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THE WEEK

Art Falr: Mercy High
School holds its annual
art fair today from noon-5
p.m. and on Monday from
3-7 p.m. The art fair, .
which features the
school’s seniors who have
their portfolio on display,
is at 11 Mile and Middle-
belt in Farmington Hills.

Farmington City Council:
Officials will meet Mon-
day at 8 p.m. at City Hall,
23600 Liberty Street. On
the agenda: a demonstra-
tion of an Automatic
External Defibrillator
and a presentation by the
Multicultural / Multira-
cial Community Council.

Farmington Hills City
Council: On the council’s
Monday, 7:30 p.m. agen-
da: public hearings on a
tax abatement for Nissan
Technical Center and
costs for Stockton Ave.
pavement and drainage
improvements; considera-
tion of water and sewer
rate approval for
2002/2003.

School Board: The Tues-
day evening agenda,
taken up at 7:30 p.m.,
includes a report from the
high school start time
committee; review of the
2002/03 proposed budget
and tax levy; and
approuvals of the 2002/03
breakfast program and
non-resident tuition rates.
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GrowlIng: Counselor Ed Spitsbergen listens intently during a group counseling session held at
Growth Works. The center helps teens with addictions to drugs and alcohol.

Back on track

BY JoN! HUBRED
BTAFF WRITER

Jhubred@oc.homecomm.net
Jon was always a difficult kid.

His father and step-mother recall a life-
time of behavior problems, extreme trouble
dealing with

Parents say Pathways transforms lives

By JoN1 HUBRED
BTAFF WRITER

thor- 1 net

few

very worse,

ity figurcs. Then a
years
things started tak.
ing a turn for the

“When we left the
house, everything
had to be locked
down,” Anne Maric,
a Canton resident,
said, “We got calls
four and five times a
day from school. I'd

His parents, he says, lied to him

ago, i :
to get him into treatment for his

See related storles In Taste,
page B1, and Health, page C4

drug and alcohol addiction.

They say he had to be con-
vinced, because they couldn't sign
him in ngainst his will. Now clean
and sober, Jon knows:his parents
did the right thing. And he's con-

alwnys say, ‘I'm sorry"...but what clse can
you da?”

Ocdd behaviors and comments about drugs
tipped off his parents, but they encountered
0 problem when they decided to take their
17-year-old in for drug testing.

*“When I got to the doctor, they snid, ‘We

vineing others that o sober life is n
better one,

“I really didn't want to see I had
a drug problem,” the Canton 18-
year-old said. “I just thought that
was dirty, that’s not who I was,

Pleaso see PATHWAYS, A5

who I wanted to be, I had an
imoge in my head of a homeless

Treatment lets teen succeed

bum,”

1In the virtual lockdown of Path-
ways’ first phase of treatment, he
found himself completely separat-
cd from hia family and old friends.
But gradually, ho saw his own life
in the stories of kids who were far-
ther along in the program, kids
who were living life on the out-

side,

The hardest part, he said, was
going back to his family when he
entered the second phase of treat-

ment.

involved with your family gradu-
ally, That was really tough for me.
I thought they didn’t really love
me because they lied to me at
firat. I had to get used to working
my problem out with them as a
family. In the paat, I vacd drugs
to deal with my problems.”

Now in aRter-care, Jon goes back

“They try to get you

Pleasc ece SUCCESS, A5

ATHENA winner Deichert
wouldn’t change a thing

BY PAUL R, PACE
STAFP WRITER
ppace@oc.homecomm.net

Despite the countless hours of hard
work, time spent away from her fami-
1y and even giving of her own moncy,
Terry Deichert said she wouldn't
change a thing about the time she has
devoted to the Longacre House in

Hillg.

Her volunteor work and being a
mentor to other women will be hen-
ored by being an Athena Award recip-
ient Wednesday by the Farmi; /

to Deichert at a luncheon from 11:30
a.m.-1:30 p,m. at Executive Hotel and
Suites by Best Western in Farming-
ton Hills.

