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Driver in fatal chase faces prison with plea agreement

BY JACK GLADDEN
« BTAYY WiuTER
Jgladden@oc homecomm.net

A 39-year-old Fnrmmgton Hills man
has entered into a plea agreement with
the Wayne County Prosccutor’s office in
connection with the denth of an 8-year-
old Garden City boy, after a police chase
that started in Canton in February
2001,

John Stoven Moffitt has agreed to
plead guilty to a reduced charge of sec-
ond-degree murder with a sontence
rnngmg from 22 to 40 years. Sentencing
is set for June 6 before Wayne County
Circuit Judge Ulysses Boykin.

Wayne County Prosecutor Mike Dug-
gon called the agreement fair to both
sides given the facta of the case.

“I think 22 to 40 years is o very good
sentence,” he aaid.

Moffitt had originally been bound
aver for trinl on o chnrgu of first-degree
murder and receiving and concealing
stolen property over $1,000,

Moifitt was the driver of a stelen
fatbed truck that was being chased by
Canton Police when it ran a red light on
Cherry Hill and Venoy in Westland and
was struck by a Chevy S-10 pickup
truck going south on Venoy.

A passenger in the pickup, Travis
Miles, 8, of Garden City was killed in
the crash. The driver of the S-10, 25-
year-old Michele Burgess, a neighbor
and longtime friend of Travis' family,
received minor injurics,

The incident started when Canton

Police were called to a construction site
near Cherry Hill and Beck roads about
8:20 p.m. on Feb. 10 on a report of o
theft in progress, At the site police
stopped .two vehicles that appeared to
be loaded with construction material.

Two suspectz in one truck, Joseph
Foreman, 64, of Farmington Hills and
Virgil Cugle, 47, of Detroit were taken
into custody without incident. They
were Inter charged with felony lareeny
and obatructing police and misde-
meanor lorceny respectively.

When an officer asked Moffitt and
another suspect, Joseph Respondek, 43,
of Detroit for identification, MofTitt, who
wan driving the truck, accelerated and
struck the officer, The truck then head-
ed east on Cherry Hill with police in

pursuit, The chase continued east on
Cherry Hill at apeeds of 35 to 60 miles
per hour until the erash at Venoy.

Respondek was later charged with
felony larceny and obstructing police.

Duggan called the plea agreement
with Moffitt “an excellent result ... a
really important message.”

“Had MofTitt pulled over when police
tried to stop him, he probably would
have been icted of stealing shingl

crash that he supported the police deci- ¢

sion to pursue. He said if the police had
simply let Moffitt drive away, he could
just as likely have tried to rob a conven-
ience store and shot the clerk.

“Then you'd be asking why your police
left them get away,” he said then.

Canton Public Safety Director John
Santomaure eredited Duggnn with tak-
ing tough stance in thls cnxe

and gotten probation,” Duggan said. “If
you choose to flee a police officer at high
specd, you run the risk. I'm not going to
blame the cops. The fault is with the
criminal who is fleeing ond after thin
sentence, there shouldn't be any ques-
tion of that.”

Duggan said shortly after the original

“Hi i ofa ] warrant in
this case sends B very clear message,”
he said, *that in Wayne County, vehicle
pursuite will be prosccuted to the full
extent of the law.” ’

Moflitt's attorney, Marc Hart of Royal
Oak, was in court Wednesday and was

Brightest and best honored at breakfast

BY SUB B‘UCK
-hu :k@oe hnmecomm.nel

The sun streaming in fram the

many windows at Glen Oaks

. Country Club in Farmington
Hills lit the area where 26 of
Farmington Schools’ brightest
and best students were honored
Thursday morning.

Etudcnu at the annual Super-
dent's Awards of Excell
hreukfnal were products of their
own drive and focus as well as
the care and love of the parents
they brought with them and the
teachers ench chose to honor,
Administrators also attended the
ceremany, which recognizes high
achievers in acadomics, citizen-

ship and scrvice,

‘The early morning sun lit
overyone in the room equally,
almost symbalic of the how their
lives intertwined.

“The Superintendent’s Awards
of Excellence represents those
who always do their best at what
they do best,” Farmington School
Board President Cathy Webb
said,

Superintendent Bob Maxfield
introduced the atudents after a
short speech praising their “col-
lective effort.” He challenged
them with-the responsibilities of
being high achievers

Maxfield rend “Prayer for Chil-
dren,” a poem by Ina Hughs that
hightights the different worlds of
the haves and have-nots of socie-,
ty, the children of priviloge ahd’
the children of poverty.

In part, Hughs writes: “We
pray for children: who have no

on his life.

safe blanket to drag behind
them, who watch their parents
watch them dic, who con't find
any bread to steal, who don't
have any rooms to clean up,
whose pictures aren’t on any-
hody's dresser, whose monsters
are real.”

Students are nominated by
building committee. It's possible
for u student to receive the
award once when he or she is in
middle school and ence in high
school,

The award winners, their
grade and the teacher cach hon~
orod follow. The teach

Saylng thanks: Honoree Matt Elsey chase Harrison
teacher Susan Schultz asa teacher who has an impact
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Warner Middle Schoel, Dave

er

B Sophie Besl, 10, North
Farmington High, Christine Hos-
man

MW Cassandra Cook, 8, East
Middle School, Beth Iatrou

W Erin Deroo, 10, Farmington
High, Kelly Boyd

W Chris Dichl, 9, Harrison
High, Catherine Cordle

® Matt Elsey, 12, Harrison
High, Sue Schultz

8 Theodore Hicks, 8, East Mid-
dle School, Michelle Todorov
from La mgnn Elemcnmry

from the same schoal the student
attends unless otherwise noted,
M Shideh “Sherry”™ Almasi, 8,

o P: (Nina}
8, Power Middle School, Debbie
Calanchi

W Josoph Kimsal, 8, Enst Mid-

ta
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not available for comment at press time.

Parade highlight

dle School, Maria Koeppen

W Priti Kothari, 8, Warner
dedlc School, Tami Burnnger

W Anne Licberman, 12, North

Farmington High, Michael
Hurner
McCandlish, 8,
Dunckel Middle School, Karen
Halberg

L] Knﬁherina Mitchell, 8, Power
Middle School, Michae) Ehinger,

@ Natalic Olesko, 11, North
Farmington High, Jeflf Dwyer

W Bryan Proven, 12, Farming-
ton ngh, Jennifer Goshorn

M Teju Rudraraju, 8, Power

Middle S:hwl Joshua Wells

M Aaron Russ, 8, Dunckel Mid-
dle School, Clnudin Doughty

M Clara Soymour, 11, Farm-
ington High, Jeff Dwyer

W Kobey Shwayder, 11, Harri-
son High, Mike Teachman

M Humzoh Soofi, 8, Warner
Middle School, Tom Seremet

B Alexander Springer, 10, Har-
rison High, Toi Banka

@ Kiraten Vestrand, 12, Farm-
ington Alternative Academy,
Dianne Duthie

M Eric Zanotti, 8, Dunckel
Middle School, Susan Lynn

W Jason Zeldes, 9, North
Farmington High, Claudia
Doughty from Dunckel Middle
School

W Stephanice Zoltowski, 9,
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Local beauty: Miss Farmington, Tracy Finlayson
waves to the crowd. The parade was her last local
appearance before a June 2 picnic send-off for her
trip.to the Miss Michigan pageant.
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Farmingten High, Joe Jordan

from Power Middle School
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on a great selection of spring styles
for you and your family.

women’s designer apparel now 50% to 70% off*

*Savings on original prices, as idontitiod by signs: no mada on ptior
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