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Residents form
hands-on help
group for the Rouge

BY PAUL R, PACE
STAFF WRITER
ppocc@oe.homecomm.not

A group of concerned Farming-
ton aren citizens are forming a
volunteer group to conduct
hands-on remedinal work of the
Rouge River and its many
branches,

The Fnrmmgtan Riparian
Stewards is looking for people
interested in hLlpm;, - even if
residents don't live off the

ouge.

While the Rouge Rescue Day
has volunteers spending a day
cleaning up amall segments of
the river, the Riparian Stewards
are different, said organizer
Spencer Brown.

The Stewards will organize
amallar groups that work more
frequently on individual proper-
ties along the river,

Also, members want to go
beyond debris removal and get
into practieal crosion control and
planting techniques that will
have a more lasting effect on the
evology of the river.

Brown said he started sending
out letters to residents living
along the Rouge in Farmington
and Farmington Hills in late

March. Of the 300 letters he
sent, he hns received about 32
back, with people giving a $56
donation to help pay for start up
costs and mailings.

“There are actually about
1,600 (residences) along the
river, but a lot of them are juet
(on) small streams,” said Brown,
“We want to stick to the main
bodies,”

The first of goals for the group
arc:

B Educate riparian property
owners and others about their
responsibilities and opportuni-
ties for thnncmg the em]ngy af
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Help wanted: Spencer Brown, Betty Cook and Joe
Mantey hope to convince other foll:s who lLive along
water to work together to improve the water and sur-

rounding habitat.

eta of bers on 11 Mile and

the Rouge and d
these things can be applied m.
gpecific locations.

M Assist each other in meeting
these responsibilities,

M Coordinate the efforts with
the two cities' department of
public works, the Friends of the
Rouge and other agencies like
the Michigan Department of
Enviranmental Quality and the
Onkland County Drain Commis-
sion.

The nonprofit group is aiso
looking for people to achieve the
goals while on dry land.

“Right now we've got two pock-

Farmington Road in Farmingten
Hills and some in Fnrmmgtan,
said Brown.
He noted he asked pnoplc to
tell him what is wrong with llmur
|

and
on these types of thing.”

He mentioned onc member has
engincering experience in the
field.

“Anybody who wants to join is
more than wel snid Brown.

propertics and most
involved log jams and erosion.

Brown snid he is especially
looking for folks who have
expertise in the field of rivers,
like people who coordinnte the
Friends of the Rouge and the
Wayne County Department of
the Environment.

“Basically, I'm an interested
inyman,” he said of why he
helped start the group, “I've

He can be reached at (248)
426-8722,

The Friends of the Rouge are
hosting a stream bank stabiliza-
tion courac at the downtotwn
Farmington Community Library
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday,
Junte 29, Attendance is free of
charge, but call Sully of the
Friends at {313) 792-9621 if you
plan to attend.

Film makers invited to compete on ‘Grand’ scale

By SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER
sbuck@oc.humecomm.not

A small group of local film
makers has organized a short
film and screenplay competition
for Detroit talent.

In uddition te prize money, the
winning contestants will have
their films showeased Soturday,
Junc 16 at the Grand Cafe,
33316 Grand River. The event is
opcen to the public,

Lance Kowas, owner of the
Grand Cafe and an award-win-
ning screenwriter, is lending tha
panc! of judges, which also
includes Natnlie Milbrodt and
Jaron Curry. All are from the
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M Film makers cen submit thelr projects of 20
minutes and less or thelr screenplays of no more
than 30 pages for a $25 entry feel or both for

hibitive with our formal guide-
lines,” Kawas said. “Exciting
work is being done on film, video
and digital media, s0 why limit
our search to just one?

Farmington area.

“The ganl of the contest is to
foster the filmmaking talent in
the Detroit area and give this
growing community an accessis
ble forum for participating and
enjoying these great films,” Mil-
brodt said in a relense,

Winners of both contesta will
be posted on the contest Web
site.

“Getting your work in front of

S - T . ’

“ N, ) N

an interested audience can be
one of the most chn!lengmg
uspects of being an

The ser will bo judged
based on their content as well as
their techniceal proficiency.

“Wc Te nxpcctmg some very

filmmaker,” Kawas soid. "He has
participated in national film fes-
tivals for years.

Film makers can subm#t their
projects of 20 minutes and less
or their screenplays of no more
than 30 pages for a $25 entry
feel or both for $40,

“We didn't want to be pro-
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Where staff and students can share their passion for movement

0 * Classes in Pompon,

: Cheer, Hip Hop,
A Jazz/Funk

and “Unique
Fitness Classes”
. ¢ Summer Day
Camps for
f Individuals
or Teams
1 * Try-Out Training
. * Distinctive
Choreography
* No Recitals or
Costly Costumes

¢ Adult Yoga, Pilates

| Saturday, May 18 » 10am - 4pm |

Introducing a new studio with a unique concept...

