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Mr. Teacher

Grace teacher is an
old-fashioned guy

. BY 8UE BUCK
STAFY WRITER

sbuck@oe.homecomm.net

Larry Lorue, a kindergarten
tencher at William Grace Elemen-
tary in Farmington Hills believes
an advantage goes along with the
distinction of being the enly male
kindergarten teacher in the Farm-

_ington School district.

He has fewer discipline prob-
lema.

*A lot of the kids call me Dad,”
Larue said, cxplaining that he’s n
male figure for some children who
dan’t have fathers,

He's also the only kindergarten

_teacher in the district who plays

the piano and has a pisno in the
room. He describes himself ns an
old-fashioned kindergnrten tench-
er.

“At one time in Detroit, it was o
prerequisite,” Larue maid, “If you
could not play the piano, you could
not be a kindergarten teacher.

He's taught for 28 years starting
in Warren as o kindergarten
teacher. He nlso worked as a
school psychologiat in Detroit.

Larue has taught in Farmington
for 18 years, teaching at Forest,
Kenbrook, Wooddale and William
Grace Elementary Schools as well
as Foirview Early Childhood Cen-

the carly 19708, men in elemen-
tary schools were not a dime a
dozen, let alone carly childhood,”
Larue aaid, “When 1 did my mas-
ter's work I was the only male.
Now we have more, There's a few
male kindergarten teachers in
Delt‘ruit and there's one in Walled
e.”

Through the years, others have
expressed moro intrigue than criti-
cism. "Once when 1 was in War-
ren, there were these nuns who
Jjust showed up at my deor,” Larue
snid. *They snid, ‘We just came to
nee what the male kindergarten
teacher looked like.".”

Men can be as loving, nurturing,
caring and understanding as
women, he said.

*1 tense and I play a lot,” Larue
said. *I think (the kids) feel very
comfortable with me.”

Larue and Denise Rau teach all-
doy kindergarten at Witliam
Grace Elementary. The students
are enthusinstic and parents have
been extremely supportive, Larue
said.

Mary Mason of Oakland Schools
has also visited to observe the
model.

*We designed our curricutum so

ter.
“When | was gaing to achoeol in

it the whole day,”
Rau anid. *It's an early interven-
tion strategy,
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Larue likes not having to get
everything done in the morning.
“We get te know the kids and we
are nble to spend time with every
kid each day,” Larue said.

“You can do more things differ-
ently,” Rau said,

Cinss sizes are smaller, Larue
said. Larue has 17 students; Rau,
1G. Next year they expect the class
size to be 24,

Larue con remember when he
had 35 children in the morning
and 35 children in the aRernoon in
Warren. “We didn't have any para.
pros,” Larue said. “Of course the
curriculum was o lot different.
There was more socinlization and
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ABCs: Teacher Larry LaRue helps kindergarten stu-
dent Rolly Giberson.

more hands-on play.”

A smaller clnss size means fewer
students and parents to get to
know and on oppertunity to get to
know them better. Parents are
encouraged to came in and do art
and reading projects with the chil-
dren. It's ensier for some parenta
than others, but there's something
for everyone to do.

Though some bilingual parents
don't work, some are afraid to
conie in and help because they are
afeaid to come in and work in the
reading center because they don’t
think they know enough English.
“It's an opportunity to work with
them too,” Rau said.

Harley event benefits several area charities

Motor City Harley Davidson
and the MichiganHumane Soci-
oty Present Hogs for Cats and
Dogs on Saturday, Junc 15, from
10-6) a.m, to 4:00 p.m, at Motor
City Harley Davidson, 34900
Grand River Ave., Farmington
Hills.

Dozens of dogs, cats, puppies

- and kittens will be available for

adoption from the Michigan

" Humane Soclely The event wiil

include musie, free food, bever-
nges and demonstratibns by the

. Southfield Police K-8 Unit, -

Michigan Humsne Socicty's

- Pet Edugnhon Center ropresen-
! tatives will offer advice about

pet care and training. Free gifts
will be given to the first 50

adopters,

Help the animals of the Michi-
gan Humane Society by bringing
donations of dog, cat and rabbit
food to the event or drop off any
donations at Motor City Harley
Davidson anytime before the
event.

