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dysplasia
Our 8- month-old Labrador
® retriever was recently diag-
® nosed with elbow dysplasia.
‘We chose a breeder very carefully to
avoid getting a dog prone to hip dya-
plasia. Wo didn't know we should
have asked the breeder if her dogs
had elbow problems, too. Wo are very
concerned as we learned that our dog
needs elbow surgery. What can you
tell us about elbow dysplasia?
A. Elbow dysplasia is not as uncom-

mon as you might think. It is one of the
most freq

Qutdoor extreme: For the ser:
ous outdoor chef, outdoor grills
can be as-extravagant as this
Home Expo sample that fea-
tures a cutting station and nat-
ural-looking brick facing. The
styles and frills of grills are
becoming as popular as the
outdoor dining set.

Ask the
Vets

agn
forelimb lameness
in juvenile large and
giant breed dogs.

Elbow dysplasia
has received a great
deal of attention in
recent years dug to

Hit the deck
with low-
maintenance,
comfortable
patio furniture

Elbow dysplasin is
a disorder of the
elbow joint which
involves formation of
bone fragments or cartilagoe tears within
the joint. These lesions form due to
abnormal growth of the bones of the
front legs when your dog is approximate-
ly 4-6 months of age.

‘These abnormal pieces of bone and
cartilage, when present in the elbaw,
cause your dog discomfort. A dog with
clbow dysplasia is usually lamo in ono or
bath front legs and may limp after activi-
ty or following a long nnp, Arthritis of the
elbow joint is n complication of elbow
dysplasia and unfortunately is a life-long
condition.

Your veterinerian may be able to ding-
nose clbow dysplasia based on n physical
examination and elbow x-rays. Even with
x-rays and an orthopedic examination,
hﬂlﬁzdin@mis is sometimes hard to estab-

Drs. Jaffe

utdoor living has become a
lifestylo again.

More familiecs are
embracing the backyard;
spending time with kids in
the pool, grilling summer

meals, hosting parties or just
lounging on a deck, Proof of that
trend is incroased salos in high-
quality patjo furniture. And, of
course, with the renewed lifestyle
comes new trends,

It's low-maintenance, lasting, a
little costly and made with vivid
colors to create a light-hearted
atmosphere. Some of the newest
idens are about style, others are
functional. For example, the new
tall, iron pub-style chairs are sell-
ing very well, soid Victor Krawszyk
of Corey Dinette based on Middle-
belt in Livonia and on Rochester
Rond in Troy.

“The pub style version of chairs
and outdoor bars are perfect for
decks,” Krawszyk, the Rochester
manager, said. “The chairs and the
bar are high. People like to sce over
the cdge of the deck, rather than
have s view of wooden railings.”

‘The biggest trend it seems, is the
ahift to sling material over 19908
popular thick cushions.

Sling material is made from
high-quality comfortable nylon and
doesn’t absorb moisture. Unlike
cushions, the material literally
slinga over chairs. It can be washed
with a soft brush and quickly hosed
down.

“And twenty minutes later

Elbow dysplusin is a broad term which
.. indudes several conditions: fragmented
coroneid process , ununited anconeal pro-
cess , or ogteochondritis dessicans, These
may occur alone or in conjunction with
one ancther.

Treatment of clbow dysplasin invelves
surgical removal of the bone fragments
or cartilnge tears. Surgical specialists use
arthroscopes to explore the clbow joint
and remove the offending pieces of bone
or cartilnge. Arthroscopic surgery is less
invasive than traditionnl surgery and
results in a faster recovery nnd less
arthritis,

Does your dog need surgery? If you
elect not to have surgery performed to
treat clbow dysplasin, your dog’s arthritis
will become more severe over time. nce
arthritis of the clbow becomes extensive,
surgical treatment is of little benefit ns
the troublesomo picces of bone or carti-
Inga cannot be removed. Unfortunately,
this usually results in & lifetimo of lame-

. N e PR Gt

Classle: Wrought iron in black and dark green, with thin clean lines, is still popular for out-
door furniture, This set is found at Expo Designer Center.

you're ready to relax,” Krawszyk
said. “It dries fast.”

Plus with a simple cover, sling
furniture can be lelt outdoors dur-
ing winter months.

