All-star quintet
plays Michigan
Jazz Festival
benefit

an Jordan isn't worried about
rehearsing for a Father's Doy
g Jazz Brunch at Scheolcraft
College in Livonia. After all, the Troy
i bassist is playing with a group of sca-
soned musicinns he's worked with for
many years.

Every Wednesday night, three of
the five - Southficld pianist Matt
Michaels, Farmington Hills drummer
Jerry McKenzie nnd Jordan — perform

several sots ns
the Matt
Michaels Trio
at Ron's Fire-

Father's Day
Jazz Brunch

What: Music by | gide Inn in
Dan Jordan, Jery | Westland.
McKenzle, Matt Both of the
Michaels, Larey | gther quintet
Nozero, and John- | members =
ny Trudell trumpeter

When: Noon to Johnny
3 p.m. Sunday, | Trudeil and
June 16, gourmet | guxophonist
brunch noon to 1 | Larry Nozero
p.m. ~ frequently

Whero: Water- | guest with the
man Center at | trig,
Schooleraft Col- For the last
lege, 18600 Hag- | cight years,

gerty, between Six

800 Soven Mie, | pordan played

first with Jack

Livonia Brokensha
Tickots: $25, | then with

proceeds 1o bene- Michaels.
-fit the Michigan | Bofore that he
Jazz Festival July | \wagsin the

21 at Schoolcraft | houge bond at
College in Livonia. Baker's Key-
Call (248) 474- | poard Lounge
2720 or (734) in the 1960s
459-2454 and 70s laying

down the beat
for legends
like Nancy Wilson and Sonny Stitt.

“I can’t aay what we'll be playing at
brunch because it's not casy to
rehearse with all of us being so busy,”
said Jordan, “That’s part of the
charm, We're improvising so it will be
fresh. For the five of us music is a
passion. We've played together before.
I've known Matt Michaels since 1958
when he was playing at the Caucus
Club and I was al the London Chop
House down the street. We know cach
other well enough we should be able
to do it completely professionally.”

McKenzie couldn't agree more and
he's worked with the best, In the lato
19508 and early 1970s, he did two
tours with Stan Kenton then many
more with Glenn Miller and Jimmy
Dorsey. The highlight of those years
was winning back-to-back Grammy
awards with Kenton for West Side
Story and Adventures in Jazz, both on
Capitol Records.

“I'm excited nbout the group, on ol}
star group,” said McKenzie who's
worked as a court officer/bailifl for
Farmington District Court since retir-
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Seasoned muslclan: Dan Jor-
dan lays down the beat for an
all-star quintet playing a
Father's Day brunch to benefit
the Michigan Jazz Festival,
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‘takes clay
to new
heights

By LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER
Ichomin@oc.homecomm.net

“Everyone has a duark side,” anys
Mark Chatterley as he glancea
around at the sculpture in the Ply-
mouth Community Arts Council
gallery. v

Visitors might agree if Chatterley
were showing his usual haunting fig-
ures but two of the largest cloy works
in this exhibition bring a smile. In the
lobby a six-foot tall crow seems
matronly with a dozen smaller birds
at its feet. Inside the gallery, a five-
foot-tall blue dog bega children of all
uges for o hug. A

At first look, the light-hearted auto-
biographieal pieces literally dominnte
his one man show, Textures: New
Work, continuing through June 8.
Chatterley is pushing the limits as he
always does, this time with scale. It's
no wonder he goes through 16,000
pounds of clny a year.

Then the eye catches a glimpse of
another facet of the artist. Dozens of
birds peck at a larger than life Gigure
in the Gathering of Crows.

“The figure behind the crows is sort
of o self portrait,” said Chatterley. I
started doing crows beenuse they've
been hanging around the house. They
dive bomb you when you walk out of
the house. When I put the monster
crow outsidoe, it scared them all

away."”

Chatterley admita he probably
should have given some thought to
scale before attempting tho bird. As
always his sense of humor is keen
when speaking about the clay art.

“The crow in the lobby it took two
football players from the high school
to help me load it into the kiln,” said
Chatterley. "It takes 200 gallons of
propane per piece to fire. The clay ia
made in Detroit from my formula and
doesn’t shrink a lot.

