Clean decks

to restore
beauty

ooden decks in poor condition

reduce the value of & house
and are just plain unattractive,
Many conditions contribute to this
deterioration, Proper cleaning will
maintain and restors their beauty
and value,

There are many opinions as to
the best way to clean woed. Here
are a few of the more popular ways,

Most of the commercial deck
cleaning products work protty wall,
They arc convenient and readily
available but can be somewhat
expensive for large arens. Use these
as directod.

Probably the most popular chemi-
cal is good old-fashioned chlorine
bleach. It’s good for removing
mildew, fungi, and algae and is a
rensonably good cleaner when
mixed with other cleaning agents.
About one cup of bleach to every
gallon of water is a good starting
point for this cleaner. Add more if
necessary.

On the down side, sodium
hypachorite (bleach) is used in the
production of paper. It breaks down
lignin, which is the natural compo-
nent that holds wood fiber together.
DO NOT mix bleach with any
cl‘cnning product containing ammo-
nia,

Trisodium phosphate or TSP sub-
stitutes chemically attack dirt.
These can be found at hardware
stores and in paint departments of
home improvement stores. I prefer

" ‘the subatitutes because the phos-

phate in TSP supplics nutrients for
algae in our inkes and streama,
Avoid letting this product enter
storm sewers. TSP can darken
cedar and redweod. Wear protective
gloves and eye protection when
using TSP,

Oxygen based bleach products
such as Oxi Clean are environmen-
tal friendly and = great brightener
and cleaner, I'm not usunlly one to
usc “as acen on TV” products as Oxi
Clean, But this one really does
work and can be found lucally.

Use oxalic acid for removing rust
staina,

Before starting, remove items
from the deck. Sweep or blow away
dirt and leaves including debris
from between the deck boards.
Cover, or better yet, turn any clee.
tric outlets off at the electric panel.
Water mixed with electricity ean
cause injury or deathl Hose down
plants and shrubs.

Soak the wood surface. This helps
keep the chemical nenr the surface
and reduces ovaporation, Apply the
solution with a garden sprayer.
Allow the solution to work for 10 to
20 minutes. Covering the surface
with plastic will help reduce evapo-
ration in very hot, dry conditions.

Use a stiff brush on stubborn areas,

Rinse with a garden hosc orn
pressure washer. Use only enough
pressura to get the job done. Too
much can damage the wood. Prea-
sure wnahers can cause severe
injury. Follow safety precautions
and wenr eye protection. Dilute the

over-spray from plants and shrubs

with fresh water,

Allow nbout 48 hours for the
wood to dry before applying sealer.
There are many fine senlers on
the market. I like Penofin, It sonks
deeply into the surface, dries with a
flexible finish and comes in a vari-
ety of colors, See htipi//www.nufor-

eat.com/Penofin/penofin.htm.

Harry Jachym, a licensed builder,
teaches construction trades to high
achool students and is the gencral
contractor for Habitat for Humani-
ty, Weatern Wayne County.

Since we all seem to ask our
fathers for repair or remodeling
advice, Jachym writea "Ask Dad,"a
column on home issuca ranging
from repairs and maintenance to
building and remodcling projects.
He is @ Plymouth resident.

Send any questions or comments
to Harry at ankdad@rommnt net or
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Your haven: Personal cffects and art depicting favorite scenes and objects bring warmth and intimacy to the home.

A joyful home

Stoddard talks about
creating happy spaces

BY NICOLE STAFFORD
STAFF WAITER

i@oc net

Designer

and how to create “happy rooms,”
showing slides of her design work ns

White space: Above, don't be afraid to use white fabric in the home
and just let the dirt show, said Alexandra Stoddard, showing this
example of a crisp, white bedroom. At right, accl
er Alexandra Stoddard (left) pens a book for a local fan, Cynthia
Hagan of Bloomfield Hills at the Michigan Design Center in Troy.
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newly relensed
book Choosing
Happiness:
Keys to a Joyful
Life and hoat of
the Home and
Garden Televi-
sion network's
Homes Across
America, Stod-
dard
about her book

A new caat of paint, a couple of
throw pillows, a potted plant - interi-
or denign never sounds particularly

cep.

