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Carson earns accolade

Almn College sophomore Erin Car-
son, a 2000 graduato of Farmington
Hills Mercy High Schoel, was named
to the third team NFCA Division IIT
Central Region softball team,

Carson started all 39 games for the
Fighting Scots, including 27 at first
base and 12 at catcher. She hit .342
with o team-high 29 runs scored, 10
doubles, nine sacrifice bunts and 16
RBL Carson also waa an All-MIAA
henornble mention.

Alma won the MIAA title with a
firat-place record of 12-2 and partici-
poted in the Central Region Division
111 tournament a week ago,

The Fighting Scots defcated Mount
St. Joseph from Cincinnati in the first
game of the double-climination tour-
nament, 3-0, However, they lost their
next two games to Capital University
from Columbus (Ohio), 2-1, and
Muskingum College from New Con-
cord (Ohio), 2-0.

Carson, who is a communications
majer, is the daughter of Scott and
Sue Carson of Farmington Hills.

Stingray swim signup

The Farmington Family YMCA
Stingray swim team is registering
swimmers for its summer long course
geason, a competitive swim program
that runa from Monday, Juneo 3,
through Thursday, Aug. 1.

Team participation is open to any-
one between the nges of 6 and 18.
Participants are required to be a
YMCA member.

Depending on nbility, participants
will swim cither nt the YMCA or locat
high schaol pools, After June 12,
sawimmers in the two higher-level
groups will swim at nn outdoor 50-
meter pool.

For more information, cail Cathy
Warnick at (248) 653-0276 between

* the hours of 9 n.m. and 8 p.m.

Post-season awards

Three membeors of Madonna Uni-
versity's baschall team were selected
to the all-Wolverine-Hoosier Athlotic
Conference ncademic bascball team,

Chris Woodruf¥, a junior outficlder
from Livonin (Redford Catholic Cen-
tral), posted a 3,51 grade-point aver-
age with a major in business. Mario
D'Herin, a junior inficlder from Livo-
nia (CC), had a 3.26 GPA with a
major in educalion. And Eric
Willinmson, n senior pitcher from
White Lake, had a 3.27 GPA with a
major in genceral science, . |

Although Madonna qualified for the
WHAC Tournament, none of its play-
ers were selected to the 17-member
all-conference first team.

Scven Crusaders were honorable
mention all-conference, including
Waoodruff, senior first baseman Joe
Pruchnik {Lutheran Westland), soph-
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STATY PMIOTO BY JIM JAGDFELD
League champ' North Farmington’s Dan Carlson makes a return
shot in a match with Plymouth Salem’s Dave Wallen en route to
winning the No. 3 singles championship in the WLAA tourney.

BY D)\N OMEAEA
domam@oc homecomm.net

North Farmington's last Western
Lakes Activities Asaociation tourna-
ment in boys tennis had the same
result as the previous five.

‘The Raiders went out as champions
Tuesday by winning their sixth consee.
utive title on the Livonia Stovenson
courts.

“Considering we're moving to tho
OAA (Oakland Activities Associntion)
next year and this was our final confer-
ence tournament, the guys wanted to
go out with n North Farmington victo-
ry,” conch Mark Shenton said.

Though they had a number of players
to replace from last year's team, the
Raiders managed to go undefeated
through the WLAA dual-meet schedule
and finish a solid, five points ahead of
Northville in the tournament, 26-21.

“The new people who filled in spots
in the lineup stepped up and won
matches, and the returning players,
most of whom are in different spots,
were very successful,” Shenton said.

North dominated the singles flights,
winning three of the four champi-
onships, and freshman Mike Kaufman
was a semifinalist at No. 1 singlea.

“Our singles have been a strong point
all year,” Shenton said. “At our two
previous tournaments, we won at least
three out of four flights.

“Going into this tournament, we
knew our singles would give us a lot of
points and have a strong showing.”

The Raiders swept the singles titles
at Novi and won three of four at Tren-
ton,

Senior Rab Frankel and junior Dan
Carlson breezed through the Nos. 2
and 3 brackets to the respective cham-
pionships Tuesdny.

Frankel conceded just four games
and Carlson seven in three matches
cach, Both players were No. 1 seeds,

North junior Dan Levy consted to
wins in his first two matches ot No. 4
singles, and he prevailed over top-secd-

[ ] 'I'ENNIS

cd Jonathon Lee of Northville when
Lee defaulted in the final due to leg
cramps. .