The Harley Owners Group
(H.0.G.) is sponsored by Motor
City Harley Davidson made up
of aver 1,100 professional, dedi-
cated motarcycle enthusiansts
who spend their time participnt-
ing in riding events throughout
the year in order to raise money
far several charities. -

A few of the charitics helping
with donations are Toys for Tots,
Children's Leukemis Society,

Susan B, Kormanos Breast Can-
cer Foundation, Michigan
Humane Socicty, United Way,
Penrikton Center for the Blind
Children, American Concer Soci-
ety, American Red Cross and 9-
11 Fund. The H.0.G. members
are especinlly interested in rais-
ing a8 many items ns passible for
the Michigan Humane Society.

The items most necded are
food, used blankets and quilts,
towels, any office supplics, bat-
teries, film (35mm and Polaroid),
disposable cameras, crowbars,
flashlights, tools, metal bowls,
dog and cat toys (non-poraus)
and rawhides.

For information or to donate
items befare the event, call Jan-
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ice Finkel, Chairman, Donations
Committee at 248-474-9274.

Proceeds will benefit the near-
ly 50,000 animals cared for by
the Michigan Humane Society
each year. For more informatien,
please eall the Michigan
Humane Socicty at 1-866-MHU-
MANE or Motor City Harley
Davidson at 248-473-7433.
Agnin, for pick-up of any items,
please cnll Janiee Finkel, Chair-
man, Donations Committee at
248-474-9274.

Registrations increase
for growing all-day
kindergarten at Grace

BY SUE BUCK
STAYP WRITER
sbuck@oc.homecomm.net

All-doy kindergarten at William
Grace Elementary in Farmington
Hills is a new concept in the
Formington Public School district,

The idea atarted when teacher
Denise Rou did an action research
project for the Galileo program
about the cffects of all-day kinder-
garten. Galileo is a teacher Jeader-
ship academy involving a consor-
tium of 10 districts, community
colleges and intermediate school
districts. -

Farmington usually has about
nine teachers who take part,
nccording to William Grace Princi-
pal Mark Marowski.

*She took the idea, developed a
proposal ond took it to the dis-
trict,” he said. “Our idea is that if
we nllow our kids to experience an
all-day kindergarten, there will be
less remediation, retention and
special education referrals in lnter
years. All three of those programs
cost money. You pay up front te
save later.”

Marowski wants to track these
children through their school
years, Rau took her idea to the dis-
trict support council, which locks
at programs that are subsequently
recommended to Farmington Pub-
lic Schools Superintendent Bob
Maxfield. All-day kindergarten is
subject to the budget process and
has been approved for the secand
year of a three-year pilot.

What aaved the program has
been a growing interest in it. This
year, there were about 40 registra-
tions cempared to 20 last year,
Marowski said. He calls the pro-
gram a quality enhancement.

The all-day kindergarten is fin-
ishing the first year of a three-
year pilot enly ot William Grace.

“There's an nssessment plan in
place which compares our kids to
similar kids in an all day program
clsewhere:  Lanigan and
Beechview,” Marowski said.
“Those seem to be the two schools

STAFY PLOTO BY HItL BRESL}E
Cooperatlve learning:
Christian Robson and
Gaelan Smith help each
other with some of the
tougher words.

closest to the demegraphics of
William Grace.”

These demograpbics include
sociceconomic and bilingual fac-
tora,

Asscssment plans take three
years to determine whether there
is a fundamental impact on Kids,
Marowski said.

“It's the same curriculum with
more time to go into depth with it
They have more time to grasp the
content, teachers don't feel ax
rushed,” he said. :

Children have the advantage of
socializing with the same peer
group six hours a day and learning
how to resolve conflict and work
cooperatively, They have the sume
teacher all day, and that has o def
inite appeal.

“} talked to some parents, They
anid otherwise they wouldn't he
coming. They would be in a1 pri-
vate school because they need an
all day program for their hids
Certain families want it because it
fits their lifestyle.”
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