“The hard part for the dog was just
getting it in the kiln which is the size
of a small car. The big blue dog is my
studio dog Snoopy who watches me
work hour after hour. I had a model
80 I made him.”

Chatterley oten draws on the situ-
ations surrounding him — that and
his rendings. Spirit Form is reminis-
cent of totems, in this case stacked
with bird-like figures. Chatterley’s
work is recognizable by his signature
brown and blue glazes. He adds sili-
con carbide and sand to the formula
which makes it bubble like lava when
fired. The result is a crater-like tex-
ture that makes the work look as if

81,
Size counts: Mark Chatterley reaches for the sky with this six foot tall crow (above), while view-
ers of all ages will want to hug this five-foot tall dog (below) by Chatterley. In the background is
one of the artist’s latest wall tile paintings.

R

dug from an archacological site,

“I'm inspired by elements of my life,
quantum physics, and repeating
forms, said Chatterley. “I'm trying to
explain what it is to be human, spiri-
tually, emationally. The Spirit Form 1

raku works with figures decorating
the exteriors. He will talk about the
early ns well as now work at an
ArtReach Luncheon Friday, June 7,
at the arts council.

. mouth Salem High School, got me

“Pcople ask me, ‘sv once you've
made the biggest crows what's next?
T'll probably go back to stacking fig-
ures. Why figures? When 1 was going
to school Abatract Expression was at
its height so you have to reject your
teachers' work.”

Even before carning a bachelor and
master of fine arts at Michigan State
University, Chatterley was lenrning
to draw the figure at the aris council.
Showing his work there is like coming
full circle for the Willinmston artist
who grew up in Piymouth.

“I began taking art classes at the
arts council 25-ycara ago then my
teacher, Richard Saunders at Ply-

hooked on clay,” said Chatterley.
That was more than 20-years ago.
Chatterley’s been doing clay profes-
sionally ever since in his Williamston
studio surrounded by 13-acres of
grounds filled with his sculpturea.
Many days this prolific artist rises at
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was thinking about Sh prac-
tices, the dream world and spirit
world and soul. These figures are
menacing with the beaks. These
thinga conld protect themselves. I like
the duality, the nice and not so nice.”

Birds return to Chatterley’s work
again and again, Soveral years ago,
he was selling wheel thrown birdzoid
sculptures at the Ann Arbor Street
Art Fnirs, the most prestigious of the
three shows. Chatterley began his

Textures, New w'nrk

‘What: Artist Mark C
palntings
‘When: Through Saturday, June 8

maouth

exhibits large

Where: Plymouth Comsunity Arts Council, 774 North Sheldon at Junction, Ply-

and tile

Meet the artlst: C

ves a slide pi
part of the ArtReach Luncheon serles 11:30 a.m. friday, June 7. Tickets, $135,
includes lunch, For tickets, call {734) 4164278

and talk as

carcer as a potter ing large-scalo

Art fairs tempt visitors all summer

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WAMIR
Ichomin@oe.homecomm.net

1t's the start of the art fair season
and Joyce Kuretsky couldn't be in o
better mood. Maybe that's why the
West Bloomfield watercolorist has
been dubbed the happy printer. She's
almost gleeful when talking about
showing her “abstracts based on real-
ism" at more than a dozen faira this
summer including Livonia's Arts &

Crafta Festival Saturday-Sunday,

June 8.9, at Greenmead Historical

Village, Newburgh south of Eight
Mile, For information, call (734) 486~
2536.

But Kuretsky's no exception, Hun-
dreds of artists around tho aren are
excitedly preparing to sell their
warea al outdoor shows in Rochester,
West Bloomfield, Farmington Hills,
Plymouth, Ann Arbor, Franklin, and
Birmingham. Each has its own

Sharon Dargay. Edi

charm,

The 26th annual Livonia festival
foatures Ecuadorian and New Age
music, puppet shows and hands-on
art activities for children along with
140 artists from 10 a.m. to § p.m.
bath days, Tours of the village's his-
toric homes and churches offer the

* opportunity to step back to a timeo

wheon the horse and buggy gave real

m

Livonla Arts
Festival:
Bethany
Adams of
Westland
shows her
lampworked
beads at
Greenmead
Historical
Village.




