaid. *If my mom was working
nights, my dad would take me ard my little broth.
er to the drive-in.™

Yeara later, Hatfield is realizing his dream of
acting with bit parta in his daughter's movies. He
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Musicians reach out
" The Musicians'0 (MOM)

% of Michis

‘cancer centers; including Kormanos Cancer
Institute and the University of Michi this

“month. Y . : :

. The visitation program operates under the

- sponsorship of the National Bone Marrow
Transplant Link; MOM, and the Karmonos
and University of Michigan Patient Services.

received from muaicians so far has beon very

“officially began conducting musien) visits to '

' 'MOM says that the responscas they've .

- good. They planned to start with 15-20 regional
artists and expand from there, having them’