Grand Openi

.. Any Individual
Registration or

Purchase Over $50

Valld through June 1, 2002.
With this ad only.
. Limit 1 per student.

MID AMERICAN STUDIO

24425 Indoplex Circle
Farmington Hills

248-477-5248

Under the direction of Karen Blozaitis, President, Mid American Pompon, inc.

* Professional, NN
Yet Fun
Instruction /

o Eight Week '
Sessions Available

» State of the Art,
Sprung .
Hardwood Floor

« Rehearsal Space P
to Accommodate -
Large Teams '

* Spirit Shoppe .
with Apparel, AN
Shoes, Poms and
Gift Ideas

Visit www.pompon.com for schedule of interactive .=~ .
demo sessions & grand opening specials, :
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well as some inventive, but

Residents return
with complaints

BY PAUL R. PACE
BTAF? WHI
ppace@oc.homecomm.net

Residents in the Oxford
Estates subdivision once again

Donohuo said evicting the fam-
{ly won'’t solvo the problem of the
home not being completed, but
hinted someone could bo hired to
finigh it if the court ordered it,

Residents speak

atormed the Farmington Hills
City Council Monday, demand-
ing action be taken on a neigh-
bor whose home has been under
construction for the past four
years.

One resident promised angry
homeowners in the upscale sub-
division off Drake Road, south of

12 Mile, will return to overy.

council meeting to complain
until the project is completed.

The city has been embroiled in
lawsuits with Betty and Ajny
Shah on Winchester Court for
more than a year. The next court
hearing is June &, at which the
city will answer to clnims of tres-
passing on the Shahse' estate to
deal with s0il erosion issues.

City attorney John Donohue
told the audience the waiting
will likely continue while tho
city battles out court proceedings
that have been mired in adjourn-
ments in recent months,

“Our hands are tied until
then,” he said. “We have worked
with your association attorney.
We're forced with a unique situa-
tion,”

He said he will ask the court
order the family to move out if
they are living in the basement,
a violation of city code.

Frustrated with the issue,
council members said they want-
ed to have a report of the time-
line of the situation and review
building policies that allowed the
matter to escalate,

“I don't want to sce this hap-
pen agnin,” said councilman
Jerry Ellis. “Lot's see whnt we
ean do.”

Resident James Simpkins,
president of the homeownirs
agsociation for Oxford Estates,
spoke in a prepared statement
for the roughly 60 residents who
stood in support alterward.

He said the Shahs are living in
the basement.

“We fecl we have every right to
como before you,” he said. “We've
gone to mediations to no avail,
We want you to cease giving
temporary living permits,

“We fecl this has been going on
for too long,” he said. “We want
the landscape ccmplclcd and the
front of the house done.”

Botty Shah said she did not
sco the meeting, but said a
neighbor has been ngainst hor
family moving thero from the
beginning.

Shah and her neighbars have
claimed being threatened with
their lives.

Shah said neighbors are
telling contractors niot to work on
her home or are telling them the
family can't be trusted to pay,

“How can I finish this if they
are chopping off my legs?” Shah
said by phone.

She said her home is being sin-
gled out unfuirly by the city, and
added the city gave her a permit
for her and her family to live in
the home while the work was
being finished.

Sheh said her plumbmg IH
nearly done, and she is waiting
for cabinets to be delivered
before she contracts work on the
outside of the home.

RUMMAGE SALES

Mom 10 MDM SALE
he Far

rougher, work from b
Milbrodt snid.

The deadline for submission is
June 1.

For more detaila visit the
Grand Cafe or visit www.sara-
Jjadfilmas.com
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YMCA will hold a Mom to Mom snle 9 a.m.-12:30

p.m Smurdny, May 18 ot the Y. For more information call (248) 553-
020,

UNI'I’ED RUMMAQGE SALE

First United Methodist Church of Farmington will hold a rum-
mage sale 9 8.m.-8 p.m. today, Maoy 16 and 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday, May
17. The church is located at 33112 Grand River,

ALY

s

2o
3

37592 W, 12 Mile Road at Halsted {in Halsted Village) Farmington Hills »

RAFFLES and SPECIALS!
¢ Scrapbook & Rubber Stamping Classes
* Friday Night Crops...6pm to Midnight
(the Crop Zone seats 48...call for reservations)

| 2

Your One-Stop Scrapbook Storel

8-353-0633

\ 4

¢ Crop any time during the day in May for FREE!
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Clip this ad and receive 30% off one item
Not volid with any other offers. With ihis od of time of purchase only. Expires 6-15:02.