Both Krawszyk nnd also Casual
Concepts co-owner Tony Chila, on
North Main Street in downtown
Rochester, agree that markot
umbrellas are surging in populari-
ty. Market umbrellas are typically
made of natural colored canvas or
aluminum, sbout 8- foot round on .
an 8- foot- high hardwood or alu-
minum pole, with brass fittings. It

ness.
Medical thernpy consinting of weight
management, anti-inflammatory and
joint protective drugs, and exercise
restriction is used in conjunction with
surgery or when surgery is no longer an
option. When arthritis is severe and con-
ventional surgery is not effective, clbow
Jjoint replacement surgery ean be per-
formed. B‘olh hip and elbow d‘ysp]nsin are

¥ and
the breeding of animals affected with
these conditions,

Most breeders conscientiously sereen
their dogs for hip dysplasia and don't use
doga with questionable hips in their
breeding lines. Breeders should also
screen their dogs for elbow dysplnsin!

‘The Orthopedic Foundation for Ani-
mals evaluates x-rays of canine hips and
elbows for the presence or absence of hip

Plonse see PANIO, C2 oy pyb-style bars with an intricate twist are the trend for

deck-lovers who want a high view over the wooden railings.
This Olympia Bar Counter has two doors in the back and a
shelf. Found at Corey Dinette in Rochester and Livonia.
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Propane or charcoal, barbecuers have many choices

and ¢lbow dysplasin, The OFA keepe n
registry of dogs 24 months of age and
older with hip and/ or elbow dysplasia
and will grade your dog’s hips and
clbows based on the severity of changes
within the joint.

Breeds that have been shown by the
OFA to be at high risk far ctbow dyspla-
sia are rottweilers, Bernese mountain
dogs, German shepherd dogy, and New-
foundlands. In addition, we have seen a
great number of Mastiffs with dysplastic
clbows.

As always, if your dog is limping with
what may appenr as a sprain, we ndvise
that you cansult your veterinarian as
600N a8 possible. Early treatment of
elbow dysplnsia results in fewer long-
term complications.

. Dra Michacl and Tracy Joffe are
Birmingham-Bloomfield Hills- area vet-
erinariana Send gucstions to be
addressed in this column to Ask the Veta,
Observer & Eccentric Ne

B1ATY PrioTO IiY Tox HOTYMIYIR
A personal barbecue grill:
The miniature cast-iron
hibachi with protective
wooden base for tabletop
use allows a diner to
take food to individually
gmfcrrcd measures of

805
East Maple, Birmingham Mi 48009, Or
email askthevets@junacom.

pairs from Sur La Table,
(800) 243-0852,

BY NORMAN PRADY
SPECIAL WRITER

Along with robins, woeds
and worms, spring brings
renowal of the great barbecue
debate: Charcoal vs. propane.
The decision might be in your
wine glass.

If you want to sip and chat
with your guests, go with char.
coal, snid Marin Alberti, man.
ager of the Thisisit Shop, a
grill storo in West Bloomficld.

Barbecuing “is not just about
the food,” Alberti said. “It's
social thing. So stick with the
grill that takes longer to get
ready. It's about enjoyment.”

Visit with your guosts, sho
said; talk about the Red Wings
while you wait for the coals to

ow,

But Alberti isn't blindly
loyal to charcoal.

“Charcoal people think

they'ro doing something true,
but if I didn’t sec what kind of
grill the food was cooked on, 1
couldn't tell the difference.”

On the other hand, she
knowsa that charcoal people
believe their method gives the
food extra flavor, and she rec-
ommends briquettes that
haven't been chemieally treat-
ed in any way or natural lump
ch

arcoal.

8he nlso likes wood chips
ndded to charconl for “an extra
notch of flavor. Cherry and
hickory. Mesquite for chicken
and ribs.” .

And she likes propane.

“When you talk about gas,
there are threa difforent kinds:
One that uses specinl bri-
quettes, one that'uses flavor
bars, and the infrared.

*Deovoted charcoal users tell
mo that infrared gives the beat
stenk taste. The high-tompora-

san Steinmueller, Editor {248) 901-257¢

for cooking food. (Some

That which we call a barbecue

“Barbecue” is the name of an open-firé stove-like cooking
unit, such a8 an outdoor grill, apen pit or brick hearth, used

prohibit in.g d fire

uau plana.)

senfood or landfood over fire.

pits, eo check local regulations before you make your pig-ronat

“Barbecue” also is the name of what is being cooked, and
the name of the event where a fire is cooking something. “To
barbecue” is tho name of the action of broiling or roasting

“Texns barbecuo” is beef brisket overcooked to shredding
and then covered in a tomatoey sauce,
Thu“ wn,rdL likely comes trhou‘r back yards from the Ameri-

of the Tuino tribe of

island group that i

, 1R L]
the Arawak people of the Greater Antilles, the West Indics
dea Cuba, Jamnica, H

and

Puerta Rico,

ture infrared onorgy pierces
the meat and the juices are
cooking inside.”

It's from Thermal Engineor-
ing Corp., Alberti said, adding

that use of an infrared grill
definitely will cut into the
cocktail hour,
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