But it does have its more profound
points. Namely, design choices can
affect how people feel in o particular
space and transform their mood and
genera) sense of well-being,

Fur nationally rcnou.ned interior

‘Al n Stoddard, who

recently spoke to an audience of 260
at the Michigan Design Center in
Troy, that concept is a recipe for hap-
piness.

Author of the

spoke

“Our home is our haven. It's our
safe place. It's so important that it
reflect our spirit,” said Stoddard. “As
an interior designer, I have found a
lot of people who are homeless in
their own houses.”

Back to the basics

While Stoddard offered plenty of
unique tidbits about interior design,
she emphasized many basi¢ design
concepts.

For instance, take advantnge of
natural light with windows, window
treatments and mirrors strategically
placed to cap-
ture light.

“No space {8
too wiscrable
or ugly for you
to make it
beautiful and
happy,” she
said,; showing
a slide of a
tiny bathroom

Pleaso sce
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Tour is a creative way to :

see B’ham’s art galleries

Tour may be perfect. The event is
designed specifically to educate art
lovers about the collection of gal-
leriea loca thmughout dﬂwnu:wn
Sixteen gall

and the tour is aultnblo for the
novice and

By LANA M
STAPY WRITER
Imini@ce.homecomm.net
This week's Gnl}l;:ry :I‘oul: in
EXHIBITION BIRMINGHAM, i nr:n 1‘ ,:.gd 1‘:
A GALLERY TOUR ki ledgeabl:

A walking and guided tour via | docents to help
trolley of 16 downtown Birming: | inform guesta
ham art gallerles Is belng held | ghout the city's
from 6-9:30 p.m. on Friday, May | oyer-evolving
17. The event promotes the | 5rt world.
many art mediums located 8t | Thoy'll be

gafleries In Birmingham, Admis-
slon on the tralleys and into
gallerdes Is free. Many galleries
wlll, provide refreshments and
host speacial events. Gellery
maps are located throughout
the city and volunteers wlll
stand at Old Woodward and
Maple to help direct tourlsts to
trolleys and gallertes.

in carc of Susan Stei,
Eaat Maple, Birmingham, 48009.

on trolleys,
traveling from

gallery to
gallery.
If  you're

locking to add
new  art to
your homo this
spring, the 6-
9 30 p.m. Fri-

May 17

Exhibition Blrminxhnm Gallery

Susan Stetnmu

Throughout the evening, volun-
teers from the Culturnl Council of
Birmingham Bloomfield will stand
outaide gnlleries, on the trolleys and
at the corner of Maple and Old
‘Woodward to holp guide tourista.

g The stylc
at The Cowboy Trader, fea-
turing American western
style art, is an example of the
array of mediums at Birm-
ingham’s art galleries.

nrnn’t located in the easily visible
spots, it's much noeded.

Cindy Cheaveos, i Cultural
Council president, said tho tour is
just one way to lot people know that
art gallerys aren't intimidating.

*Sometimes people don't want to
go into a gallory aloene,” Cheaves
said, "Wo want averyone to feel com-
fortable at this ovent.”

Walking tours used to be held in
the clty quite ofton scveral years
ago, but it was just revised lnat
Novenjber. For gallory owners that

ler, Editor (24

The north section of Old Woodward
is known as *gullery row” and does-
n't receive the same number of
passersby 0s those located closer to
Maple Rond — that's why the walk-
ing and now trolley tour was born.
*It's n grandiose cvent,” said Eliz-
abeth Stone of the Elizabeth Stone

- Gallery. “A lot of galloriea nro hoat-
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Gallery participants
have diverse offerings

The following galleries are partick
pating In Exhibition Birmingham, a
Gallery Tour.

Anderson Gallery — Classlc
Afdean artifacts from north, west:
ern and centeat Africa

Artspace {| — Featuring an exhibit
by Fulbright artist Brad Sitverstein
titled Spoken Realism plus scufp-
turss, paintings, prints and arti-
facts

Avonue Gallsy — Unvelling Its new
Robert Girrard collection. Live
musle, wine and hors ¢'oevros d'o-
evros will be served

Bloomfleld Fina Arts — Original oll
paintings in detailed frames plus
antlques, marblo lamps with lead-
ed glass and more

Cowboy Trader — Klaas Verboom
will be at the gatlery to paint and
meet guests

David Keln Gallery — Gallery
Group Show

Elizabeth Stone Gllxory - The
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