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Parents, students await word on closure of St. Michael’s

BY DAN WEST
BTy
awest@oc.homecomm.net

: Southfield's St. Michael's
Latholic School's final days are
_marked with sadness and confu-
+sion, s purents waited for con-
1 firmation that the school is clos-
iing for good after this achool
year.

1. After months of speculation,
1that confirmation came Thura-
tday. Archdiocese of Detroit
rspokesman Richard Lasko snid
e school will close when class-
8 end Tuesday, June 11,

Some parents, like Beth Rae-
'Donnell, didn't wait around for
\Thursday’s announcement. Sov-
~aral months ago, she enrolled
Sher children elsewhere for class-

Rac-O'Donnell, a mother of
ree children attending St.
ichael's this year, has made
rrangements to aend them to
+Our Lady of Sorrows School in
Farmington in the fall,

“It's sad to ace this happen,”
said Roe-O'Donnell, an assistant
Southfield city nttorney. *“I had

“to have them sent to another
achool.
., "It'l add some driving time for

ug, but there are n number of
other families sending their chil-
dren there (Our Lady of Sor-
rows), so we'll develop some sort
of ¢car pool.”

hdl,

Parents and former students
said they will miss the 62-year-
old school when it closes,

Diane Richard remembera the
1880s when en_x;ollment c_?nli!-

For months, the
which controls St. Michael’s
Catholic School, lelt parents
hanging, Laskoes said a reviow
process waa campleted and Arch-
bishop Adam Maidn hnd to
authorize the closing decision

fore Thursday's announcement
was made,

St. Michael sent letters to par-
ents around Easter, explaining
the potential closing of the
achool. In recent wecks, media
reports listed St. Michael’s as a
target.for “potential” closure.
Before this information surfaced,
some parents already were
exploring other schools for their
children. They understood the
school’s struggles since enroll-
ment dipped below 200 students,
The achool currently has 178
students,

“Most of our students have
beon taken care of for next year,”
said Principal Joseph Lang
before Thursday’s announce-
ment. Lang, a veteran educator,
also serves as a church deacon,

tently d
Richard served as a third-grade
and substitute teacher at St,
Michael's and also sent her two
children there.

“I just felt really geod about
what the school did for our kids,”
said Richard, who has since
moved from Southfield to
Wolverine Lake, “It was a fami-
ly-oriented school, everybody
looked out for each other and
there was n lot of respect for
each other.

“I'm surprised to sce this hap-
pen, but you have to do what you
have to do, We'd all like to see it
open, but we're not doing the
booka,”

Rae-O'Donnell, Richard and
their husbands «ll attendod
Catholic schools for most or all of
their K-12 education.

“I've always felt it was a gift
from our parents, and it was a
gift I wanted to pass on,”
Richard said.

The achool’s closing near 10
Mile Rond is tough for its alumni
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their own costumes.

r leading
the way, the kids from Rhyymes and
- Reasons arrive for a tour of the dental
office. At right, “Woody”, al
as Dr. Roman Shlafer DDS, and his
| “staff dressed up for youngsters tour-
- ing the dental office last week. Pooh
| (Mary Beth Richard), Tigger (Sandy
~ | * Acosta), Minnie (Mary Penberthy),
.| Mickey (Sharom Montagna), Jessie
(Julie Kilke), Lucky (Kim McIntosh)
and Poli (Kimberly Duffie) even made
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as well. Rac-O'Donnell said her
oldest daughter, now di

graduate of there and got a great
d ion,” Rae-O'Donnell said.

Farmington Hills Mercy High
School, is fond of her time at the
school that may soon become ne

more.
“It's very sad, my dnughter is a

“Now she’s doing really well in
high school.”

There was some speculation
that St, Michael’s may merge
school operations with St,

Bede's, another Catholic K-8
school on 12 Mile Road in South-
field. St. Michael’s Principal
Lang said that is not going to
happen and the option is not
under consideration by the arch-
diocese. ¢
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Florida Sweet Corn, Very

at it's peak of quality and flavor!
Ripe and Siweet Strawberries, Bing Cherries and
Mouth Watering Sweet Watermelon!
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w This informational gulde

i It's people, places and what

Don't miss beingga part of this
INFORMATIONAL GUIDE!

Farmington Dbserver

It’s all about Yo!

will not only be a tribute to
Farmington/Farmington Hills,

makes it a great place to live,
work and ralse family, it will
also feature a segment

Festival,
This very special section will

dates and times of Festival
events and all the important
information it contalns.

It you are in business in
Farmington/Farmington Hills,
this sactlon s a must for you—

Reserve your

by
Friday, June 14,
2002!
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