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Paul Revere and The Ralders and more rock Freedom Hill-

Bl’ BRENDA DOMINICK
STAYY
bdnmmlck@\)o homecomm.net

. Paul Revere's his name, and
raiding is his game,
 Unlike the original Paul
Rovere who's life was nbout
mdustry. politics, and communi-
ty sor\'lco, this one was sbout
Rock n’ Roll, entertnining, nnd
helpmg herocs.

'"Revere grew up in Caldwell,
Idaho, the youngest of five chil-
dren, He taught himaelf to play
the pinno by listening to rhythm
and blues songs on the family
radio. By age 19, Revere had
formed Idaho's only rock n' roll
band, The Downbeats, and
began entertaining dance halls
across the Pacific Northwest.
The Downbeats then became
Paul Revere and The Raiders.

. In the summer of 1971 The
Raiders’ recording of Indian
Reservation sold nearly 4 million

copies, moking it the biggest
selling record for Columbia
Records in 10 years. The song
was written by n Cherokee Indi-
an and personal friend of
Revero's.

Kicks, the band’s first anti-
drug song, is nlso another
favorite of Revere's,

Though Revere has never had
any professional singing or gui-
tar lessons, he believes this is
quite the norm for most musical
talents.

“I think most musicians arc
aelf taught,” he said. “Either
you're born with it or not.”

At 64, Revere lives with his
wife of 23 years in Boise, Idaho.
They have a 40-year-old daugh-
ter and a son, 37, who was also
in his band for aix years,
Revere's wife often follows him
and his gang across the country
with their motor home to sup-
port the band nnd help transport

Grass Roots, The Turties
When: 8 p.m., Friday, June 7

Mound, In Sterling Hal

Freedom Hill concert
What: Oldles rock concert with Paul Revere And The Ralders, The

Where: Freedom Hill Amphitheater {inside Freedom HIll County
Park), on 15000 Metropolitan Parkway (16 Mite), three miles east of

ights
Tickets: $25-$45, Call t586) 268-7820.

some of thelr cquipment.

“We can't earry thousands of
CD’s on our motorcycles,” Revere
laughed.

Revere and his raiders have
presented concerts at least 200
days a year for the last 45 years.

“When we started, we played
music along the lines of rhythm
and blues,” he said.

But then, in the mid 60s, when
the Beatles brought in the
English invasion, he said, “Our
praducers started molding the
sound with the current trend,
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such as Three Dog Night.”

“We've recorded everything
you can imngine.”

But the one song that truly
“hits home” with him is Indian
Reservation, written by a Chero-
kee Indmn and personal fricnd of

vere's,

“Ride to the Wall,” is an annu-
al ovent in which thousands of
motorcyclists from all over the
world toko a ride up to The Viet-
nam Veteran's Memorial Wall in
Washington D.C. with Revere on
Memorinl weekend to support a
main cause. The cffort is to
demonstrate for the full account-
ing of all POW-MIA's, veteran
issuce and honor the men and
women who served in the Viet-
nam war. It is especially held to

remoember those who gave their
lives for their country.

Just after the ride to Washing-
ton, the group does a free concert
in front of the Lincoln Memorinl.
All of the net proceeds from this
concert and event goes to veter
an outreach programs.

“Its probably the most reward-
ing concert we've ever done,”
Revere said. “It will remain my

project till I die,”
For information about this
organization, visit

www,ridetothewall.com,

Within the Ride to the Wall
album, relensed about a year
ago, there are three original
songs that were written by actu-
al veterans.

In addition to being a leg-
endnry rock singer and active
motorcyclist, Revere likes to ski
with his svife in winter.

Most of his band membera,
although not eoriginal, have been
playing with Revere for o long
time, including one of his guitar
players, a Roider for 28 years,

Revere says a variety of age
groups attend his concerts.

“In most markets, there's usu-
ally an oldics station, so kids are

exposed to it,” he said.

“There's a lot of kids whu
enjoy the original rock sound,
Most of the parents probably Ilve
in a time warp like me and listen
to the stulf they grew up with.”

The chemistry of Revere's fun
loving personality has boen a
major force in the Raider’s popu:,
larity. Known a8 “The Last Mad-,
man of Rock n’ Roll,” Paul mixes
up comedy wnth his high energy
brand of Rock n’ Roll music.

“We juat try to have a big
party,” he says.

Paul I(cvcm And The Raiders,
The Grass Roots and The Turtles
will be in concert at 8:00 p.m,
Fridny, June 7 at Freedom Hill
Amphitheater (inside Frecdom
Hill County Park) in Sterling
Heights. The show is sponsorcd
by Oldies 104.3 WOMC and The
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers. Ticket Prices are: $26-$45.
For more information, call (586}
268-7820.

“We are going to play every-
thing you (the fans) can remem-
bor." Revero said,

“I'd like to sec everyone come
out. We're luokmg forward to
seeing the gang.”

Bluegrass, classical meet in
Beverly Hills DSO concert

If you think classical and blue-
grass music are on two separate
ends of the musical spectrum,
think again.

The two genres actually get
along very well and two leg-
cndary, “classical crossover™
musical artists — double bass vir-
tuose Edgar Meyer and master
mandolinist Mike Marshall —
will prove the point in o special
presentation of the Detroit Sym-
phony Orchestra.

Scheduled for 8 p.m., Thursday,
June 13, at the Seligman Faraily
Performing Arts Center in Bever-
ty Hills, the DSO is calling the
event an “informance” because it
will combine an informal music
perfermance and an informntive
discusaion with the musicians,

Meyer and Marshnll are world-
class artists who have collaborat-
ed over the last several years on
fusing clnssical, bluegrass and
other traditiona) musical styles,
to grent critical and popular
acclaim, most notably on the
Grammy-nominated album Shor?

Trip Home, They will discuss the
seemingly unlikely marriage of
classical and bluegrass music.
Larry McDanicl, host of the popu-
Inr bluegrass program on WDET-
FM, Arkansas Traveler, will be on
hand to lend the discussion.

The event will be presented in
conjunction with the DSQ's E-con-
cert Initiative, a program that

ing of music that is performed on
the DSO's Classical Subscription
Series. The Meyer-Marshall Infor-
mance ties into the classical con-
certs that the DSO will perform
on June 15-16 in which Meyer
will be the featured soloist, He
will perform his own Double Bass
Concerto which explores the
intersection of other musical
styles with classical music. These
concerts will take place at the
Detroit Opera House while con-
struction continues on the
Orchestra Hall expansion project.

Meyer and Marshall, along
with Beln Fleck on banjo, formed
a trio in the late 1990s in which

they performed origina! composis
tions that explored the relation-
ship between clossical and blue-,
grass music. The trio released a
well-received CD in 1997 titled
Unecommon Ritual. That was fol.
lowed by the crention of & quartet,
comprise of Meyer, Marshall, vio-
linist Joshun Bell and legendary,
blucgrass mandolinist and fiddler,
Sam Bush, that collnborated on a‘
unique fusion of classicnl and
bluegrass musical styles. Thein
nlbum, Short Trip Home, released:
in 1998, was nominated for a
Grammy Award in the entegory of
Best Classical Crossover album. |
Tickets for the DSO's Infar~
mance with Edgar Meyer and:
Mike Marshall are $27 and $18.
They are available at the DSO
box office at Orchestra Hall or by
calling (313) 576-6111. They'lL
also be available at the door on!
{¢ night. The
Family Performing Arts Center is;
Jocated within Detroit Country,
Day School at 22306 West 13
Mile, Beverly Hills.
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