v 32737 Weal T

THE FARIANGTCIN G
~. FARMING1OH

 Faimingten Hils.

2 UNIQUE *

CHEF KELLI LEWTON

Planning,
theme, keys

to graduation
parties

¢ would seem this year we have had
more than our normal amount of calls

d party

Many people are planning on pro-
ducing their own parties but are seck-
ing a little help from catering compa-
nies and restaurants to supplement
what they are doing.

This ycar, I am also in the ronks of
hundreds of parents planning a grad-
uation party. Even with all my experi-
ence in party planning, there is cer-
tainly an clement of stress when you
are planning one in your own back-
yard.

I mean how many really specinl
days do you get to plan for in a life-
time? Graduation is certainly up there
with the top five. Planning is the key
to success with your very special grad-
uation day!!

Clearing times and dates with
friends and family well ahead of time

is a wisc idea.

H Some fun r:?;;“nuyor
ideas might oo many s
Include picnlc may arrive at
foods to he. the snmﬁ
. N time if the
served cold so time frame is
that you can to narrow. If
prep ahead and  °roce ;’n;“
notbe fussing . \ont e
over food break up the
Instead of . ;;}:;1\1 o
enjoyIng with 4y havinga
your guests. larger win-
dow of oppor-
tunity for

your listed party hours.

You may even consider sending out
two sets of invitations, perhaps family
and closes [riends at the beginning
and then school friends a couple hours
Iater. Don't forget to get those invitea
out at minimum three weeks before
your porty date!

A graduation is a wonderful occa-
sion to do something fun and creative.
To achieve a good theme you do not
have to be too clever, Take some time
and talk to your graduate, if they like
summer cookouts and being at the
Inke perhaps a beach party with some
fun props like beach balls, inexpen-
sive colored plastic sunglasscs, fun
tropical drinks in bright plastic cups
with festive straws can sccent the
occasion,
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Of course it is important to have
virgin varieties of beverages for your
entire underage guest list, What are
your child's interests? Theater, music,
sports or accomplishments that your
child has achieved can be a good start-
ing point.

The theme could be as simple a8
playing off their high scheol or upcom-
ing college colors. The firet step is to
pick an iden and build on it.

Food ia certainly an important key
factor in any event. Most menus will
be influenced by other factars such as
focatian, time of day, length of party
and theme.

Often I will have a client tell me
“Well it in just a drop by sort of thing
and we don't need real food, just
snack items.” I don't know if T agree
with nll that.

Unless your are specifying on your
invitation, snacks, or dessert, 1
believe most people make the nntural
assumption that you will be serving
food of substance that they might call
lunch or dinner.

The )ast thing yowwould want is
someone leaving your party hungry,
especially if you nre serving alcohol.

Some fun ideas might include pic-
nic foods to be served cold so that you
can prep ahend and pot be fussing
over food instead of enjoying with
your guests. !

You can always supplement what~
ever you make with a few purchased
itemn to help alleviate work as well as
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Too good: Crystal Corte (left) and Megan Garnham, Novi High School 17- year-olds, have some non-alcoholic drinks served by Tbo

Chez bartender, Jeannette Burns.

iminl@oe.ltomecomm.net

resh squeezed Jemonade with real
, sugar is o perfect drink for Libby

| Parks ~ the president of Garden City
High School's Students Against Drunk
Driving.

Even casier, a fresh bottle of water
with a twist of lime is fine too. The 17-
year-old student said one thing is cer-
tain regarding the beverages that will
be served at her graduation party next
month — only adults

they’ll serve at her graduation party.
“We're sticking with the basics too,”
Darnbrook aaid, “Pop and water, but I
love Shirley Temples with cherry
grenadine and Sprite, so raaybe we'll
do something like that too.”
Darnbrook said she belioves many
students will stny sober at prom and
graduation because this year fourth-
and fith-graders wrote the Farmington
High School seniors pleading with
them to not drink and drive,
. “Tha letters really work,” Darnbrook
. anid, “And, we can

will be permitted to
Bip on the wine cool-
ers, Parks has been
involved with SADD
gince her sophomore
« year and plans to

major in special edu-
cation and psychia-
try. Her feclings
against drinking and
driving are strong.

Her boyfriend, Tim
Varner, is vice presi-
dent SADD at Gar-
den City High and
there will be no aleo-
hol at all at his grad-
uation party.

At their school last

have a good time with-
out alcohol.”
Keeping it fun

A refreshing straw-
berry daiquiri with
real fruit — minus the
booze — would plense
most students, said
Redford Union High
School senior Ashley
Kinzel. She's not hav-
ing a big graduation
party, but an elegant
dinner with family
instead. A virgin
daiquiri or soda suits
her fine, Kinzel plans
to major in secondary

year, about /0 stud portici
SADD. This year there’s at least 160
teens who pledge not to drink alcohol
at prom or graduntion parties. Still,
that doesn’t menn they won't have
interesting beverages.