“Rob Frankel was extremely impres-
sive,” Shenton said. “Thot was especial-
ly nice for Rob, being a senior co-cap-
tain and moving from four singles up te
;._b\;o singles and still belng a8 Buccess.

M ‘Going Into this toumn-
ment, we knew our singles
would give us a lot of
points and have a strong
showing.’
Mark Shenton
- N. Farmington tennis coach

“Carlson and Levy played two dou-
bles lnst year. In their first year as sine
gles players, they were excited to be in
those spots and made the most of it.
Levy is undefcated and Carlson has
only one loss.

+ “Unfortunately, (Kaufman) had to
flip into the snmo side of the draw as
(Stevenson's) Brady Crosby (the even-
tual winner). Still, getting to the semi-
finais as a freshman is certainly o
strong showing.”

The Raiders had one champion and
two runners-up in doubles competition,

North’s No. 4 team of senior Scott
Bernstein and junior Mike Zakalik
nvcnged na only loss by upsctting

's Steve Cherenekoffl and
Marwan Chnmmuut in the final, 6-4, G-
2, after boating Northville's Lance
Dehne and Jeremy Reisman in three
dets in the semis.

“Zukalik and Bernstein definitely
hnd a great showing,” Shenton said.
“The best thing about their play was
they really closed to the net, took
charge and were aggressive,”

Please seo RAIDERS, C3

2002 good year for Farmington team

BvDANOMzAm
STAFF WRITER

demearaQ@ue.homecomm.net

A setback in ita last game can't avershadow the fact '

the Farmington United girls lacrosse team is having a
very successful seasan,

Coach Mike Mchall's tenm is 7-2-1 in Division C of the
Michigan Women's Scholastic Lacrosse Association and
is 8-3-1-overall,

“I think the s:irls have showed dramatic improvement
over last year,” Mehall said. “They're using the field effi-
cicntly; the prssing and catching is better than it was.

“We've hnd a real fast atart, and we're kinda in a little
Iud] right now. We're trying to go back to a basic skill set
and should end the season with some good wins.”

Farmington lost for just the third time in 12 games
Tucsdny when a first-year team from Flint Powers eked
out n 10-9 victory. .

“They were a little aggressive and took us a bit by
surprise,” Mehall gaid. “We didn't expect the game to
flaw the way it did, and they kindn surprised us. Hope-
l'ully. thul‘wﬂl get us a little more motlvnled for the

omore catcher Matt Rigley (Redford -
Union), sophomore pitcher Joel Halli-
day (Redford Union) and junier pitch-
er Mark Cole (Farmington/CC).

Bryan Kay, a catcher at Siena
Heights from Plymouth Canton, was
also honorable mention.

FPS coaching academy

Farmingten Public Schools will host
o counching academy on Thursday,
June 13, for anyone interested in
attending, especinlly youth, middie
and high school conches.

Brian Gregory, associnte head bas-
ketball conch nt Michigan State Uni-
versity, will be the keynote speaker.
He will talk about building a success-
ful program and developing a family
atmeaphere with athletes from n vari-
cty of backgrounds.

The neademy also will include a
breakout session on topics ranging
from developing a positive relation-
ship with parents, heat related ill-
ness, ine and other
helping nthletes cope with stress,
communication, nutrition and per-
formunee.

The clinic is free of charge. To regis-
ter contact FPS Athletic Directsr
Brian Swinehart by emnil at
brian.awinchart@farmington.k12.mi,
us or by phone at 248-489-3362.

FPS athletic screenings

Pre-participation athletic physical

that will be coming up.”.

Farmington will compete in the quarterfinal round of
the Division C playofls starting Thursdny. The semis
will be played May 30 at Lansing Waverly and the final
May 31 at Bleomfield Hills Cranbrook.

United is currently in third place in the 11-team divi-

Senior §

Ford has 15 goals, junior Lmdsuy

CQ?OSSE Hirzel 12 and senior Stefanie Willemsen 10.

Ono-of.the_team's

nion behind Bloomficld and Waverly. Farmington's
other losses were to Qur Lady of Mercy and Grosse
Pointe North; it tied Waverly.

“Division C hos a varied skill sct,” Mchall snid. “The
four tenms on top are very competitive. On any one day,
anyone could move ahead. Then, we have n major skill
level loss with the newer teams. It takes n while for a
team to really become proficient.

“The top four teams are starting to play o stronger
game. The biggest difficulty we have in Division C is
some newer teams have to learn the skill set of the
game, and they tend to play closer to the guys geme,
which is a little more aggressive, and maybe don't truly
understand the rules of the game. If you have officials
who are well schooled, they will have difficulty perform-
ing well in the game.

