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Room, a romantically styled restaurant
in downtown Ferndale.

“There never was,” snid owner Buddy
Orlando, “It's just a good Italian name.”

His parents, Joan and Carl Orlando,
were the founders, 22 years ago, of what
was thon called Maria's Pizzeria in
Dotroit's Roascdale Park neighborhood.
The- family restaurant at Grand River
and Outer Drive becamo legendary for its
old-style Italian specinlties.

That heritage has been preserved ot
Marin's Front Room, s0 named because
the “front room" of the old multi-room
Maria's was where most diners requested
to sit. The Ferndale restourant, a storo-
Iront with seating for 65, is all front room,

The Orlandos, and Maria's “right-hand
man” Mike Beauliou, transformed the
Middle Eastern restaurant formerly at
this apot. Table linens in white with red
napkina dress candle-lit tables (there are
three booths), Grapevines and lights are
strung on wooden latticewark screens. A
nod to Buddy Orlando’s previous carcer —
rock guitariat living in Californin — are the
musical instruments hung on stucco walls,

Menu

A Ferndale High School graduate,
Orlando is delighted his destiny was this
restaurant. He shares the cogking dutics
with Beaulicu, preparing fresh, house-
made bread and al! the fine Italian din-
ing specialties that made Maria's famous.
' The apecialty of the house is the milk-

Popular dishes: Buddy Orlando, owner/ che/“ 0,
in Ferndale, stands in the dining room with

STAr? Pixrto BY Tox lorrurmx
Maria's Front Room
pinach Tortellini, left

and Veal Scaloppini Ala Mare, right.

fed Provimi veal, Orlando said. Sceven
trentments are offered, with Scallopini
alla Mare, including three large shrimp,
the most costly entreé at $18.95. Scallopi-
ni alla Marsala and Spinach Tortellini
are popular dishes on the menu.

Chicken, pasta and pizza are also
available. Weckend specials might fea-
ture veal chop with veal glacé and Porto-
bello mushroonis, ar fresh salmon, sword-
fish, solo and sea bags.

Lunch hours were attempted but aban-
doned, Orlando said. The uneven cus-
tomer response made stafling difficult.
He also maintains that Italian food,
being so heavy, is better suited to dinner.
After eating lunch, “people were falling
asleep ot work,” he claimed, .

Dining at Maria's is an excellent value
because of the extras, including garlic
brend and choice of soup or salad, The
veal and chicken entreés also include o

MARIA'S FRONT ROOM

Where: 215 W. Nine Mile Road, Femn-
dale, (248) 542.7379 .

Open; 5-10 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday,
and untll 9 p.m, Monday

Moenu: Italian dining standards,
including veal, chicken, pasta. fresh
fish and plzza

Prices: Dinnor only, $8,95-$18.95

Extra: Wine made and served on

premises

side dish of pasta or vegetables.

“A lot of people don'’t give you a full
dinner, but I believe the sides ahould be
included. I don't believe in a la carte,”
Orlondo said, .

When Maria's came to Ferndnle six
years ago, the family couldn't find a way
to get one of the city's coveted liquor
licenaes. Then inspiration struck, With
guidance from St. Julinn's Winery in Paw
Paw, Mich., Orlando became n licensed
small wi; ker in the b, of his

restaurant -~ perhaps the first in the
state to make and serve wine on premis-
es. Red, white and blush are the varieties.

*I figured as o microbrewery, we could
let people have wine with their dinners,”
he said,

Orlande was married last year to
Emily, who had served him his birthday
dinner at Forte’s in Birmingham. He's a
fan of different restaurants and cuisines.
Four yenrs ago, when Orlande couldn’t
find Mcxican food in Ferndale, he opened
up Jalapeno Pete's across the street from

Specialtles: Maria's Front Rooni.
dishes Spinach Tortellini, front,~
and Veal Sealoppini Ala Mare,
rear.