The Athena celebrates an individu-
al who puraues excellence in his or
her business profession and service to
the community as well as supports
women in achieving their full Ieader-
ship potential.

Officinls at the chamber said
Deichert is deserving of the honor for
hur nctwc rolo at the Longacre House,
ly toking on the role of excc-

Farmington Hills Chnmber of Com-

The chamber and bers of the

utive chrc:lnr. :onlnhutmg endless
hours and even giving of her own per-

business cemmunity will pay respects

81/
On board: New Farmington Public Safety Officer
Mark Keeley was sworn in on Monday morning.

Plenso soc ATHENA, A7

officer.

AP? PTIOTO BY Bl BREDXR

Mnrk Keeley was rocontly
sworn in as the City of Farm-
ington's newest public safuty

Keoley, 35, just completed
15 weeks of the police acade-
my at Schooleraft College.

Ho's boon & paid-on-call
firefighter with Farmington
Hills since 2000. He is-alsc

BYBUEBUCK enrolled in an emergoncy
AYY WRITER
.b“ ll ot modical techniclan course

Fire Department.

Home Deliver

with the Farmington Hills

Keeloy's interest in public
safoty began three years ago,
¢ “Back in 1999, T waa read-
ing an Observer article about
the City of Farmington in
need of reserve officers,” Keoe
ley said, “It immediately hit a
_chord inside me and I decided
to attend the orisntation

Schools
chief visits
William
Grace

By SUE BUCK

AFP WHITER
sbuck@oe.homecomm.not

Stato School Superintendent Tom
Watkins visited William Grace Elemen-
tory in Farmington Hills May 15 to
observe how the schoal includes special
education students in general education
classrooms.

“We want to sce inclusion programs nt
work,” Watkins said.

\Vntkma brough( a cunhngcnt from

Pr & A y Ser-
vn:u Inc., a Lansing-based advocacy

“W'ro pleased to have this opportuni-
ty to showense our school,” said Princi-
pal Mark Marowski.

‘The visit was the result of communica-
tion with parent Art Edwards who has n
child in the school's special education
program. Edwards is a weekend anchor-
man for Channel 4. His son, A. J., 7, is.
in Vitas Underys’ class. Edwardas is also
on the United Cerebral Palsy board.

Inclusion in the general educatien
clasaroom has been wanderful for his
son, Edwards enfd, “We've scen a lot of
progress in A, J. since the fall. He's
doing things we hoped he would do but
he is doing them more quickly. He goes
to reading with the first graders cvery
morning. Now he is just finishing up
music with the first graders. The first
graders have accepted him in their class
and he loves being with them. The state
should sce a program which works, Thia
building has been wonderful _T!
embrace the idea.” /

Watkins observed a vnncty of afti '|~
ties. In Fay Stone's fourth grade class,
all children determined how difficult it
is for butterilies to drink. Students con-
structed a lengthy, plastic probpscis to
duphmu.‘ the sucking organ of « butter.

Alung the way, Watkins exchanged
some high fives with students,

“What makes a great teacher?”
Watkina asked students in guest teacher
Becky Wilson's third grade,

The anawera included someone who's
honest, someane who helps you with
words and someonce who gives no home-.
work.

Watkins told fifth graders that they
were the best fifth grade class in the
am:l.o of Michigan. *You guys rock,” he
i

Studenta in Heather Harrington's sec-
ond grade class celebrated Rebecea
Rice's eighth birthdny with “dirt,” plas.

Please see VISIT, A7
ATHENA

Wednesday
in part for
her work at
the Lon-
gacre
House, for
| which she
has been a
volunteer
executive
director
and board
member.

BTAYY Proto 7 Btk BRestan

s Keeley sworn in as 01ty S
| newest pubhc safety officer

meeting. When 1 came homo
that night, 1 knew that this
waa something that I renlly
wanted to do, I attended all
the necessary courses, medi-
cal first responder, police
rosorve officer training and
also becnme a Michigan-certi-
fied fire fighter.. When the
oppartunity presented itself to
do this full time, thero wan no

plmuq sco OFFICER, AD
1 734-591-0500