Smoothies, Slurpees, juice and sher-
bet punches — all without alcohol —
were suggested by local students and

chefe.

A arty is a ion of
K-12 success, but it's also a kickofT into
adulthood. Emily Dambrook, of Livo-
nia, hos grand plans for her future and
she won't let alcohol ruin them, she
said, She plons to attend Albion Col-
lege where she'll major in political sci-
ence. DArnbrook is SADD president at
Farmington High School and said she
and her family already di d what

and helping 8]
sober is an important issue for her, she
soid.

Linzi Roberts hopes her family will
rent a Slurpee machine for her big

party.

It's better than aleohol of course, the
Farmington High School student said,
and it would add a fun twist to the
family bash, If she can't convince her
parents on that, she'll still create a
unique event by making cherry cola for
her guests,

“Not the canned stuff,” Roberts anid.
“I mean.real cherry cola with cherry
Byrup.”

The ambitious student is already a
1aw clerk and has brainstormed fun
ideas for her porty. There won't be n
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Alcohol not needed at these grads’ parties

&

Roberts have several ideas for

high school graduation parties.

Putting a little pop in
non-alcoholic

STAFT PROTO BY TOM HomaTex
Creatlve flalr: Marco Conte, owner
and chef of Marco’s Fine Dining in
Farmington and his daughter Linzi

interesting alcohol-free drinks for

drinks

LINZI'S FAYORITE -
CHERRY COKE

crushed lce

1 con (12 ounces) cola

2 teaspoons maraschino
cheny syrup

Divide ico between two tall
glasses. Mix carbonated bev-
erage and syrup. Pour over
ice.

ASHLEY'S FAVORITE -

STRAWBERRY DAIQUIRI

icld: 6 Servinga

1 small can Iimeade

1 package frozen straw-
bermles or fresh quart
strawberrles

1 quart Seven-Up

lce

Put 1 can timeade, 1 can
Seven-Up, strawberries and
ice into blender. Blend all
ingredienta together. Makes
ono batch.

For weaker drinks use 1/3
can limeade, 1 can Seven-Up,
2/3 box of strawberries und

i Tots of ice. Again, blend in
blender. B

lore drink recipes an
how to make the
watermelon punch bow!

(left), Page B2

The world is his dandelion

Vegetarian author/forager has no problem finding food

BY J.M, HIRSCH
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

The only time most peaple forage for
food is when the cupboards aré bare
and they find thomselves scrounging
through the refrigerntor, struggling to
turn n ¢an of peas, moldy bread and
ketchupinto dinner,

“Wildman" Steve Brill prefers to do it
the real way.

This self-taught foraging expert
heads baeks to nature daily to find his
food. And when he goes out to cat, he
jan't bringing back burgers and fries,

Susan Stcnmuclict, Editor 248-901-2576

Ho's fensting on plump most people

considor weegs, T -
Now he'a réady to teach you fo do it,
too. His now book, The Wild Vegetarian.

Cookbook (arvard Common' Press, -
‘500 ° turned into delicacies with littlo effort.

2002, .329.3;5}‘conwinn more
rocipes usk:

find in a grocer's produce section. He
lists more thqp 150 of such wild plants

in detail, -

Brill is talking about milkweed (toss-
ing it with pasta), acorns (serving them
refried, similar to beans), and purple-
apore puftball (a type of mushroom he
serves fried n;\d baked with dairy-free

lants you're not to

Parmesan), :

For Brill, the world is full of food.
Most peoplo don't realize that many of
the planta they try so hard to rid their
yards of not only are edible, but can be

Foraging for food may not be com-:
mon in the United States, but Brill~
saya people around the world rely on it
for atocking their pantry with seasonal
greona and other goodies. :

“Anywhero but America,” he said.

recently, talking by phone from his .-
home in Mamaroneck, N.Y. “The Ger-. ___

mans, tho Italians, the Chinese, the -

Indians, Any culture ... where TV and
entertainment aren’t the only ways to
live, foraging is still common.” e

Brill, who has been vegan aince 1830;
got turned on to foraging back in 19797

“I was bicycling, riding past a park-in
Queens, New York, near where I lived,
and there were thess ethnic Groek
women picking something in the park,”
ho said. “I paked them what they were
doing and it was all Greek to me, But 1
came home with grape leaves and 1
was-excited to have something I eould
ld

T Ploass so0 AUTHOR, B3

ssteinmuelleraoe homecomm net