Maria’s. His fricnd Don Schultz is th
manager, :

At Maria's, new generations of Italian
food lavers have joined the mony loyal
customers from Detroit, “It's unbelicve
able how they've followed us,” Orlanda
snid.This time, everyone sits in the front
room. N
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2002 Mercury Sable LS Premium

WITH ALL ITS STANDARD FEATURES,

ANN ARBOR
Sesi

2100 W. Stadium Bivd.
"

‘st Liberty
(734) 668-6100
sesiim.com

CLINTON TOWNSHIP.
Stu Evans Lakeslde
17500 Hall Rd.

41 Romeo Plank
(586) 840-2000
stuevansiakeside,com
DEARBORN
Jack Demmer
21531 Michigan Ave.
Betweea Southfield & Selegraph
(313) 274-8800
lemmerim.com
DETROIT

16901 Mack Ave.
atCadieus
(313) 885-4000
bobmaseyim.com
DETROIT
Park Motor
185,00 ‘WoodwardAve,

pposite Paimer Parl
(313) 869-5000
parkmotarsim.com

GARDEN CITY

3

d Rd,
Just West of Metrlman
{734) 425-4300
stuevansgardencity.com

49251 Grand Rlver
1:96 at Wixarn R, (E£1 159)
Two Exlts West of 12 Oaks Matl
1-800-850-NOVI (6684)
varsltylm.com

PLYMOUTH

40601 AnnArborRd,

at-
1-800-550-MERC
hinesparkim.com

ROCHESTER HILLS
Crissman

1185 South Rochester Rd..
Between Hamlin 3 Avon Rd.
(248} 652-4200
crissmantm.com
ROSEVILLE

IT’S ANYTHING BUT STANDARD.

2002 MERCURY SABLE
LS PREMIUM

200-hp V-6 engine
Power-adjustable foot pedals
Dual-stage front airbags'
No-charge leather seating surfaces
No-charge ABS
Double Five-Star Crash Test Rating

FORA/Z/D AN EMPLOYEES
& ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBERS

5269

PER MONTH/36-MONTH LEASE
FOR RETURNING LESSEES

CASH DUE AT SIGNING 51’219**

(AFTER 3,000 CASH BACK)
INCLUDES REFUNDABLE SECURITY DEPOSIT. EXCLUDES TAX, TITLE AND LICENSE FEES.

o 0 Pricing Lease Purchase
o A’P‘I;’:ol:ll"u Cash Back APR
for Returning  Cash Dus on Lezse or tUmited-Term
@ MSRP Lessens** anSigning  Renewal** | Purchase®®® Financing**®
Cougar V-6 $17,495 $230 $1,480  $1,500
Sable LS Premlum "~ 7" | $23,045 . 26! 1,2197554$3,000.T
M E R C U RY Villager Sport $24,995 $271 $1,57 $4,000
i Grand Marquis GS* _" . .- | $24,525° | $284T 60972 77$3,7501 |-
v L y Mountalneer w/ Conv, Grp. | $32,170 $330 $2,265 $2,750 0.9%

est offars

Excludes tax, title, and license fees, See dealer for thelr price, Leases all Include refundable security deposit.

*Driver and passenger front crash test, **Call 1-888-56-LEASE for details. For cash back on a tease and special lease terms, take dellvery from dealer stock by 7/1/2002.
***Not all buyers will qualify for Ford Credlt financing. Residency restrictions apply. For cash back or APR on a purchase, take dellvery from dealer stock by 7/1/2002, See

Bob Maxey
29000 Gratiot
2t 12 Mile Rd.
(586) 552-6000
bobmazeyim.com
SOUTHAELD
Star
24350 West 12 Mile Rd. ]

3 Telegraph
(248) 354-4900
sarim.com.

SOUTHGATE
Soutifg‘ate
16800 Fort Street
at Fennsyhania
(734) 285-8800
southgatelincotnmercury.com
STERUNG HEIGHTS
Crest

36200VanDyke
at 1342 Whe Rd,

{586) 939-6000

crestiinemerc.com
TROY
Bob Borst
1950 West Ma rle
Troy Motor Mal
{248) 643-6600
borstim.com
YPSIANTI
Ses!
950 East Michigan

9 Mlles West of 1275
(734) 482.7133
setlim.com
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