*We tend to play better with the teams that play the
gamo more efficiently. It's difficult for us to work with
tenms thot nre not as well schooled in the rulea.”

Farmington has dominated in most of the games it
has won, often outscoring the opposition by a wide mar-

giD.
Sumors Stephanie Yacoub and Katio Ellis are the
leading scorers with 27 and 26 goals, respectively.

Others step forward in
North win over Clawson

By DAN O'MEARA
STAFF WRITER
domearn@oc.homecomm.net

Despite missing four starters, North Farm-
ington monnged to defeat visiting Clawson in
girls seccer Friday night, 1-0,

The Raidera overcame the absence of start-
ing defondera Michele Boothroyd, Ashley
Lynch nnd Brianna Loveland ns well as for-
ward Sara Jakab, all of whom were away on a
school-spansored field trip.

*This was a big win for us,” North conch Tim
Rusael! said. “I was worried about this game

_for a month, because I knetw threo starters an

defense and Sara would be gone.

“Clawson won the state titlo in Division IV
last year, so I know it was going to be a tough
game. It was not a good game te be missing
most of your defense. But we had some other
peoplo step up.”

Nicole Adena acored her ninth goal of the
year with 19 minutes left in the gamo, drib-
bling around a defender on the left wing and
hooking the ball into the net on the far side,

Cl ine Taylor moved from outside mark-

sereenings for Farmington Public
School students are acheduled for 5-
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, June G, at
North Farmington High School.
Screeninga will be done on a first-
come, firsL-serve bnsis. The cost is $16
{cnsh only).

www.observerandéccentric.com

ing back to play sweeper, nnd Jenna Strect,
Nurit Golenberg and Melissa Navas filled in at
the other defensive positions.

*“It was a very evenly-played game,” Russcll
said. “We had a couple atretehes when we
allowed too many opportunities, becauso we
had people playing in spots they're not famil-
inr with. We had a couple lapses, but the

- defenae did a grent job covering up.”

—

] SOCCER

‘
Street and Golenberg played all but a few
minutes of the game, and Navas did a good
anticipating through balls and intercepting
thcm at swppor, according to Ruasell. Gonhn
2 soro sk
made a lomfkey saves, he added.

Meghan Cnlluhnn Lauren Hogan and
Catherine Munaco were standouts in the mid-
field for the Raiders, who aro 6-7-2 overali.

“Since Meghan has been back in the middle,
wo've been playing consistently,” Russell said.
“She’s back where wo need her. We'ro a totally
different team with her in the middle.”

Falcons play well in win

Farmington playcd possibly its best game of
tho senson Wednesday, executing its offense
near perfectly in n 4-0 victory over hoat Walled
Lake Western.

Erica Roso scored two goals, Erin Deroo and
Libby Bohmo one each; Deroo alao had two
ussista and Julie Goettlicher one.

The Falcons, who led 2-0 at halftimo and
improved their overall record to 7.5-3,
appeared in the conches Division I1 statewide
rankings last weok for the first timo this year
in the No, 10 spot.

“Our pnssing game was unbolievably good,” Ralder soccer: Nicole Adena (nght). being defended
Farmington conch Steve Montgomery said. by Katie Irwin here, scored the only goal in North

Ploase sce SOCCER, C3 " Farmington’s 1-0 win.

Erin Blacha, who has been selected as ane of the top
thres players in all but two games,

“There's a consistency in her play and n dedication to
the game,” Mchall said. *She plays cover point, which is
one of the defensive positions, and is definitely commit-
ted to the defensive side of the game and has been
instrumental in our wins.”

Plnying alongside Blacha on defensc is senior Rebecen
York, who nlso hns played a key role in the team'’s suc-
cess, ncourding to Mehall,

“She orchestrates and is a captain down there in that
she plays closer to the goal,” he said, “She can read the
ficld and kinda directs the activity. Between her and
Erin, they have real strong communication.

“We played a strong game against Groase Pointe
North. We were ahead at the half but ended up losing
the game (11-9). They instrumental in kcepin,; the
offensive side of Grosse Pointe to 8 minimum.”

Prior to the playoffs, Fnrmmgtnn cnmpetcd in lhe
Midwest Schoolgirl Games at C; k this

ngainst many of the same teams in its league.

“That will give us some added time to refine some
skills and get us ready for the next couple wecks,”
Mehalt said.
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